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Ukraine’s Armed Forces down 3 Russian Su-34 fighters (UKRAINSKA
PRAVDA) «Eternal flight, ‘brothers’!» ‘brothers’ = Faux freres. Bonjour Poutine. La
semaine commence tres bien. (JCdM)

L’Ukraine affirme avoir abattu trois chasseurs-bombardiers russes dans la
région de Kherson (Le Monde)

Russia claims drone attack in several oblasts, including Moscow

Oblast (UKRAINSKA PRAVDA) Complexe militaro-industriel de la Russie
(Wikipedia) Ukrainian UAVs hit their target inside Russia (UKRAINSKA PRAVDA)
Russia Says Destroyed Ukrainian Drone Targeting Moscow (The Moscow Times)
Il y a beaucoup d’usines du VPK a bombarder. Par exemple, celles ou les culs noirs se
réfugient pour ne pas aller se faire tuer au front. Il leur suffit de faire semblant de
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fabriquer des drones pour les beaux yeux de Poutine. L’hypocrisie n’est pas qu'une
spécialité de chez nous. (JCdM)

Air defence downs all Russian drones launched in two oblasts
(UKRAINSKA PRAVDA) Les culs noirs travaillent pour rien. (JCdM)

Ukraine might receive first batch of F-16s by end of year - ISW (UKRAIN-
SKA PRAVDA) C’est peut-étre pour le feu d’artifice du 31 décembre 2023. JCdM)

Ukrainian defenders Kkill 800 Russians and destroy 28 artillery
systems in one day (UKRAINSKA PRAVDA)

Die Unterstiitzung fiir Israel nimmt ab (NZz) « Nach dem Terrorangriff
der Hamas fanden die Israeli in Europa grossen Riickhalt ~das hat sich laut einer
Umfrage gedndert »

In Europa schwinden die Sympathien fiir Israel

«Mitwelcher Seite im israelisch-palastinensischen Konflikt sympathisieren Sie mehr?» Antworten in
Prazent

Deutschland Israel Beide gleich Palastina unsicher
e S o :

GroéskiEnain Israel Beide gleich Palastina unsicher
Frasikreich israel Beide gleich Palastina unsicher

Die Resultate sind mit einer Fehlermarge von +3,0 (Frankreich, Spanien, Danemark und Schweden)
oder +2,0 Prozentpunkten (Deutschland und Grossbritannien) behaftet.

QUELLE: YOUGOV NZZ / elk
Les sympathies pour Israél baissent nettement en Allemagne et en France. En Grande-
Bretagne, le niveau était déja tres bas et le reste.

Polish farmers to suspend protest at checkpoint with Ukraine
(UKRAINSKA PRAVDA) Grenzblockade durch polnische Lkw-Fahrer an einem
Ubergang beendet (FAZ)

Il n’est jamais trop tard pour bien faire... (JCdM)
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In Brandenburg: Zugteil 16st sich unbemerkt - Fahrgaste werden an

Bahnhof vergessen (FAZ) Un train régional RB26 reliant Berlin a la Pologne sur
la ligne de Kiistrin a perdu son dernier wagon dans une des gares. Le conducteur s’en
est rendu compte a la gare suivante. Le train a fait marche arriere pour venir récupérer
le wagon manquant au bout d’une heure et demie.

« A travers les légendes sur Jésus, nous arrivons a discerner en
filigrane des éléments sur sa véritable existence » (Le Monde)
Kiinstliche Intelligenz: Wie klingt eine Weihnachtspredigt von
ChatGPT (FAZ) Le vide des églises va ouvrir des horizons a pas mal de monde
puisque c¢a laisse le champ libre. Quest-ce que la vérité ? Dixit Ponce Pilate. Eux, ils
savent mieux, en réfléchissant ou automatiquement. Avec ChatGPT, plus besoin de
prétres pour faire les sermons. Ca devient automatique. JCdM)

« Die Weihnachtspredigt von ChatGPT (source : FAZ)

Liebe Geschwister in Christus,

ich heifde euch herzlich willkommen zu unserem Weihnachtsgottesdienst, einer Zeit des
Zusammenseins und der Besinnung. Es ist erfreulich zu sehen, dass so viele von euch hier
sind, auch wenn der Weg zur Kirche nicht immer der gewohnte ist. Weihnachten ist eine
Zeit der Gemeinschaft, und es freut mich, dass ihr heute hier seid, um mit uns gemeinsam
liber die Botschaft von Liebe und Hoffnung nachzudenken.

In diesem Geist wiinsche ich euch allen ein gesegnetes Weihnachtsfest. Mége die Liebe
und Hoffnung von Weihnachten eure Herzen erhellen und euch Frieden schenken.
Amen. »

Ceci est un sermon de Noél (que j'ai tronqué), écrit en Chat-GPT. Il manque le beeuf et
I'ane. (JCAM)

Gazprom gas supplies to Europe through Ukraine reach 40.5 min

cubic meters (Tass) «“MOSCOW, December 24. /TASS/. Gazprom supplies gas for
Europe through Ukraine in the volume of 40.5 mln cubic meters per day via the Sudzha
gas pumping station in Russia’s Kursk Region, a Gazprom representative told reporters.
»Gazprom supplies Russian gas for transit through Ukrainian territory in the volume
confirmed by the Ukrainian side via the Sudzha gas pumping station of 40.5 mln cubic
meters as of December 24. The request for the Sokhranovka gas pumping station has
been rejected,” a Gazprom representative told reporters.

The transit line through Ukraine remains the only route to supply Russian gas to
western and central European countries. The pumping through Nord Stream has been

fully suspended. »
Nous recevons toujours du gaz russe via I’Ukraine au niveau de 40
millions de m3 par jour.

Vatican’s special envoy points to potential role of China in Ukrainian

settlement (Tass) «China is a great and irreplaceable resource, Matteo Zuppi
said.
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ROME, December 24. /TASS/. The Vatican’s special envoy for Ukraine and President of
the Italian Bishops’ Conference, Cardinal Matteo Zuppi, believes that Beijing is an
“important and indispensable resource” that can help settle the Ukrainian conflict.”
Larticle reste dans les généralités.

Indian Foreign Minister to visit Russia on December 25-29 (Tass)
«Subrahmanyam Jaishankar will visit Russia ~as part of ongoing high-level exchanges
between the two sides””  Lrarticle reste dans les généralités.

Ukraine’s Commander-in-Chief believes only increasing losses can

stop Russia (UKRAINSKA PRAVDA) « Valerii Zaluzhnyi, Commander-in-Chief of
the Armed Forces of Ukraine, has stated that only a steady increase in Russian army
losses can stop Russian aggression, although the Russian leadership has so far
disregarded casualties as the war rages on.

Source: Zaluzhnyi during a briefing

Quote: "It’'s quite hard to predict how many more casualties are necessary to bring
this to an end. I believe we must do this steadily [inflict casualties on the Russian
occupying forces - ed.] until the war is over, until the enemy gives up fighting against
our country.”

Details: Zaluzhnyi stressed that the losses Russia has suffered in the war would have
stopped any other country but Russia.

“What's happening on the contact line is there are piles of bodies and no one is even
bothering to take them away. More and more bodies appear there every day.
Unfortunately, that's the Russian attitude towards its people,” Zaluzhnyi said.
Background: The total combat losses of Russian troops between 24 February 2022 and
26 December 2023 are estimated to be about 354,960 military personnel.”

Il faut quils soient tous morts et le plus vite possible. C’est la seule solution a cette
guerre d’agression puisque ce ne sont que des brutes. Donc, s’organiser en
conséquence. Tenir dans la durée jusqu’a ce que les brutes soient toutes mortes ou
soient devenues civilisées. A vues humaines, I'espoir de voir les brutes devenir
civilisées est insensé, puisque tout ce qui est humainement possible avait été tenté (y
compris par moi et pas que par moi bien str). (JCdM)

UKRAINSKA PRAVDA

ESTABLISHED BY GEORGIY GONGADZE IN 2000
WAR IN UKRAINE. TOTAL COMBAT LOSSES OF THE RUSSIAN FORCES FOR DAY 671
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8366 +19 614 +1 934 11109 +34 22 6458 +22

ARTILLERY SYSTEMS AIR DEFENSE SYSTEMS MULTIPLE ROCKET VEHICLES AND FUEL SHIPS AND BOATS TACTICAL UNMANNED
LAUNCHERS TANKERS AIRCRAFT

Russian ship destroyed by cruise missiles from tactical aircraft - Air
Force (UKRAINSKA PRAVDA) «The Novocherkassk, a large landing ship from the
Russian Black Sea Fleet, has been destroyed near Feodosiia by cruise missiles from
tactical aircraft belonging to Ukraine’s Air Force.”

Le bateau de débarquement russe Novocherkassk a été détruit prés du port (ou au
port) de Feodosia en Crimée. L’armée ukrainienne a refusé de préciser si le bateau
avait été détruit au moyen d’un (ou de plusieurs) missiles Storm Shadow ou Scalp.
L’effet de publicité pour les constructeurs de ces missiles est indéniable, de source
ukrainienne.

Photos of destroyed Novocherkassk landing ship emerge (UKRAINSKA
PRAVDA) Ce bateau de guerre a réellement été détruit, le 26 décembre vers 3
heures du matin. Il a pris feu, il a explosé et il a coulé. Pour exploser si bien, il fallait
que le bateau soit bourré d’explosifs.

33 Russian sailors missing after attack on Novocherkassk ship

(UKRAINSKA PRAVDA) Dozens of Crew Missing After Ukraine Destroys

Russian Warship - Reports (The Moscow Times) Plus trente-trois.
Ukrainische Erfolge iiber Weihnachten (NZz) JRussisches Schiff versenkt
und Kampfjets abgeschossen “ Le bilan de la féte de Noél est a l’'avantage de
I'Ukraine.

2 Russian ships leave bay in Feodosiia, Crimea - photo (UKRAINSKA
PRAVDA) Les rats se taillent.

In Gaza kommen immer mehr israelische Soldaten ums Leben (NZZ.ch)
Die Hamas leistet erbitterten Widerstand (NZZ) ,Weil viele israelische
Soldaten ums Leben kommen, wird Netanyahu aus den eigenen Reihen angegriffen “

Tant quils ne faisaient que tuer les autres, il n’y avait pas de probléme... Mais le
probleme, c’est que les autres tuent aussi... Que faire avec 2000 ans de retard ???
Avouer 2000 ans de retard ??? Convaincre les autres de reculer de 2000 ans ??? Poupou
et Bibi, Pipi et Boubou ont le méme probleme... Quils croient pouvoir résoudre... en
tuant... « Paix sur la terre aux hommes de bonne volonté. » Ce n’est pas pour eux. (cdMm)

Sinologist looks back on 6 decades of Sino-French cultural ties (China
Daily) Le sinologue modele est un francais du nom de Joél Bellassen.

Les forces d’occupation remettent a Gaza les corps mutilés de 8o
martyrs apres avoir volé leurs organes (alahed)
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« Dans un communiqué déchirant, le Bureau des médias du gouvernement a Gaza
a révélé que les forces d’occupation israéliennes avaient remis les corps mutilés de
80 martyrs non identifiés apres avoir volé leurs organes. « Israél » a refusé de
préciser lidentité des corps et les endroits ou ils ont été volés. »

Ukraine’s forces Kkill 920 Russian personnel and destroy 27 tanks over
past day (UKRAINSKA PRAVDA)

UKRAINSKA PRAVDA

ESTABLISHED BY GEORGIY GONGADZE IN 2000

WAR IN UKRAINE. TOTAL COMBAT LOSSES OF THE RUSSIAN FORCES FOR DAY 673
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Die russischen Ehefrauen fordern ihre Mdnner zuriick - Viele sind des
Krieges miide (NZZ) ,Der Unmut tiber die unbestimmte Riickkehr mobilisierter
Biirger wdchst -der Kreml versucht das Thema zu unterdrticken “

Des femmes russes réclament leurs hommes.

Hilferufe aus einer versehrten Gesellschaft (NZZ) ,Nach bald zwei Jahren
macht sich in Russland und in der Ukraine Kriegsmiidigkeit bemerkbar. Von Ulrich M.
Schmid” Kremlin Pins Russians’ Anger, War Fatigue on ‘Nearly
Naked’ Stars (The Moscow Times) Des célébrités russes apercues

« presque nues » a une féte suscitent la controverse (Le Parisien) A
Moscou, la soirée « Presque nu » de la jet-set met la Russie en émoi
(Le Monde) Signes de lassitude de la guerre dans quelques exces que Poutine ne peut
pas réprouver, a moins de se contredire : les russes russes doivent pouvoir s’amuser
bétement, puisque ce sont des bétes, pendant que les culs noirs se font tuer... Pour le
moment, Poutine croit pouvoir contrdler la bonne société, aveux fabriqués
aidant...  (cdmy

About 20 Russians surrender on Tavriia front - Commander of Tavriia

Operational Strategic Group (UKRAINSKA PRAVDA)
Reddition mais en petit nombre.

Manila should stop saying one thing, doing another (China Daily)
China Daily fait (ne fait plus que) la morale en permanence. Ceci n’est qu’un échantillon.
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Der Dollar fillt gegeniiber dem Franken ab (NZZ)
« Kurs des Dollars in Franken

0,88

0,80
29.11.2023 28.12.2023
Quelle: Bloomberg
NZZ / 1ho »
Le dollar (et ’euro) baissent inexorablement par rapport au franc suisse.

Comment encore sourire a I’aube de 2004 ?

Une creche ukrainienne

Delors, un homme de convictions

Boris Grigoriev et un nouvel an a saint
Pétersbourg

- Sommaire du No1l du Courrier du Vietnam

- Les avant derniéres nouvelles « officielles » de la
RPDC
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Philonomist.
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Bastian Meiresonne est un spécialist
cinéma asiatique, rédacteur ge pr.esse
(Coyote Mag) et co-signataurg d url\e
dizaine d’ouvrages, dont le Dicuon.n'o:re
du cinéma asiatique paru aux éditions

du Nouveau Monde, en 2008.
Une somme de Il est également consultant, directeur

Bastian MEIRESSONNE artistique et programmateur de films
asiatiques pour plusieurs festivals de
cinéma et a l'origine de diverses rétro-
spectives consacrées a la Mongolie, au
Sri Lanka, a I'lndonésie, a la Thailande et
a la Corée. Et, en 2014, il a réalisé Garuda
Power, un documentaire dédié au cinéma

d'action indo
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1. Song, Prix (Ecuménique de la BD, Festival d’Angouléme 2024 :

https://www.ligneclaire.info/prix-du-jury-oecumenique-de-la-bd-2024-
285835.html#google vignette

2.Song, 11 BD a offrir pour Noel 2023, 1-0BS 11.12 2023
https://www.nouvelobs.com/bibliobs/20231216.0BS82171/les-indomptes-les-yeux-d-
or-des-maux-a-dire-11-belles-bd-qu-on-peut-tout-a-fait-offrir-a-
noel.html?fbclid=IwAR12yOvyOJVhQQzOnYgNn36PfQ1dQxjRbagbCbLarHc6X]QheGZC
adLdcTY

Meilleures destinations pour les escapades d’hiver apres les
fétes de fin d’année :

***Les meilleurs

climats: Asie, Amérique Centrale, Patagonie, Venezuela, Colom

Tendances : Ou et quand

bie
. FA ***Les destinations en
ta o:ez:ettm%r:;tg‘ os vue : Japon, Thailande, Vietnam - Laos - Cambodge, Mexique

***Les valeurs sires : Inde, Brésil, Guatemala, Costa Rica
***Les destinations pour

initiés : Bhoutan, Honduras, Nicaragua, El

Salvador, Panama, Belize

avec NostalAsie - Nostalatina
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QUID de Iart populaire ?
MAIS ne s’agit-il pas d’un art de nos
sociétés agraires (plus de la moitié de notre
planete) alors que l'occident se voudrait une

d’entre nous s’attendrissent encore des
yeux des animaux qui ont participé a notre
survie durant des millénaires et révent
encore de 'impossible. DDM

24
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eVuong Tri Nhan
An article after the funeral of monk Tue
Sy, in Sai Gon, November, 2023, Tu Thuc.

byLighthousesDecember 03, 2023

Venerable Tue Sy Source: Song Chi Facebook December 2, 2023

Venerable Tue Sy passed away.

Rarely does a hermit monk’s death be mentioned by many people come like that.
Because in a corrupt society, dignity is ruined, there are few opportunities to praise a
good person, a ray of light, a little hope.

Talking about a respectable person is also a need. That's one way reassure yourself:
the country is not completely ruined, because there are still people like Tue Sy. An
encouragement for those who still have time to fight.

Tue Sy symbolizes all that has been lost in Vietnamese society, especially human
dignity. Tue Sy is a true monk in a time of the end of Dharma, next venerable monks and
police officers who know more about Party scriptures than Buddhist scriptures. Tue Sy
living frugally, next to the monks of the state-owned pagodas who get on and off in
luxury cars, cutting down forests, destroying nature to build great, arrogant, brutal
temples to make money.

In a chaotic age, people confuse true religion with superstition, the sale of gods and
saints is the most prosperous business. Tue Sy is an real intellectual, among a gang of
pseudo-intellectuals. There are many fake diploma degrees, or a rote learning by heart
diploma degrees, turned away from the social tragedy, so as not to lose some benefits.
“The temperament of intellectuals is like a chicken standing in front of a fox / Academics
risk their lives like jumping over a deep puddle to grab a bite to eat!”, as poet Tran Te
Xuong sarcastically said in the past.

Tue Sy did not become a monk to escape life, he leaned in to take on common tasks,
like Camus said: Intellectual or not, all people are in the same boat, yes, paddle, please!

Under the slender body, a light breeze is enough to blow this body away, Tue Sy’s
image reminds us of Saint Gandhi, that faced off against a group of demon monks,
rescuing the honor of Vietnamese Buddhism in the midst of madness.

Tue Sy is an erudite intellectual. Intellectuals do not necessarily go hand in hand with
erudition, especially with education in Vietnam today.

His books on Buddhism opened a new horizon for Buddha disciples, while most
Vietnamese books just repeating the same old things over and over again, just following

25
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the same old paths of the tradition: “teaching children to master the rules, don’t teach
anything different or reveal anything more”. Not to mention the works flooded the
market by police monks.

Tue Sy’s poems are bowls of clear water, but it’'s small bowl of fresh water which
contains all universe. A true monk, an erudite intellectual, an indomitable citizen.
Persons such that seems impossible in Vietnam today. If there are, they will be difficult
to live.

Tue Sy’s letter to Hue monks is below, more than 20 years ago, which should have
been posted at each main hall, each temple gate like a talisman, to ward off ghosts’
monks from entering Buddha's gates: «When a Buddhist became a monk, he stepped
out and encountered the vast and wide heaven, with a disposition and appearance that
do not follow the mundane world, and do not indulge in self-indulgence all the corrupt
values of the world. fame, a little advantage, a little comfort, these are just small and
false values, which even ordinary people still have thrown it away without regret, to
maintain good reputation.

Don't boast about protecting the Dharma, but in reality, it’s just protecting the temple
which serves as a hiding place for the demon’s leader, a gathering place for social dregs.
Don't shout transmitting the Dharma and preaching the sutras is essentially borrowing
Buddha’s words to flatter the rulers and mandarins of this world, and make requests a
little extra mundane favor, and buying a little vanity».

Ramesh et Musoumi que jai rencontrés a la 2& Conférence Internationale
de poésie Asie Pacifique en 2015 a Hanoi ont été immédiatement intéressés par ma
présence incongrue a cette tres exceptionnelle conférence.

Par curiosité d’abord et stirement parce que Ramesh est un tres brillant et libre
universitaire de Kolkota, passionné par la France et son HISTOIRE qu’il connait
parfaitement ...

Pour s’attacher a cette nouvelle rencontre Ramesh chandra Mukhopadhyaya
entreprit d’écrire ma biographie sur plusieurs voyages, au Viet Nam et au Bengal.

En novembre dernier les deux amis m’ont demandé pourquoi je n’avais pas publié
cette bio !?

- D’abord je m’en sentais indigne ensuite parce qu’ils n’avaient pas compris et
ne pouvaient I'imaginer étant donné le choc des cultures que je n’avais pas
travaillé pour venir en aide a ma famille a mon adolescence,

- par contre a partir de '’Administration légale de 1980 a 1992 la charge a été
remarquable et volontairement incomprise par ma famille ...

26



% apple tree becomes many. It is said in the
Upanishads that at the outset the unnamable was

{ one. And he wanted to be many and the one

became many. Look at the mask below. If it does
not make-sense nobody will look upon it with attention. But the mask could have as
many interpretations as there are viewers. And that is why the existence and anything
whatever created by art is unnamable because it could have many names.

The composition of the paintings and photographs of the apple tree in different ways
raises question. Why did the painter depict the same apple tree in so many ways?
Dominique de Miscault giggled and said that to play with the camera is what all that she
does. She has no purpose in doing this. This purposelessness is something that is very
meaningful. The teleological interpretation of Nature speaks of some purpose. And of
course some great devotees claim that God has a purpose in creating the world. But if
God has any purpose he is limited by that. And if your God is limited, he is not God. A
limited thing cannot create the illimitable. But in reply Dom answers that she plays.
Curiously enough this French painter and artist without knowing Indian philosophy
speaks of the essence of Indian philosophy. She says that she plays with the camera,
with the colours and with figures. And the Indian philosophy says that the creation is but
the Leelaof God. And just as polysemy is sine qua non with Dom'’s art, similarly the
creation of God could be explicated on n levels. Take for example the mask. Putting on
the mask one could be the other to get rid of boredom. Or else in this world of ours we
pose and pose and take our poses to be the reality till we turn into the masks ourselves.
And similar many other interpretations could be in the agenda.

And Dominique de Miscault a constructivist as it were puts a silk cloth on a tree and the
tree is half hidden before the eye. The silk cloth is red. And it likens a butterfly and a
lizard in one. Don’t laugh at it. Now a day, we have tigons. The red veil likening the
butterfly and the lizard in one is surrealistic and fingers at the truth that living beings live

on nature.



Constructivism is a style in which assorted mechanical objects combined into abstract
mobile structural forms. The tree is a mobile structural form subject to growth and
decay. The silk cloth rather hides the impact of time on the tree and makes the tree an
abstract entity. The real world as such what we perceive in the contingent but the
impact of time remains hidden from our eyes as it were by a veil. Thus Dominique tells
us that the apparently real world is shrouded by a mystery which is difficult to decode.
If the silk cloth is red you look at the tree and it is red. If the silk cloth is violet you will
view a landscape with the tree as violet. Does not Dominique the artist thereby tell us
that the reality is seen through a veil and hence it baffles our understanding? And in the
light of Indian philosophy the veil must stand for the Maya, a filmy substance through
which we see the real world and hence it is hazy. Some describe it as strange, some
others descry it as amazing. Some hear of it as something that cannot be believed.
Thus Dominique de Miscault’s aesthetics seems to be unknowingly a kin of Indian
aesthetics. No wonder hence we Indians have been drawn to her life and work. And just
as the apple tree could be studied from the different perspectives similarly Dom who
has contributed to the society some priceless photographs, paintings and documentary
films could be studied from different angles. She is a daughter. She is a mother. She is
a wife. She is a globetrotter. She is a deft labourer in the field of fine arts. She is a
friend. She is a socially and politically aware journalist. She is a Christian. She is a
puritan and she is a progressive.
May be a new born child could have pure sensations. But perceptions take place
presently. And even in her babyhood the world without left a stamp on the slate of her
mind. And she remembers her mother holding a revolver at her father. She was then
only sixteen months old. Was it a vision or a dream in a nightmare of post Second War
existence? No. Dom verified later and learnt that what she saw was true. And that leads
us to the post second war state of affairs in Europe.
The collective mind was agitated. The spiritus mundi trembled and thence unrest
radiated and entered into every household.

Dom was born on 26™ January 1947. Hence she is an Aquarian. And in all
probabilities she was born in the year of the pig. As an Aquarian she should have been

very talented and unpredictable. By the by, Marx was an Aquarian another wide



wanderer. His youth was characterized by devotional poems. He opened his career as
a neo Hegelian. Later he tried to put Hegel on the feet and composed the Communist
Manifesto in collaboration with Engels. And towards the end of his career he exclaimed
— Thank God | am not a Marxist. However, much Europe might brag that it had
colonised the world and measure the earth the nemesis came upon it in no time. The
West was the theatre for two great wars to be enacted there. And see the fun of it. Still
now Trump and his band of brigands and braggadocios claim that they are going to
civilise the world. The post second war Europe was a spectacle of the Westland. Jules
Laforgue a symbolist, depicted Paris as a veritable health. And queues at the bus
stand and in front of the ration shops were common place sights in the then Germany
and France. And it was in this trying hour our protagonist Dominique de Miscault was
born. She had two younger sisters. Her mother went insane. The fall out of the war
shattered conjugal lives. Dom'’s father went later (1994 ) for a second marriage. May
be, he could not put up with his wife who suffered from chronic disease since birth.
Besides it is said that she had wanted to be married to a rich person before her
marriage. And her father in conjunction with another lady begot 2, 3 children. The lady
died when her later son/brother borned. By him she had 2/3 children. And one of them,
later was put with Dom'’s flat. Quite naturally Dom was burdened with a mountain of
responsibility on her shoulder. Firstly, she was the eldest sister. So she had to look
after the younger ones. to Foucault ‘s write up on madness. Everyone has something
wrong in Her mother was psychiatric patient. So she had to look after her mother.
Family myths are always there. Once the grandmother told her that while journeying
she fell from an ox cart. She was carrying at that moment. And maybe her fall cost
some injury to the baby in her womb. And maybe Dom’s mother was sick from her
babyhood due to that. The journey in the ox cart in the story is quite interesting to
Indians because even today, let urbanisation can do whatever it can, there are still
places in India where you go by ox cart. But if you go to France today, very few people
remember that their forefathers used to go on ox carts. You have to visit the museum
and see the paintings of Monet and Manet to know the ox carts, the hay stacks, the
flooding yellow harvest or paddy fields. Be that as it may, whether the grandmother

was right or not remains the riddle of Sphinx. And no Oedipus is come to resolve it.



Dom’s mother, they say, was a psychiatric patient. But the psychiatrist ask you - who is
not a psychiatric patient? One could here allude the mind. That is why Buddha speaks
of the mind as of primary importance-manopubbanggama etc. The mind should be a
whole and intact. By the by, earlier the so called mad people are family members. But
now a day we cannot afford them. We send them to the asylum. But the so called mad
people have visions of the reality that speak of deeper truths than what appears to our
senses. William Blake or Antonin Artaud was mad people. And our mother whom they
called insane used to talk to inanimate objects. Did she espy the Tao in all things great
and small? Maybe she did not become an artist or a poet or a prophet. But her lunacy
influenced her daughter Dominique unseeingly who was destined to be a leader of
abstract art. Her lunatic mother put her in a dungeon as it were when she was just six.
She was not cared for. Once she fell asleep in the school only and she had to live in
the school for a week because her parents did not have cognizance of her. During her
childhood she lived without food and sleep. And she was very thin. There was the child
of the step mother who became the naturalised member of the family of Dom. Dom
could take money from her father and looked after the family.(that it is true and not
true; In the first time of our life | take care morally etc. of the family but not with money.
Our father made emotional blackmail with our mother, he were perverse and very
weakness with her. Laterafter 1980, | had her administration légale for 12 years, and
during all this time | had to manage the money myfather gave me for her. So you do
what you want with that. But she was not dismayed because she was born in the year

of the pig. A pig is a nice person steadfast in his or her pursuit. A pig is the incarnation

of endurance. No wonder that Dom, though| a good student, would not fare well in her (comment [1]:

school. Schools in those days were good enough. Lot of things were taught with great
seriousness. She learned Descartes, Leibniz and Bergson in the school. Proust and
Baudelaire and Mallarme and Tagore were introduced in her school days. She enjoyed
them. But when the dark clouds of examination showed up, she became irrecoverably
nervous. And she did not know why. But it seems that we know because she had to
carry out a great family load. And so in the face of examinations her nerves and will

failed. She was a woman without any definite chief aim in life. Her only asset was



endurance, good will for others and thirst for knowledge. And presently the peripeteia

came.

Jean Claude -

In the meantime the war devastated France resurrected. | am the resurrection said
Jesus. And the France of the Joan of Arc and the Charlemagne and Abelard
resurrected under the able leadership of General De Gaulle, the man who proved
himself in the fires of the Second Great War. De Gaulle gave them the constitution. De
Gaulle was sympathetic with the liberation movement of Vietnam and the aspirations of
Algeria. He gave fillip to the reconstruction in France and industrialisation under state
control. France was now rich enough to afford an insurrection for change. And there
was the grand student revolution launched by the ideas of Herbert Marcuse, Regis
Debray, Cohn Benditt and others. They defied the political parties, the communists, the
trade unions and were able to cry a halt to all the economic activities of France. No
aircraft took off from France and touched down in France. And that compelled France to
undergo a referendum. The consequence was that De Gaulle came out a victor and
France was on the road to development once again. During this situation Paris regained
its jovial mood and artistic fine excess. And there, in 1966 was a reception in Paris to
celebrate a marriage to take place. Seven hundred people turned up there and the
whole atmosphere was loud with song and dance. Our Dom was also present there.
1968 (we married in 1967 before 1968 and JC at that time were ingénieur de
I'armement and could not said what he thinks but! The slogans of the revolution had not
influenced her. In hindsight at the age of seventy-two she over and over again repeats
that it was no revolution. In our opinion however we must take recourse to the collective
mind. The collective mind works unseen and unsung. It sometimes manifests itself in
the wild fire here and the earthquake there. The sixties and the seventies were the
period of youth of unrest. The Red Guards showed up in the streets of Beijing and
Kunming. The Hippies and the Beats bitten by the capitalist system thronged at the sea
beaches drug driven refusing to join in the rat race but they did not raise any ripple in
the being of Dominique. Neither was she a revolutionary in the extrovert sense of the

term nor was she gamesome like the children in the teens of that age. So at the



reception in Paris she sat in a chair quietly observing what was going on. And lo! A
young man came to her. He was astute in his demeanour. He asked Dom who she was.
She also in her turn asked him who he was. Two months later there was a ring at the
house of Dom. Dom did not have any boyfriend. So it was a stranger (her grand ‘mother
had the same name!) at the door. The came in and without any ceremony he told her, a
lady lean and thin and weighing 42 kg, that, he wanted to marry her. Well, Dom did not
have boys in her head. Maybe this was because of the fact that she had to run a family
that was in distress. The mother was sick. The father was away. Two young sisters
were to be looked after. But as we pointed out earlier God had no purpose in creation
so Dom did not have any purpose in her life. She was just afloat in her river of life. And
when the young man wanted to marry her without thinking anything she said yes to the
proposal. And presently a radical change in the course of her life took place. The boy
referred to was Jean Claude and he was very reserved in his words. He is very
reserved in his speech. And he has been ever he will or he won't type of a guy. And
curiously enough while Dom was just nineteen, he was just twenty. In those days if one
had to marry before twenty-one, one needed assent from one’s parents. The necessary
formalities over, Dom and Jean Claude, Jean Claude and Dom hand in hand were a
building a new family. Dom had the burden of looking after her sick mother. In the
meantime her father divorced her mother legally and got wedded later to a lad. In
addition Jean Claude was there, a young man who preferred silence to speech. The
appearance of Jean Claude has been very significant in Dom’s life. Dom has been away
from her husband over and over again. She has been a wide wanderer meeting the
statesmen, ambassadors and people in power in different countries at gala parties,
received by artists and journalists of different climes and countries. But her every third
thought has been her husband. Well the Indians are made to believe that however
much the West might have been developed, the people's character in those developed
countries are out of gear given to lust and luxury. But Dom the puritan stands out before
our eyes as a model of womanhood who might be emulated by the ladies in Calcutta or
Delhi or Bangalore. Dom feels that Jean Claude is more cerebral than the average run
of men and he could not fit in with every Jill. He is too reserved for that. He is a type of a

man who teaches her something new every day morning and Dom acknowledges his



contributions in the making of her personality and outlook. In fact, the present author
finds in Dom a very well read and widely informed person. A painter though she can tell
you about anti matter and the fractals. The whole gamut of European literature and
European art and architecture is vivid before her mind’s eye. She is widely informed as
to international politics as well as history of many countries. Though she has been a
wide wanderer, visiting one country after another, she claims that her husband is
possessive. Hah ha! These are the paradoxes that make human relationships poetic

withal. We will have more occasions to mention the role of Jean Claude in Dom’s life.

Let us go back to Dom’s premarital life, childhood and adolescence. Her father was
an ex-military man (he was born in 1919, so in 1939, it was the war). After the war he
joined in business activity. He was quite rich at that time. But his affections were
directed towards elsewhere. Hence her childhood and adolescence were quite bleak.
But there were showers of flowers of love and affection which were short interregnums
in her apparently bleak course of life. There was a father figure in the person of a friend
of his father who bathed her in affection. And one wonders whether the unexpressed
love of her father trickled through that father substitute who was also a close friend ex-
army-man. And then again she came in touch with a lady from Thailand. She was the
close associate of the queen mother of the king of Thailand. The queen mother was in
Switzerland plunged in the lore of Lord Buddha and practicing all its austerities. And we
can visualise the short lady, the friend of queen mother, giving Dom and her sisters
costly chocolates, lozenges and pretty small gifts, now and then, which were like rains
from heaven upon Dom. And this is perhaps singularly important for Dom because early
in her childhood she imbibed the spirit of love and compassion in her being. And now
when she is seventy-two, in her hindsight she can recall how she has been duped in life
over and over again. But when she recalls the story, at the end of the story, she gives a
hearty smile and says that those who cheated her were not bad men and women. So
readers, if you ever have the chance of coming across Dom you can cheat her at your
will and she will not lodge any complaints against you.

Be that as it may, when left alone how could Dom the lonely child entertain herself?

Well she took to drawing. She did not learn drawing or painting from anybody. When



she grew older she did not try to get a diploma in drawing or painting. But she continued
drawing and drawing with the help of her artless art. And presently after marriage she
invested her larger time in the pursuit of drawing and we can imagine how her scientist
husband who did not stand in the way of his wife suggested a line or an angle in the
drawing from the perspective of geometrical drawing and engineering drawing. At the
outset they did not have enough space for canvas. But she continued her drawings on
papers and on silk screens. In fact, silk screens were quite advantageous because they
could easily be folded like a handkerchief and put in the pockets of the maroon or
amber overcoats walking along the streets of Paris. Whew! The first exhibition of her
drawings and paintings took place in Paris in 1969. Curiously her first daughter was
born in 1969 only.

Good fortunes do not come singly. She gave birth to three daughters one after another.
Jean Claude is not used to express his emotions. You cannot guess what turmoil or
Tsunami of pleasure is a working in his heart from without. And when the first child was
born, Jean Claude was at the gate of the hospital early in the daybreak for hours

together until the gates were thrown open for the

visitors.

From 1980 she started her Odysseus to exhibit her drawings and paintings. True that
her first exhibition took place in France as early as in 1969 (a lot of exhibitions but...).
But the next big exhibition in France took place in 1995. In the meantime, she visited
many other countries and exhibited her artwork. And we guess that her exposure to
different countries, cultures and different traditions in paintings matured her style. In
1995 she exhibited a collection of etchings and dry- points engravings which were,
maybe, a meditation about poems written as early as the 10" century in Vietnam. Again
in 1996 Paris, she dwelled on Lieux de vie, Lieux de cultes/ places of life, places of

worship at Centre-Culturel Franco-Vietnamien. In 1999, she exhibited wall drawings at



Dreux. In 2000 June, she exhibited her artwork at the University of Paris. The themes of
the artworks were downloaded from Vietnam. In the same year in the month of
November, she transformed songs in French, Viethamese and Togolese into visuals

made of colours and they were exhibited in Issy les Moulineaux near Paris.

Kolkata 2018, Ramesh Chandra Mukhopadhyaya

It puts in our mind Rimbaud. Rimbaud observes:

“l invented colours for the vowels! — A black, E white, | red, O blue, U green.- | made
rules for the form and move of the every consonant, and | boasted on inventing, with
rhythms from within me, a kind of poetry that all the senses , sooner or later, would
recognise. And | alone would be its translator.

| began it as an investigation. | turned silences and nights into words. What was
unutterable, | wrote down. | made the whirling world stand still.” ( Rimbaud, Arthur, A

Season in Hell Aichemy of the Word www. Mag4.net/ Rimbaud/poesies/Alchemy.html)

Perhaps such observations of Rimbaud could unlock the heart of many of the works of
Dominique de Miscault, the photographer and the painter. In Indian mythology also,
similar ideas show up. For example, the incantation of the mantra or the sound Hrim
suggests the radiance of the morning sun in the skies of the heart in Devyatharvasirsa
of the Atharva Veda. We will have more occasions when we might dwell on colour

symbolism.

We put down below the list of other exhibitions in France:

2001- March, Rambouillet, under the auspices of Prinfemps des poétes; « abysses ou

les eaux impressionnées »

-August-September: La Rochelle



September, Orsay « Gestes de lumiéres dans la calligraphie vietnamienne/Gestures of
lights in Vietnamese calligraphy», Montreuil
2002: Decor of the exhibition « La route de la Soie /silkway» Florian Library of
Rambouillet
2003: L’Atrium, Fort-de-France (Martinique)

- Laval Centre Culturel LesOndines
Journées d’Automne de la SFPE « Le cerveau » 160 photos « du cerveau au
tombeau de Yersin/from the brain to the tomb of Yersin »

2004: Turn over France with television’team from Ho Chi Minh city

Paris, April “Hanoi: Foundations updated”
http://www.dominiguedemiscault.com/France/fouilles.htm

2006 Paris —11th December — January 2007: expo au « Coin de Malte » autour du
Livre des Moines,
2007January-February Paris Galerie de I'encadrement : "Les clartés de nos nuits/the

lights of our nights”

2009 October Exposition "Aujourd'hui Hanoi" au Centre Culturel Vietnamien Paris

3 publications récentes : Outlook, July 2010, Arcueil, octobre 2010, Choisy, octobre
2010, Vietnam pictorial, octobre 2010,
La digue mosaique de Hanoi, le 13 septembre 2011 a 19 h, conférence-débat a la

médiathéque Louis Aragon a Choisy-le-Roi (France)
"Alexandre Pavlovitch Lobanov" du 13 et 16 septembre 2012, Journées du Patrimoine,

Hoétel-Dieu, Toulouse

"Le Riz en grains de notre village" du 17 mars au 4 avril 2012, Centre Culturel du
Vietnam en France, Paris - Discours(1)(2)

J’apporte a mon village les couleurs de la mer... du 14 février au 4 mars 2012,
Médiathéque Aragon - 14, rue Waldeck Rousseau - 94600 Choisy le Roi - See: VOV

online film

"Si Hanoi nous était conté" du 7 février au 24 février 2012, Photographies, Chateau

d'Aubenas, Ardéche, France
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du 14 février au 4 mars 2012, Médiathéque Aragon - 14, rue Waldeck Rousseau -
94600 Choisy le Roi - See: VOV online film
« Vietnam Terre d’eaux », du 20 au 23 juin 2013, a Saint-Amand-les-Eaux (Nord), M. le

Maire, album

Philippe Langlet 1935 nous a quittés a 'aube le samedi 15 juin 2013

- Stéle de Choisy, Choisy-le-Roi (Val-de-Marne)
- 2013- 29 mars-28 avril, « Vietnam Terre d’eaux », Chateau d'Aubenas (Ardéche)

http://www.dominiqguedemiscault.fr

J’apporte a mon village les couleurs de la mer... 16th of March-1st April, Musée

Maurice Genevoix - Place du Cloitre - 45550 Saint-Denis-de-I'Hétel

In 1980 she went outside France.

She visited Holland, Switzerland, Poland and Hungary for exhibition. Holland is very
near to France. Dom has a nostalgia for Holland. Her family was from Holland itself.
Dominique describes Holland as a very nice country, flat, small in size and with a big
colonial past. The sky there seems to come to the earth. Her mother looked like the
natives of Holland. And Dominique lovingly told that one of her grandsons looks like
Dominique’s mother  with white hair, blue eyes and little nose. The paintings of Holland
are mainly skyscapes and landscapes. Her eyes feasted on the artworks of Bruguel and
others in Holland. She has done exhibitions in Rotterdam. She was well reviewed in

Holland. Below we quote a review on her work:

Article by TITO CRULS, DenHaag 1980

“Today's artist lives in the cultural climate of postmodernism. The French philosopher
Jean-Jacques Lyotard shows in his writings that, unlike for example in the Cubist or De
Stijl era, we are no longer guided by a current or artistic movement. As a starting point
of the creative effort, there is no longer an authoritative theory because of a collective
conviction, but there is the confrontation with a plurality of historical material, from which
one chooses fragments to express the personal symbolism. Thus, one often preludes to

the archetypal image of ancient cultures, which by their primordial vitality can give a
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new meaning to the work. We prefer moments of the past that excite the imagination so
that we can play a game of meanings in the arts.

The acting director of the Municipal Museum in The Hague expressed it so strikingly in
the catalog of the exhibition entitled "The look on Den Haag": The vanguard lost its faith
in the progression, the artist is a nomad who, on the one hand knows himself dependent
on ordinary circumstances, but, on the other hand, seeks his way, under the star of
gods and goddesses, in the postmodern atmosphere.

This nomadic attitude is clearly present in the work of Dominique de Miscault. It
assimilates and translates fundamental values of biblical symbols, the epic of
Gilgamesh, the tower of Babel, the struggle between light and darkness.

In her work she uses, with a mastered emotion, an exuberant and splendid color
scheme.

Its figurative elements do not lead to dogmatic austerity, but culminate in the intoxication
of a striking ecstasy. The analytic process results in a play of intensely decorative lines,
which is saturated with a joyous acceptance of utopian desire.

In turn, the work is figurative and abstract, or a combination of both. Then, the figures
are representations of roses, bread, water and fire.

Dominique de Miscault was born in Paris in 1947 and shows a southern mentality in the
development by which she passed. It is also moving in the direction of a linear process
and shows a tendency towards the composition of portraits.

We hope to see her again in the near future.”

Now let us have a close reading of the review. We fully agree with Tito Cruls that the
era of modernism is on the wane. Picasso was no doubt a modernist who claimed that
artwork could add to the exhibits of nature. They might not be natural. But they could be
as meaningful and as meaningless as the objects of nature trees and creepers, hills and
dales and so on. Roland Barthes rang the death knell of the author. Not only that, but
also there was the death of any universal rule or truth. Chaos theory came upon the
scene. When a child is getting drowned in a lake an army marching in the
neighbourhood cannot rescue it presently. But someone in the crowd might dive into the

lake and rescue the child. The realm of aesthetics is no exception. No hard and fast rule
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applies there as well. And Dominique deMiscault could be classed with the post-modern

artists. Here we could quote the pictures of the apple trees.
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An mathematic hypothesis without experimental ground, Perhaps right, perhaps false!
Heisenberg pointed out that if we want to locate an electron, we cannot get at its
speed. If we want to grasp the speed of an electron, we cannot locate it. That
implies that the objective study of anything whatever is a myth. And the scientist
has to change his stance to observe a thing in its different aspects just as the
photographer must change his or her position to register the different
appearances of an object, the apple tree in this case. And anything whatever has
n aspects. Look at the photographs of the same apple tree. Each one is unique.
We had better do a close reading of the photographs of the same apple tree. In the first
picture above the apple tree has shed its leaves. It is winter. The tree with its stem and
branches zigzazagging up suggests the Eros, irresistibly longs the sky and the sun. But
why the red-black curtain stuck up? Does it mean passions stand in the way of its

embracing the sky.

The same apple tree in the sixth picture above is ashen. The ashen trunk stands as the
pillar on which white cover promises shelter for the earth and the living. The prospects
of rest and peace are there. And one could go inward.

Thus the same reality could have different meanings.

And hence reductionism, essentialism, fundamentalism and foundationalism do not give
us the reality. The reality is the riddle of sphinx and Oedipus is yet to come to resolve it.
The Shrimad Bhagavad Gita opines:
Ascaryavatpasyati kascidena
Mascaryavadvadati tathaiva canyah
Ascaryavaccainamanyah srnoti
Srutvapyenam veda
Na caiva kascit
( Ch 2:29, Bhagavad Gita)

People may find the reality as a wonder or say it is a mystery and some others may
hear it being called a conundrum, but none can see into the mystery of the reality so far.

She visited Switzerland.
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Switzerland has a special niche in western culture. During the first great war
Switzerland remained neutral. She did not belong to any of the belligerent parties. It was
during the war that Tristan Tzara walked into the country. A group of young men from
different parts of the continent gathered around him. And they were possibly influenced
by Spengler and believed that the decline and fall of Western civilization was at hand.
And they tried to ridicule all the cultural wealth that the West inherited since the days of
the glory that was Greece and of the grandeur that was Rome. What they did was to
add a moustache to a copied painting of Monalisa. They organised an art exhibition
where one had to enter via urinal. Dominique exclaims that the artwork of these
Dadaists were mere writing. But they shattered all the walls raised by the rules of
aesthetics. And if winter comes can spring be far behind? Also it was in the nineteenth
century itself that modern photography came upon the scene. And Cowper celebrated
photography with the following lines:

“Blest be the art that can immortalize

The art that baffles time’s tyrannic claims

To quench it”

Be that as it may when photography seemed to record or register a scene or a portrait
as it is the art of painting unburdened its task of depicting the reality as it is. The post-
impressionist in Cezanne and Gaugin and Van Gogh and their tribe showed up. The
Fauvists, the Cubists followed them. And then there were the expressionists--- the Blue
Rider group with Kandinsky as their leading light popped up then. Kandinsky’s
masterpiece Concerning the Spiritual in Art clearly pointed out that our civilization is too
busy getting and spending. The function of art is to transcend this materialism so that
we might get a glimpse of the beatitude of spiritual vision and joy. Kandinsky in fact shot
a sharp shaft of satire at the materialistic attitude today. His words are like Austerlitz
battle against materialism. Literally he gave a clarion call of revolution. It seems to us
that Dominique who apparently does not believe in any revolution is a revolutionary
withal following the footsteps of the great Kandinsky. Her photographs also along with
her paintings are abstract and absurd in the light of the common run of men, impelled by

the inner necessity of her being. In times to come we hope that we shall show how
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Dominique de Miscault’s works see eye to eye with the aesthetics of Kandinsky blow by
blow.

To come back to the main action of the story, dear readers, let us tell you that
Dominique visited Switzerland and exhibited her artworks in Lausanne the French
speaking part of Switzerland. A review there observes -

“Stones, chalks, silks, Dominique deMiscault shows, in the Gallery of Eglantine, a very
diverse and often fascinating talent. Her landscapes are beyond themselves, skeletons
and lights of things recomposed as a result of colourful vibrations; a song that
reconstructs the places of emotion, keeping only their lines of primitive forces struggling
with light”

The material with which the artist externalises his or her feelings are quite important.
But in our study we refrain from discussing the materials that laboured with the artist to
make the artworks. The review clearly dwells on how the painter deconstructs the
objects that she finds only to reconstruct things as a result of colourful vibrations and
lights. The afore quoted review characterises Dominique’s paintings as songs that
reconstruct the places of emotion keeping only their lines of primitive forces struggling

with light. Her landscapes are beyond themselves consequently.

The above picture shows the lines of primitive force externalising the great passion of
Dominique set out for globetrotting. The sword stands for the difficulties standing in the

way.




