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EDITORIAL

Platform December 2016 issue hereby proudly
announces that it is keen on publishing the poems of
contemporary writers abroad so that we Indians are
updated as to what happens in Japan, Uzbekistan
or Turkey etc. in the realm of poetry. The illustration
in the cover page depicts a Bodhisattva forged by
Dominique Demiscault, a contemporary artist from
France whose reputation is world wide. We are
thankful to her for contributing the priceless essay
on painting. We are equally thankful to all the writers
from India and abroad. We hope that the write ups in
Indian English will throw light on India today before
our foreign readers.

We are proud to announce that the essays and
stories in Bengali published in this issue seem to be
different from the average run of write ups in Bengali
ordinarily. We are thankful to the writers.

We will humbly request our writers , especially
from India, that their essays should not exceed one
thousand five hundred words. A poem from India
should not exceed twenty lines ordinarily.

With deepest regards

Humbly
Dr. Ramesh Chandra Mukhopadhyaya
Dr. Mousumi Ghosh
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Dominique de Miscault

COLOURS AND SHADOWS

And the evening and the morning were the first day."

Light and shadow will
endlessly be opposed, but
here I will dwell on a few
points which concern me
and have held my attention
ever since my childhood.

It would be easy to
present a colourful article
and let the Indian reader By | st N
follow his wandering  This Annunciation was pained b Fra
impressions while  Angelico between 1430 and 1432 with
discovering past and present tempera and. gold on a panel measuring
horizons. As a European I 194x194cm including the predella.
am anchored in a tradition
which enables me to propose my views to my Indian friends. I
will therefore begin with Brother Angelico in order quickly to
highlight our modern history as well as pinpoint my interests
in the matter of colours and shadow.

Guido di Pietro was born around 1387 at Vicchio di
'The Holy Bible, Genesis 1/5

Dominique de Miscault is a French abstract artist, painter, sculptor and film maker
of high watermark. Her deep thought fulness and meditative mind is manifest in
every trifle that she dwells on. Her Seven Days of Creation on the Ceramic Road
Hanoi is a triumph of abstract art. She is an author of significant book as well.

9



Mugello and died in Rome in 1455.
Aged 21 he joined the Dominicans
in the Fiesole convent, on the hills
outside Florence. He took the name
of Fra Giovanni, better known as
Fra Angelico. The strict rules of |
monastic life were perfectly suited
to this artist who, renouncing the
world and his individuality, could
attain a spiritual purity reflected in
his work. Early on, nevertheless, he
signed his works, thus underlining
the authenticity of his commitment. As a painter of the
Quattrocento he is a representative of the First Renaissance
which heralds the Renaissance in Europe. He managed to ally
the painting principles of the Renaissance® (perspective and
importance of the human figure) with the old mediaeval values
of art, its didactic function, (he is a Dominican after all), and
the mystic meaning of light. Greatly influenced by Giotto, Fra
Angelico proposes a painting which is pervaded with tradition
and yet departs from it, due not only to its technique but even
more to its spirituality.

To sum up: The message of the Dominican friar is fraught
with evangelical simplicity. With his painting he aims at
nothing but invite the onlooker to meditate and pray.

Around 1447 he spends a year in Orvieto where he begins
his frescoes “Stories of the Last Days” on the vault of the new
San Brizio Chapel in the right hand transept of the cathedral.
A vault which will inspire Michelangelo for the Sistine Chapel.
His work is unfinished and will be taken up by Luca Signorelli
in 1499. This piece radiates with colours, blue and red stand out
on a background of gold. The various characters, first of all the

2The Renaissance is a phase of the modern era associated with the re-discovery of
Antiquity. It asserted itself gradually, from the dawn of the 13th century (the
Trecento) in various Italian cities until what is styled the First Renaissance (the
Quattrocento) 1400-1455 with its capital, Florence. The idea was to free oneself from
mediaeval scholastic by reverting to the models of Antiquity. In 1409 the principles
of perspective were established by Brunelleschi, Donatello and Masaccio. The Mona
Lisa by Leonardo da Vinci, 1503-1506 (77/55cm, exhibited in the Louvre since 1797)
is emblematic of the passage from the Quattrocento to the Renaissance.
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numerous angels, delight the eye by their serenity which invites
to contemplation or, more simply, to prayer.

Against the bright rainbow of Brother Angelico there stands the
dark, yetradiant, intimacy of Rembrandt van Rijn. A trend which started
with Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio, (b.1571 Milano, d.1610
Porto Ercole). The chiaroscuro of Caravaggio suggests a mankind
steeped in darkness and seeking for divine light and the Word of
redemption. The preference of Rembrandt (1606-1669) for penumbra
enhances the dramatic tension which stiffens the postures while it gives

Rembrandt, Christ reveulin isef to the
pilgrims of Emmaus, 1648, the Louvre

11

volume and presence
to the protagonists. So
much so as time has
darkened the pigments
and varnishes used at
the time.

The wall, in
this first Supper at
Emmaus (1628), like a
scaling skin, radiates
vanishing lines. The
eyes of the disciple
protrude in  the
shocking brightness
of the light hitting
the shadow. The
dark figure of the



resurrected Lord balances that of the woman working near a fire
far away on the left. In this early Supper at Emmaus everything
stands in contrast in this solitude and questions about death.
Twenty years later, Rembrandt places Christ majestically at the
centre of a Renaissance palace. Yellow turns to white, brown
comes in various shades, red fades into pink. Rembrandt has
reached maturity, does he have a message about the resurrection
of the dead?

Mention has to be
made of George de La
Tour (1593-1652). This
native of Lorraine, also
influenced by Caravaggio,
was re-discovered after
a long eclipse due to his
geographic position at the
crossing point between
Germany, Northern, Italian

, and French cultures. All the
Magdalene with the smoking flame, 128x94 cm, colours in his works give

16040-45, the Louvre Museum out their emotion by the

light of a candle which is here the object of Magdalene’s meditation.

After this Renaissance, glanced at a bit too quickly, I intend
to address another one which, in my eyes, represents the
other essential anchoring point in European history. A time
of revolutions which heralded the contemporary era, with its
industrialization, democratization and nationalisms, leading to
what we agree to term the demographic revolution.

European painting was bound to undergo these upheavals,
all the more as, from the start, photography dismissed to the
background the historic importance of painting and drawing,
thus causing the artistic endeavour to become interiorized.

Compelled to look into themselves, the authors of art no
longer had to perpetuate the memory of people and places;
the best of them kept looking for the Absolute, risking to lose
themselves in the process. In the mid-nineteenth century the big
upheavals began to take place with the Impressionists. Suffice it
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to mention Claude Monet (1840-1926) who
began with his series of the Rouen cathedral
(1892/94) and ended in Giverny with the
Nympheas, passing from light to light and
from one blurred embroidery to another.
Or else Vincent Willem van Gogh who
was born in the south of the Netherlands
in 1853 and died in 1890 at Auvers sur Oise
near Paris without having sold one single
canvas, he, the painter of the furious fusion
of yellow and blue.

Polychrome wood Christ

Even of the 18th, the small
if Paul chapel Trémalo next to
the village of Pont-Aven

Gauguin (1848-1903) was
born in Paris, he spent part
of his childhood in Lima,
Peru, with his mother
whose family was Peruvian.
In a France pervaded with
¥ Romanticism® throughout
the beginning of the century,
he worked as a stockbroker
| before turning to painting
when he was 36. In order to
devote himself entirely to

- his calling, he left his Danish
wife and children in Denmark. He settled in Rouen and regularly
visited Brittany where he met Emile Bernard with whom he
created the Pont-Aven movement. In 1888 he was tragically re-
united with a Van Gogh who was running berserk; an episode
which culminated on December 23rd, with Van Gogh cutting
off his own ear. Gauguin then entered a period of mysticism

*Romanticism is a cultural movement which appeared in Western Europe at the end of
the 18th century and spread widely till mid-century. It found expression in literature,
painting, sculpture, music and politics. It is characterized by the will to explore all
the possibilities of art in order to express the emotions of the soul, it is a reaction of
feeling against reason, it exalts the mysterious and the fantastic, seeks escape and
rapture into dream, exoticism, the morbid, the sublime, the past. It is the ideal or the
nightmare of a passionate, melancholy sensitivity.
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when he painted The yellow Christ. “I love Brittany, here I find
again the wild and the primitive. When my galoshes echo
on this granite soil I hear the deep, dull and powerful sound
that I seek in my painting.” In Pont-Aven he takes the lead of
the Nabi* movement, a masterful introduction to Modern art®
, from Cézanne (1839-1906) to Munch (1863-1944). In 1891 finally,
finding it unbearable to have his works criticized, he decided
to leave the “civilized” world. He organized a public sale of
his paintings before taking to the seas under the tormented
skies of the monsoon and left for Polynesia where he stayed for
two years. Sickness brought him back to Paris where he made
the acquaintance of Maurice Denis, then he returned to Tahiti.
Adrift in his “Paradise lost” where he was also overtaken by
despair, he drank himself to death while painting relentlessly
under tormented skies and slaughtering the principles
regulating colour. Gauguin advises: “do not follow nature too
closely, art is an abstraction which you draw from nature while
dreaming in front of it; think more of the creative process and
less of its result. This is the only way of rising toward God: do
as the divine Master did, create.”

In this way Gauguin is linked with symbolism whose
definition was given by art critic G.A. Aurier in an article
about Gauguin’s work: “The work of art should, first of all, be
“ideated” since its only ideal is to express an idea, secondly, it
should be symbolic since this idea will be expressed through

*The Nabi circle originated in a controversy about a painting by Paul Sérusier, The
Talisman painted under the guidance of Paul Gauguin whom he met in Pont-Aven
in the summer of 1888. Gauguin incited Sérusier to get rid of imitation in painting,
to use bold, pure colours, to exaggerate his vision without misgivings, to give to his
painting its own decorative and symbolic logic.

*Fauvism was a trend in painting which emerged in France in 1905 and lasted till 1910

14



a form, thirdly, synthetic since these forms and signs will be
transcribed into a medium accessible to all, fourthly, subjective
since the object will never be considered as an object but as a
sign perceived by the subject, fifthly the work of art should be
ornamental.

“The life and work of Gauguin turn into pure anger,
overthrowingand trampling thelawsof Renaissance perspective,
its colours and its order, established and mandatory. Ever since
The Talisman he has made
the seashore pink; Gauguin
clashes saturated pigments
together, red, blue, yellow
are varied to infinity into flat,
ringed surfaces which enable
the artist to use figuration for
spiritual ends.

“Art includes philosophy
in the way philosophy
includes art. Otherwise, what
would become of Beauty?
The Colossus goes up to
the Pole, the linchpin of the
world; his great mantle gives
' i warmth and protection to the
The Girl wzth a Fan, 1902, Oil on canvas, two seeds, Seraphltus and
91.9 x 72.9 cm Folkwang Museum, Essen Seraph1ta, these fruitful souls
which endlessly mingle and, leaving their boreal vapours, come
upon the whole universe in order to learn, love and create.®”
Gauguin died in 1903, in the Marquesas islands, in his hut,
Atuona, “the house of enjoyment”.

Along with the orgy of colours, allied to the figurative
manner of Gauguin, Van Gogh, the Nabis and the Fauves,
another, more radical, quest in black and white is pursued by
Kasimir Malevitch among others, like a tensing of muscles before
the great leap forward into abstraction. A passage beyond the
conscious toward a re-discovery, or rather a re-interpretation,
of the unconscious. The mysterious number 0.10 is the figure of

¢Before and After p. 195, 1902
15



a thought: zero, because, after the destruction of the old world,
things could start from scrap, and ten, because, initially, ten
artists were supposed to participate. BUT, in the end, there were
fourteen of them. Figures and thoughts are indeed arbitrary!

In 1915 Kasimir Malevitch” painted his Black Square (80x80cm,
oil on canvas). He then declared that painting would soar to
an immaterial space and that hanging a painting expressed
a thought. His work essentially resorts to the construction of
geometric units and coloured surfaces arranged in dynamic
balance.

Origin of 0.10

EXITING FROM THE CANVAS

To this approach I am inclined to compare this window/
picture photographed some time ago at 13 rue Villehardouin in
the Marais district in Paris. Not only because of the black and
white, but because of the confusion it suggests:

' When Black is White:

The wall at the back is
crumbling, peeling like a skin.
The window is open, black on
dull shades of white. Shades
into Lights. Black into White
annihilates the spectrum. The wall
in the foreground is a closure. The
shutters mingle white and black,
they express this confusion of our
times about the role of the artist
who no longer simply produces
"Born 23 Feb. 1878 in Kiev from Polish parents, died 15 May1935 in Leningrad, from
cancer. He is among the first abstract painters of the 20th century.
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“works”, yet cannot and should not be included in the trend of
“art therapy” or mere leisure.

What has become of boundaries?

Pierre Soulages® uses reflections of the black colour.
Beyond black white
is  revealed! His |
paintings resort
to relief, slashes,
grooves into the black
matter, creating an
interplay of light and
colour. The object of
his work is no longer
the shades of black
but the light which
they reveal and organize.

More prosaically, in the summer of 2016, one could read
on the walls of Paris: “You'll never turn off the light in the
dark any more”. A publicity for new lighting devices! Cryptic
words to ward off the fear of darkness. But you can play with
paradoxes ceaselessly since darkness is necessary to enjoy light
and colours. The more so if you think of those “black holes”
which are not really black; indeed these gluttons do not only
swallow they retch too! And so doing, they corroborate Stephen
Hawking’s intuition®’. Also if you think of public lighting at
night, of the monuments which now turn into 3D paintings,
cleverly handled by lighting managers.

8Born in Rodez (Aveyron), on Dec. 24, 1919. He is a French painter end engraver
associated with abstraction since the late 1940’s

’Le Monde 17th of August 2016 Page 23 - from my husband is a scientific fraud ...
but the idea is appealing to me

17



The Fondation Louis Vuit‘tdedic tocontempomry creation, opened in the Bois
de Boulogne in Paris on October, 27, 2014. The building, conceived by Frank Gehry
is here temporarily decorated by Daniel Buren. Work in situ, L’observatoire de la
lumiere.

At The Fondation Louis Vuitton L’observatoire de la lumiere,
conceived in narrow communion with the structure, displays
itself on the glass panels, emblematic of the building. These
twelve sails made of 3600 glass panes are covered in staggered
rows with coloured filters which, in turn, are punctuated by
bands alternately white and colourless. The thirteen colours
selected allow the appearance and disappearance of patterns
which keep changing according to the time of day and to the
seasons. Through this interplay of colours, reflections, contrasts
and transparencies,
Daniel Buren offers a
new way of looking at
the building.

(Here I open a
parenthesis, out of place,
coming from elsewhere
or leading to other

horizons, toward this society
which is still largely rural and
appeals to other countries in the
world and probably to India, I
mean Vietnam:

Nguyen Phan Chanh (1892-
1984)is a painter, well-known for
representing typical, traditional
scenes'’. Inspired by the authenticity of the rural world, he

Born into a literary family, Nquyén Phan Chdu received a traditional education in
Hugé, the former imperial capital (1802-1945). In 1925 he entered the Ecole des Beaux
Arts de I'Indochine, when it was founded in Hanoi and was graduated in 1930.

18



favours earthy colours (brown, black, ochre) which he offsets
with white. He relies on the traditional techniques of Chinese
painting (working on silk, using calligraphy and monograms),
while renewing its aesthetics by using his colours in large
surfaces to give density and robustness to his compositions.
In this way he reminds of the tradition of engravings, those of
Dong Ho as well as other places in North Vietnam, in which
large “aplats” ringed by thick black lines display traditional
sayings conveying mirth, teasing and happy thoughts into the
homes of ordinary people.)

Dance 2 (260 x 391 cm) painted in 1909, was commissioned by Russian art collector
Shchukin, a great lover of French art at the beginning of the 20" century. He brought
Russia to an early acquaintance with the French avant-garde. There are two versions
of this painting, in different colours. Dance 1 at the Museum of Modern Art in New
York, Dance2 at the Hermitage, St Petersburgh, Russia.

19



. The Nabis!" resort to the same graphic devices! Finally,
I will mention Matisse who went a step beyond Gauguin
without losing his balance, since the “leap forward” was made
by his elders, leading to the great dismantling brought about
by the so-called conceptual art. In 1909 Matisse painted his two
“dances” reminiscent of Tahitian girls in their motions.

In 1947 Matisse felt
exhausted and left for
Polynesia seeking for the
tropical skies and waters.
“I find everything wonderful,
the sights, the trees, the
%}"’] flowers, the people [....] It is
impossible to describe all the
sensations I have had since my
arrival.” The strange novelty is complete, he is fascinated by all
he sees: the lush vegetation on wh1ch he w111 focus his ult1mate
research, together with the
vibrations of the light, this light
whose every variation he feels,
while bathing in the lagoons
and experiencing the contrast
between sea and sky. He draws,
takes photographs, writes to his
wife; so many reminders for the
time of his return.

For example, he conceives this tapestry which bears
resemblance with the work of Jean Lurcat™. Finally, Matisse
resorts to cut-outs and gouache. In 1949 he undertakes what he

"The Nabi movement is a post-impressionist, avant-garde movement outside the
academic painting of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Reacting against their
forbears, the Nabis seek to break away from realism. Whether or not they still adhere
to Christianism, they explore trails more authentically spiritual in connection with
new philosophies and creeds bearing the mark of the East, the esoteric and the occult.
Japanese wooden engravings and objects circulate widely. The same applies to music,
particularly with Erik Satie and Claude Debussy.

2Jean Lurgat was a painter, ceramist and tapestry-maker who was born in1892 in the
Vosges and died in 1966 in Saint-Paul-de-Vence. He renewed the conceptions about
tapestry in the 20th century in the same way Picasso disrupted the notions about
ceramics. His younger brother, André Lurcat, is an architect akin to Le Corbusier.

20



considers to be the masterpiece of his life: The Rosaire Chapel
in Vence. He devoted himself to it until 1952, in the company of
his former nurse and model Monique Bourgeois' who, as Sister
Jacques-Marie, had joined the convent of Dominican nuns in
Vence, in 1946. The Rosaire chapel represents the ultimate point
in his quest for conciseness and barrenness, in which he found,
in his own words: “an art of equilibrium, purity, tranquility.”
He was too sick to attend the inauguration of the chapel, but
wrote: “I have not sought for beauty but for truth. I present to you, in
all humility, the Rosaire Chapel of the Dominican convent in Vence.
This work has cost me four years of exclusive, assiduous work. It is the
outcome of all I did in life. In spite of all its imperfections, I consider
it as a masterpiece.”

We have come full circle, back to the innocence and
simplicity of Brother Angelico. The fig leaf'* appears yellow on
a dark blue background which filters the light in this chapel of
contemplation. Saint Dominic stands in majesty; the altar faces

BMonique Bourgeois (1921-2005) While training for a nurse she was hired by Matisse
and became his model. When she took orders she met him again due to the proximity
of his villa Le Réve to the convent where she was. She told him about the intended
building of a chapel and he undertook it in its entirety, from architecture to furniture,
including stained glass windows, mural paintings on tiles and the chasubles for the
priests. Sister Jacques-Marie died in Bidart in the Basque country, at Les Embruns,
a center for functional re-education which she had managed for forty years. She was
buried in Vence in the morning of October,1, 2005.

™ The fig-tree is the emblem of the Mediterranean Basin, where it has been grown for
thousands of years. It includes around 600 species, generally tropical, which can be
found from Central Asia to China, from Iran to the North of India. Since the origin
of mankind the ficus has been used for food and medicine. Ficus carica is one of the
oldest domesticated purveyors of fruit, it could be found in the Jordan valley in the
early Neolithic period. It is mentioned in the Bible, illustrated in Mesopotamia and
ancient EQypt. In the Vence chapel, the fig-tree does not only decorate, it represents the
historic life of Israel. ISRAEL IS THE PROPHETIC FIG TREE.

“I found Israel like grapes in the wilderness; I saw your fathers as the first stripe in the
fig tree at her first time; but they went to Baalpeot, and separated themselves unto that
shame; and their abominations were according as they loved. “ (Hosea, 10)

“The Lord shewed me, and, behold, two baskets of figs were set before the temple of the
Lord, after that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had carried away captive Jeconiah
the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, and the princes of Judah, with the carpenters and
smiths, from Jerusalem, and had brought them to Babylon. One basket had very good
figs, even like the figs that are the first ripe: and the other basket had very naughty figs,
which could not be eaten, they were so bad. "(Jeremiah, 24,1-2),

“Now learn a parable of the fig tree; when his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth
leaves, ye know that summer is nigh:” (Matthew,24,32, and Mark, 13,28)
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the stations of the Cross glazed black on a white ground.

. =~ B
In other words, the symbols herald and echo one another
allowing their meaning to emerge, creating surprise in the
beholder or even the desire to know more.

14 SEPT. 2016
15 JAMNY. 2077

GBrem

Not at all, Mister Ben: cheek upheld as art has provided
you with a living, yes, but gives us the opportunity to say No
to you. Not everything is art, not everything is beauty; some
people had to go through destruction to blaze a trail leading to
a new horizon. Such were Gauguin or Van Gogh who did leave
a few testimonies of their raptures, but nevertheless sacrificed
themselves to that end. Ben, you amuse yourself, you fill your
pockets with the sacrifice of others. Art, as well as love, is a
powerful incentive and you do not assess its price with money.

English translation : Michele SULIVAN




Miiesser Yeniay

MENSTRUATION

Postfeminismus

Silence becomes word
drop by drop

I am a woman, a poet
in this nothingness
that batters my body

egg that leaves my womb
every month

has a legend

in my body

it has a trace

my womenhood
my Achilles toe

my dog that barks every month

a man can't be a poet
a man can be a pen for a poet

MUESSER YENIAY, Ph.D., A poet of a scholar from Turkey. Her poems have been
translated into various languages.
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GonbpoLA oF THE MooN

L.
The moon reflected on earth

the footprints of love
became
clearer

II.

Beauty is staggering

I held on to my heart

II.

In the moonlight

I saw the mysteries
of heart

A THOUSAND AND ONE NIGHT POEMS

(Oh cute reader
bring your pink horizon
and link to mine

(Since I am happy
when I am writing)

on the flying
carpets
of words)

INSIDE MYSTERY

I found you
in mystery

I am lost in you
I am lost in you

now silence is my relative
now my heart is my tent
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I am being drifted
on the river that flows
from my eyes to your eyes

MAHARAJAH

Day was closed inside
like a faded
flower

my world would fit into
a camel’s hump

we were passing

through the mountains

as elaborately as a thread through
-aneedle

my dream was an Indian Maharajah
when she slept and fell down
saddle

the caravan walked...

a thousand and one nights people went
after the earth
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Kae Morit

WINTER’S (GARDEN

In the dead of night
I open my eyes

I see the illuminated trees
With a beautiful green feather and a red beak
The Sampoucho* was standing on a branch

In gold-leafed snow softly falling
In the ink black darkness
Rising elegantly
I watched silently

Golden bird at my window

The bird that symbolized secret dream
This I knew
Outside the window the tree extending its graceful branches
One not yet grown
A bird this beautiful doesn’t inhabit
But the bird I'm now
Looking at

She is a Japanese poet, and internationally acting since 2004. She published books: A
Red Currant, The Light of Lapis Lazuli, Over the Endless Night, Olive-a letter from
Anne, 66-Megaquake, Tsunami& Fukushima, and others.
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Writing poetry I become truly sad by this silent grace of God
There are no words
For this

*Sampoucho...Himalayan bird

A SPRING OF OLIVE

To reconcile with hatred
Encounter between metal and rainbow

Candle lightening in your ice
And a spell of love

PATH TO THE GARDEN

Pleasant afternoon passed
Without notice

Then

Shadows keep silence

What silhouettes me?
My memory

Coming and going
In

The entrance of light

I'm stumbling at stones of existence
And

Seeking for

The reflective path to the garden

With

Flowers of imagination
Fruits of life
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RAINBOW ARCHED OVER THE POETRY

Mathematic is so beautiful

Not understand the analysis and linear algebra for me....
Only geometry in vowels leads me
To eternity

Welcome rain pours
Into funnel after straining tears

Panicles like paulownia flowers are

Shining in the luster

Ringing the bells by wind

The most beautiful similar-figures in this world

When one whispers
On the distant hill

Poetry—
Is with wings
Like the wind

It would grasp heart of looking up at the sky

And fly away
To bless one who was born in words
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Mai Viin Phén

English translation by H Liéu
Edited by Susan Blanshard

DURING THE STORM

A sprout rises
Face to face
With the mountain

YoUNG GGRASSES

Struck with dew
Wait for passing clouds
In mindfulness

ONE BEAN SEED

In the glass bottle
Near the open window
An evening star

Vietnamese poet Mai Vin Phan was born 1955 in Ninh Binh, Red River Delta in
North Vietnam. Currently, he is living and writing poems in Hai Phong city. He has
won several national literary awards of Vietnam. He has published 22 poetry books,
11 of which were several times reprinted or reprinted with adjustments in English,
French, Spanish, Thai, Turkey, Albanian, Hindi & Bengali (India)
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THE BurraLo CALF

Satiated after suckling
Looks at green grass
And its mother

THE FauLT oF RAIN

We

Shared the same dream

The seed has emerged from its pod

EARLY WINTER

The bird
Sings
With a spring voice

OMEN

In the morning
I held the potato seedling
Roots across my palm

THE WIND RaZED GGRASSES

Every morning
I pour boiling water
Into the exhausted teapot

TRACES OF SUNLIGHT

In golden splendour
Each ray laying
On the palm of my hand
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WALKING IN RAIN

Touching one drop
I knew
Its loneliness

THE BurraLo CALF

Pushed its nose
Gratefully
Into the ground

THE SEEDS

In self-knowledge
Sprout
On a broad expanse of soil

EARLY MORNING

The dove
Holding sunrise in its beak
Flies away

AFTER THE SOWING

It rained
I grew up fast
In darkness

SPRING RAIN

The earthen pot
In the painting
Is totally drenched
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THE RAINBOW

Ran parallel
Along the road
To my front door

IN Dry Rice FIELDs

The bittern’s eyes
Saw one grave
Completely drowned in water

IN THE STORM

Grave by grave
Like flexed muscles
Protecting one another

Heavy RAINFALL

Cleaned up the surface of leaves
The caterpillar
Clung to the underside

RouUGH SEAs

The seagull
Hides its wings
Reluctant to fly
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Azam Abidov

I AM cLAY —

Liquid and weak.

I have neither tongue
Nor mouth, to speak.
Everyone likes

To make some figure
From me,

I am clay —

Liquid and weak.

I always go

Through palms.
I'leak...

I'leak...

HAXAN

The old serpent is sitting on my shoulder,
I cannot open my eyes,

I cannot open my lips

to thank God.

In addition to this it’s raining.
I am growing stout — what is more.

God is sleeping in my heavy heart.

Azam Abidov, Poet, Translator, Cultural Adviser, Uzbekistan
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A READING WOMAN

A woman’s sitting in a slum
The slum is in a dump.

As she gets the hump:

The woman is reading.

It is dark in the dump,
There is a dim light
Inside the slum.

The woman is reading
Under the wan candlelight.

Her hope from life is dim, dim...

The reading woman
of my dream!
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(Bink Tam)
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Pham Van Binh

IN THE Zoo

The tyrant dinosaur opened wide its mouth big and red like a
blood basin

and turned to the animals gathering into a herd in a fright with
a series of bites.

Tigers, panthers, deers, stags, foxes, weasels, gibbons and
hares...

one by one,

one by one,

kicked convulsively in a death between its bloody jaws...

The beast of prey coming from the prehistoric age

uttered growls full of satisfaction

after the bloody feast

and then fell on its back on the lawn

immerging into a deep sleep

in the frightened look of the animal herd standing in the
distance :

- When will my turn come, God ?

Outside the zo0’s fence,

stood some security guards in brand-new uniforms,

holding in hand modern anaesthetic guns.

Some tremblingly gazed at the dinosaur with a look full of fear,

A prolific writer of Vietnam. He is also a Vietnamese English poet. His poems have
niche in Vietnamese Literature.
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some calmly gazed at it with the eyes of a dead fish,
with a self-confident thought flashing in their mind :
- This fence is high and firm enough !

In a distant corner, in a small cage,

a little birdie

threw to the security guards a desperate look.
In its wide open chest,

a tinny heart

was
dripping
out
dark
red
blood

drops...
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Gjeké Marinaj

THE HORSES

All our lives we keep running,
We look only ahead.

What happens behind us, we fear to know.
We have no names.

We are all called horses:

We don’t weep,

We don't laugh,

We fall silent.

We listen,

We eat what we are handed,
We go where we are herded,
None of us is sharp-witted enough.
For the horse of a king,

They created a lofty post.

For the horse of a princess,
They sewed a golden saddle.
For the horse of a peasant,
They wove a saddle of straw.
As for the wild horse,

They kept it outdoors all its life.
Before the people,

We were and remain horses.

Poet Gjeké Marinaj is an Albanian—American poet, writer, translator, literary critic,
and founder of the Protonism Theory.
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Text: Dr.Gjeke Marinaj
Translation in Bengali: Dr. Mousumi Ghosh
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Marinaj published his poem entitled ‘Horses” in the Albanian paper
of record, Drita, which at first glance it read like a simple poem
about farm animals, but was actually a satirical social and political
commentary about the Albanian people being herded and corralled
by an oppressive Communist regime.

(source http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gjeke...)
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WOoMEN DENIED JUSTICE

Dr. K, V. Dominic

Eighth March, International Women’s Day
Women remembered and honoured every year
Commendable practice started long back in 1975
Gender equality proud slogan of 2016

Fifty percent of my compatriots are women
Women Reservation Bill still in freezer

Bill demands only thirty three percentin Lok Sabha
and all legislative assemblies of the States
Patriarchy plays its regular villainous role
Women’s reservation only twelve percent

in this largest democracy of world
Neighbouring Islam country

Bangladesh has twenty percent

Pakistan too twenty percent

Even Taliban has twenty eight

Asian countries total is eighteen

And India has only thirteenth place

Europe reserves twenty four

Whereas African country Rwanda sixty three
And my own most literate State Kerala
humiliates us with only five percent

Prof. Dr. K. V. Dominic - A leading Indian English poet, critic and short story writer.
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For THE CITIZENS OF SPECIAL ETHICAL ZONES

Prasanta Panda

I asked some smart citizens,

Do you understand religion?

The answer was:

How many freedom points it will earn
For our online shopping or in the malls
To get things cheaper?

I wandered if it would be better to ask Gods and godmen
For an easy explanation.

One god said:

I could say something

But not now,

Global warming is taking away our apples,
Whether forbidden or not.

The other smiled.

And in dismay said:

I am still waiting for millions of my sisters

To bring me a mustard seed I have asked for.

In my own land not many understood

What I spoke almost twenty five hundred years ago.

I approached a group of godmen for an explanation:
They said: Don’t worry,

People will soon understand religion.

We have asked governments to give us land free of cost
In the name of special ethical zones.

Where we will convert economy into ethics,

And obviously the reverse.

There people will earn freedom points buying our products,
To get them redeemed in their death to get salvation.
Forget the means for now,

We will ensure forever the end is religious.

A significant Indian English poet, Prasanta Panda, Professor in English, IIT Banaras
Hindu University. He edits Nuances a journal with difference.
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Quick Tour To Bisunupur 2016
Aneet Ghosh

Durga Pujo happens to be a festival when I never feel
staying outside of home even in exchange of most expensive
returns. I don’t go out for usual pandel hopping, not really lust
for a special puja dinner in a posh plush restaurant, not much
craving to watch the beautiful Bengali women folks across all
ages in nicest of costumes and make ups, neither spend time as
a typical bhadrolok in our parapujo as well. The only thing I do
is idling the holidays at home sometimes sleeping, sometimes
reading pujosonkha (special festival editions of vernacular
newspapers & magazines) and being at evening adda (a short
or long session of agenda less discussions among a group) with
few friends who can afford to spent time alike, surely not the
class of Bengali intellectuals. Normally, this is the time when
my dear wife celebrates nine days of almost fast and remains
too busy with stuff like Chandipath (recitation of Mythological
literatures) and all the likes, which makes my life easier for
idling at ease. Years after years, the same routine follows,
barring a couple when, once me and the other time my wife
fell sick seriously and had to spend the time with medical
worries. Still, I never get bored by this routine, rather craving
for following the same in years to come. This year hence was
not any different, with the exception of a washed out Nineth
day (Nabami), the most romantic one.

Suddenly, this year I thought to gift my wife with something
different because of her unflinching allegiance to nine day semi
fast and Chandipath, amidst usual routine of work and travel.
So on the washed out evening of Nabami, while sitting at home,
I surfed thru the internet to find a place for an outing. Perhaps,
Maa Durga was still aboard on earth then, I won a bumper!!
A place in Bishnupur tourist lodge, inspite of huge onslaught
from the state employees celebrating long holiday gifted by our
dear Didi. Ah! What a gift!! Once my wife mentioned few days
back that she could go for an outing if some place is available

Aneet Ghosh, an Engineer turned into a Literary Artist.
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at Bishnupur. And see, here is the place available to gratify the
worldly wishes of my dear wife. I do nothing during the puja
times, still every year one more episode happens as a routine,
a bad to worse stomach. This year was not an exception and
so I wake up on Dashami day charging my stomach with the
most lethal tablet so that I am fully fit for the trip which I have
planned to gift my dear wife.

The next day, we moved out very early in the morning at 5
o’clock and got into a cab to start our journey fresh and fine. We
took Rupashi Bangla Express from Santragachi station. Since
I could book in tatkal only, I have managed an AC chair car
accommodation for both of us and was feeling quite high asIam
not in the cattle class. To our utter disgust, the IG of police also
planned to travel and it made our life pretty much uncomfortable
because of the innumerable security from the state police as
well as railway police. No tea boy or a singarawallawere allowed
any closer to our coach. And the train was not with an usual
pantry. One could imagine what our state was, an almost
fasting morning all thru!! Still, I enjoyed the three hour journey
with the beautiful landscape of truly Rupashi Bangla and surely
being content to fulfill my wife’s desire for once atleast.

We reached the town at around 11 o’clock and took a
rickshaw for the tourist lodge. Incidentally, the tourist lodge
was on the other side of the town near the heritage places and
so we had to painstakingly squeeze into the available space and
crawl at slowest pace. I felt bad as the guy who was cycling out
was fairly old and it was still a hot sun over the head. The town
was no worthy of a description, with natural stuffs like the court,
correctional home, bus stand, innumerable hut like Bhater hotel,
broken road, unassuming people, wall paintings from last
elections, large and small advertisements and so on. When 1
was almost getting a bit disappointed with the looks around,
suddenly to my surprise, an old red bricked structure surfaced
out within innumerable houses and shops. I could realize then
may be the place is not all that bad. We reached the lodge, a
fairly large courtyard in the front of a typical three storied
structure. The first impression was pleasant given that for last
quarter to half of an hour or so, my eyes dated back may be
thirty years, firmly establishing a belief of poor state of affairs
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in our beloved state. MaaDurga might have just left for her
Himalayan home, still surely not without blessing us or for that
matter my wife, as next hours and days we stayed at Bishnupur,
brought in a deep sense of content and conflict, which both of us
enjoyed hugely and returned after two days with pretty much
pleasant memories of our trip. I am now sure that MaaDurga
surely comes to earth during the times and stays in the hearts
and bloods of innumerable Bengalis wherever they are.

We enquired at the reception how to go around the places
to watch. The guy fairly prepared with all arrangements,
suggested to hire a Totto, which they can call and the Totto
driver could then be the guide as well. We decided to take a
little rest because of the early wake up and fixed 2 o’clock as
the time for our local outing after the lunch. We did the same
and after a simple Bengali lunch, moved out in a Totto with an
young guy called Swapan. The first destination was very near
to the lodge, which in fact we got a glimpse while coming. In a
minute or so we were near the entrance and the guy told us to
buy tickets which will remain valid for the other two sites, all
three being maintained by ASI.

Rash  Manch - dates back almost 400 vyears, built
by Malla king BirHambir. It is a fairly large structure with a core
locker room surrounded by two to three layers of corridors
and finally the open courtyard where kirtan used to get played
during Rash mela. I am not going into the history as I am sure all
the history is best available in internet. I just thought to share my
feelings. It was 2.30 pm or so in the afternoon, sun still bright,
once I am into the structure, I had a feel of an air conditioned
environment. Such is the level of insulating brick wall and
roof. The structure has usual architectural beauty and civil
engineering aspects for load transfer, may be nothing special
in it. Still, the work of terracotta was amazing. Given the times
when it was built, the terracotta panels depicted mythological
stories from Ramayan, Shakuntala and life at large during the
times. The last Rash festival took place in 1932 incidentally. It
was too much for the Totto driver to answer our queries, so
we fixed a local guide, an energetic, passionate, middle aged
gentleman. Slowly, both of us started getting absorbed into the
entire history. We visited the place many times later during our
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stay at various positions of sun from dawn to dusk (since it is
pretty much near to the lodge) and tried to get a visualization of
history. I am sure if somebody can recreate the history, the place
can become a marvelous show piece for tourism. While we
were mesmerized with the historical monument because of its
architecture, grandeur, terracotta works of finest quality;, still, we
remain equally disappointed with the local administration and
the men in charge for their careless attitude in even providing
facilities in terms of roads, rest rooms and so on for visitors.
We fail to understand when the town is not having not much
avenues for income, this could become a great money earner for
locals and revenue generator for the local administration, still
politics rule the day.

Next stop was another heritage site called Jod Bangla temple,
a twin structure with similar level of terracotta work dated 350-
400 years earlier. By the time we reached the place, we have
already tuned ourselves into the ambience of Baishnab culture
which used to be the primary theme during the hay days of
Bishnupur.

Remember, we had purchased the tickets for three heritage
sites and so the last one was perhaps the best so far as terracotta
work is concerned — ShyamRai temple. The impeccable work of
art and combing the same with the mythology, rituals, several
aspects of life at large predominant during the times, speaks
pretty high of the level of artisans. One more aspect needs
mention is the influence of other cultures like Mughal, Chinese
and so on in the portraits of terracotta, could easily be identified
with encryptions of dragon and soldiers with Mughal identity.
In fact the entire work was expression of a storyline or multiple
storylines coming from mythology and the then monarchial
practices.

The tour doesn’t end with the three heritage sites only. Some
more reminiscent from old history were also present and as
usual our passionate guide didn’t miss the opportunity to take
us there as well. Dolmadal, out of those, surely demands special
mention. A big crude bomber, capable to bomb far away targets
(may be few kilometers) dated 1600 AD was also retained
by ASI as heritage site. The site interestingly surrounded by
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restaurants, houses, shops and so on and the bomber is a big
iron casting. This shows the practice of foundry and forging
work was present during those days in the region and skilled
artisans were there.

We returned fully content with the experience beyond our
expectations and off course with a slight sad feeling of being
left out of Incredible India focus. Still, I was more that pleased
that my gift to my dear wife did mean some artistic and cultural
values, which I never expected upfront. We spent the night
without any hastle after a simple Bengali dinner of mach-bhat.

The next day we decided to take cab and go out of town
to nearby villages to see the work of artisans in Terracotta and
Dokhra. We had thelunchitarkari breakfast and started at 10
o’clock in the morning for a village called Pachmura. It is about
35-40 km from the town and we need to travel thru forest. The
forest is generally peaceful, exception being elephants once in
a while coming mainly from Dolma range. Anyway, we were
lucky not to confront any elephant and travelled thru the forest
watching grasslands, tribal villages, Mohua trees and so on.
It took an hour to reach the Pachmura village and we headed
straight towards the home of BauldasKumbhakar. Incidentally,
he was right on the job and preparing the terracotta portraits
in its green form using clay. The pattern block being used, was
made of parish and same pattern block is used for 150-160 green
portraits. Bauldas’ s grandfather received President’ s Gold
Medal in Terracotta work way back in 1968 and from then on
the family had earned a special status in the world of pottery.
Even their work got represented in a book published abroad
which has detail description of the process and the efforts. I
could understand that the gentleman, who is a third generation
potter, has become a bit self content and doesn’t have much
motivation to continue with the legacy as the same is neither
a good earner nor likely to won him any further laurels to
cherish. Instead, managing the so called marketing agents from
Calcutta or the clay suppliers from nearby locality has become
an issue to worry. The support from state is almost absent,
except some arrangements are being done by government for
display during the usual melas held in city and districts, that
too after paying the hiring charges for the stalls. The work
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which was being carried out at present seems routine and lacks
innovation and intricacies, though the horse models of various
sizes needs appreciation. The same old story of reluctance from
administration alongwith their red tapeism, has put artisans
like Bauldas enough demotivated and we could see that in no
time we will lose the skills and thereafter terracotta work will
become an average pottery work not worth focusing anymore.
In fact, Bauldas’s son is no longer in this business and he is
doing his PhD in IIT Bombay, which speaks very well of the
state of affairs. The village still has 60-65 potters who are mostly
in terracotta pottery. The plight of the artisans is not much to
mention and I have doubt whether day by day there will be
deterioration of their status. One has to understand that the
pottery is a combination of multiple steps in preparing the
pattern, then the green mould and finally exposing the green
mould to heating &firing which itself has its own skills. For
all these, there is a cost and unless government supports are
planned, the potters will slowly move out of creative work for
want of return. Normal, routine stuff will continue which might
have not much of artistic wealth.

Again with a broken heart we moved towards our next
destination, Bikna. This is a small hamlet off the state highway
60, where 60-70 families work on Dokhra from dawn to dusk.
Dokhra, is a combination of pottery and foundry work which
on one hand needs finest skills to create the moulds and on
the other hand involves expert foundry expertise for metal
casting. The green mould is first made out of coke paste. Wax
strings are separately created using Noodles making machine.
The artisans themselves design the mesh to control the string
thickness. The wax strings are then wrapped around the
green mould, so that the patterns are created. A special clay
preparation is done so that the size of clay particulates is in
sizes of microns. This clay paste once put on the green mould
takes in all the impressions including the very fine ones. The
green mould with the clay paste applied all over is then used
as primary mould for casting. The wax melts leaving the gaps
between the coke paste mould and the clay, wherein metal
penetrates to create the wall thickness of the objects. The metal
also penetrates into the impressions on the clay paste from the
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wax strings, thus creating the artwork. The artisans come from
nomadic culture and hence they were not in a single place from
the beginning. But JuddhoKarmakar, who won national laurels
for his work, consolidated the community and seems to have
introduced some minimum education to uplift their status as
well as making the community more aware of their artistic
legacy. Quite surprisingly, the artisans mentioned positively
about government support, which could be understood as the
community being nomadic has not even land for proper stay. It’s
good that government is giving support, more so marketability
of Dokhra items is easier because of its durability and ability
to withstand transportable damages. However, also to be seen,
how long the middleman manages the show with the artisans.

In the evening, we went to a house where Baluchari sari
is being weaved. A show piece item of Bengal, manufactured
with great efforts by artisans, but again locked in middleman
management. The family is slowly getting disgusted with the
system as the payments for materials and labour are not getting
paid in time, when middlemen are making margins in doubles
and triples. Ironically, the artisans are not complaining about
middlemen making money, they only demand the cost of
material and labour with a reasonable margin. Unfortunately,
Bengal still remained the careless self destructor, unable to
realize the potential it has, lagging behind due to thoroughly
unprofessional management from the administration and
corrupt middleman culture.

We returned with mixed feelings and surely with great
appreciation for our artisans who are still fighting dawn to
dusk to retain the legacy of artwork inspite of all odds.

Hope we all will realize some day and try to consolidate the
losing grounds to make our heritage a grand mark in the world
of Incredible India.
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A SoNG oF RAMPRASAD SEN
Dr. Sabita Chakraborty
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Mon re krishi kaaj jana naa

Emon maanab jamin roilo patit aabaad korle pholto sona
Kaalinaame daao re beraa phasal tachrup habe naa

Se je muktokesir sakto beraa, taar kaachete jom ghese naa.
Addya abdo sataabde baa, phasal baajeapto habe jaano naa
Aache ektaare mon eibelaa, tui chutiye phasal kete ne naa
Gurudatto bij ropan kore, bhakti baari taay secho naa

Ore ekaa jodi naa paaris mon, Ramprasadke sange ne naa

Oh Mind ! You don’t know the art of cultivation

Such a fertile humanscape lies fallow if it were cultivated
harvests of gold could be there.

Raise a fence with the name of Kali the harvests can’t be looted
there

That is an impregnable fence, engineered by the Goddess whose
hairs are dishevelled.

Today or after a passage of long time the harvest will be
expropriated

Now that your mind is focused on the one reid of the musical
instrument reap your harvest in the meantime

Show the seed of the lessons of your preceptor and water the
same with devotion.

Oh Mind! If you can’t do it on your own take Ramprasad along
with you.

(Translated into English by Dr. Ramesh Chandra Mukhopadhyay)

*Associate Professor of Philosophy, Joypur Panchanan Roy College, Howrah
48



The poem opens with :
Mon re krisi kaaj jaano naa
Oh Mind! You do not know the art of cultivation.

No conversation takes place without an addressor and
an addressee. Here the poet is playing both the roles. He is
blaming his mind that he is not harvesting crops of the highest
quality. The poet imagines that the mind is the owner of a tract
of land what he calls manabjamin or humanscape but he is not
cultivating it properly.

Our experience shows that mind does not know the art
of cultivation properly. The poet sadly observes that the tract
of land is left uncultivated. If the humanscape were properly
cultivated the harvest would bring forth untold treasure and
gold. In his own words,

Emon manabjamin roilo patit aabaad korle pholto sona.

The truth of the statement may be testified in the context
of modern time. The people are thoughtlessly rushing after
consumer goods, one after another, atomic reactors are being
raised in different parts of the world and the earth does not
pass a single day when war is not taking place among men
here and there. Syria, Afganistan, Egypt, Mexico wherever you
go you will find battles. These are happening due to the fact
that humanity has not been properly nurtured and nourished.
The seed of love, amity have not been sown there. The poet
points out that if the human scape were properly cultivated
we could derive the harvest of superior quality. Our society
gives importance on accumulating material gold because gold
is rendered to be precious metal. And we are running after for
that wealth.

Indeed, men had forgotten to fight with himself. He had
forgotten to look at his exact face in the mirror. Men are just
accumulating external wealth like gold as a symbol of greatness.
If science and technology, human genius and intellect were
invested to the end of human welfare and happiness there
would be a heaven upon earth. But the reality is otherwise. The
poet blames the Mind for not knowing the art of cultivation.
The poet hereby focuses on the mind. It is the mind that could
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cultivate art, architecture, poetry, philosophy to the end of
perpetuating peace, happiness and tranquillity. Dhammapada
says:

Manopubbam gamaa dhamma manosetta manomaya - --

The mind stands in front of all human activities. So if it
cultivates love the result would be universal brother hood.
And our poet Ramprasad says, emon maanab jamin roilo potit
aabaad korle pholto sona.

Human scapes are left uncultivated. If they were properly
cultivated they would produce gold or untold wealth of
universal brotherhood. The poet observes that in order to
cultivate love or universal brotherhood the tract of the land must
be well defended against trespassers. The physical land must
have a strong fence around it lest the cows or other animals get
into the land and destroy the crops at the early stage. Similarly
the human scape must require fencing so that intruders do not
destroy seeds and seedlings.

Ramprasad was an ardent devotee of the Mother Kali. He
thinks that the human scape must be fenced with the name of
the goddess. What are considered to be intruders? It seems to
me that the poet perhaps considers greed, vanity, jealousy etc
as obstacles to cultivate crops of the superior quality. So these
are intruders. The poet says that in order to prevent the attack
from the greed, vanity etc. the humanscape should be fenced
with the name of the Mother Kali. The name of the Mother Kali
can repel the attacks of temporal values. Once the intruders like
greed and vanity are repelled there would be harvest of the
humanity.

For example, in the regime of the communist party goons
often loot the harvest of the poor peasants. Greed and vanity
loot the harvest of the human civilization. Noble philosophy
of Gandhi has been looted by the greed and personal
aggrandisement. The ideologies of fascism and Marxism have
shattered the humanscape.

But who is Kali? The poet says that Kali is a woman, her hair
is dishevelled. She is an impregnable wall. Even death cannot go
near her. Once she is there guarding the human scape with her
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long dishevelled hair no power on earth can forfeit the harvest
of the human civilisation. As long as the mind insists faith on
one note one can safely harvest the humanscape. He says,

Kali naame daaore beraa phasal tachrup hobe naa

There have been prophets or gurus in the history of mankind
over and over again. Buddha, Christ, Guru Nanak and the like
who sang the seed of love in the human scape. The mind should
inculcate them with devotion or bhakti. Devotion or bhakti is
the water that wets the humanscape so that the seeds sown by
the gurus are nurtured. The poet further tells the mind that
if it is not capable to do the same on its own it could involve
Ramprasad to its aid. Ramprasad here stands for the poet. The
poet should be thus the guiding spirit of the collective Mind in
the task of bringing about a brave new world beyond the sphere
of sorrow. His observation is expressed in the line: Ore ekaa
jadi naa paaris mon Ramprasadke sange ne naa.
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THE MaD As THE OTHER: A CRITICAL STUDY OF
SUKUMAR RAY’S “PaAGLA DASHU” IN THE LIGHT
OF
FoucauLDIAN THEORY OF MADNESS

Modhurai Gangopadhyay

Literature and madness has had a long standing relationship
since times immemorial. The ever proceeding contest between
reason and madness has been the breeding ground of much
literary theory. The delirium of King Lear has been glorified
as transcendental bliss, Bertha Mason in “Jane Eyre” has been
perennially locked up, in the attic as well as in the mould
of a “mad woman in the attic”’, Lady Macbeth, in a state of
deteriorating mental stability, merely a ghost of her former
undaunted self, has beseeched Neptune’s oceans to wash her
hands as well as her conscience clean of the blood of Duncan.
Carroll, in fact, in “Alice in Wonderland” specifically adds the
prefix “mad” before the Hatter, a character central to the plot of
the novel and for whom time has come to a stand-still. Nonsense
literature has made ample use of the so called “mad” characters
both in their main as well as the sub-plots.!

Bengali literature, too, has not lagged behind and
Rabindranath Thakur’s “Shey” includes many such characters,
who, in ordinary terminology, will be referred to as “weird”.
Sukumar Ray, the undisputed king of nonsense literature in
Bangla, includes in his “Ha Ja Ba Ra La” such characters whom
reason refuses to accept as sane--- a didactic goat, a bizzare cat
and a man Budho, who, with his funny antics, causes tears of
laughter to run down the readers’ eyes (Ray, HJBRL:A Nonsense
Story). The genre of the absurd theatre attempts to freshly
package the madman in the somewhat more civilized packet of
a triumph, as Beckett’simmortal tramps Vladimir and Estragon,
who become prototypes of blaring and morbid madness in the
post-modern world.?

Modhurai Gangopadhyay, Research Scholar, Department of English and Culture
Studies, University of Burdwan
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Sukumar Ray, however, in his series of short stories centered
around Pagla Dashu, has presented a world that does neither
harshly chastise madness nor expel it, rather it includes it in
its arena with more of a kind of fond affection than ignorance.
Sukumar Ray’s “Mad Hatter” is a young boy and fellow
student of the narrator’s school, Dasorothi, but better known
as “Pagla Dashu” or mad Dashu. Although in this paper I will
be using an English translation of the original, as a researcher
confess that there would be some loss of essence due in our
analysis of the madness of Dashu, because, as the prologue to
the translated work admits, “’Pagla Dashu’ is too Bangla and
to Pagla to be translated.”(Collective, Prologue). Ray creates
a series of superbly entertaining yet evocative set of tales that
centres around Dashu and his class-mates in a school around
Bengal. Undoubtedly, Dashu is the element of prime focus of
these tales. He is both a part, as well as apart from the other
children, simply by virtue of his being “mad”:

“There was no one in our school who did not know Pagla
or Madcap Dashu. Even those who did not know anyone else
were easily able to spot Pagla Dashu. Once the school hired
a new durwan who was absolutely fresh from the sticks. But
even he had no trouble figuring out who Pagla Dashu was just
from the mention of his name. From the way he looked, talked
and walked, it was clear that Dashu was slightly touched in the
head.” (Ray, The Crazy Tales of Pagla Dashu And Co., 1)

What is interesting to note in this regard is that Dashu is
definitely an “other”, not just in his behavior, but in his looks as
well. However, as we proceed with the tales, Dashu seems to be
more a case of madness than that of straightforward retardation:

“It was not as if he was dim-witted. He was clever at Maths,
especially in solving long divisions and multiplication. Then
again, he would devise such ingenious tricks to make fools of
us that we could only marvel at his brains.” (Ray, The Crazy
Tales of Pagla Dashu And Co., 2)

Inthestory titled “Pagla Dashu” he plots anelaboraterevenge
on his classmates for having teased him and having called him
rude names. He mounts up their curiosity by bringing a huge
box to school everyday that he would allow no one to touch and
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leads them to an enchanting quest that finds its end in a note
that reads, “Curiosity killed the cat.” (Ray, The Crazy Tales of
Pagla Dashu and Co. 6) Dashu sits by as a spectator laughing at
them while they fall prey to his plan.

Dashu’s character has been painted by Ray with much
affection and ingenuity. His mind is a bundle of contradictions,
a curios mixture of genius and impish folly. Ray blesses Dashu
with the ability to retaliate, to strike back in his own obscure
way at those who “always made fun of him...made unkind
comments to his face about his looks and his mental faculties.”
(Ray, The Crazy Tales of Pagla Dashu and Co.,3) Along with it,
Dashu is also not without a sense of humour and often he laughs
with those who laugh at him and that is definitely a very rare
human trait. In fact he revels in the attention he receives in the
school by virtue of his being “mad” and, “ he would add colour
to our comments and relate bizarre stories about himself.” (Ray,
The Crazy Tales of Pagla Dashu and Co., 3)

In “Dashu’s Crazy Act” Dashu is depicted as an amateur
thespian who takes part in the school’s annual play, even in
the face of tremendous opposition from his class-mates and
ends up ruining the entire programme by forgetting his lines,
at times laughing uncontrollably on stage, at others spitting
out paan. He squabbles on the stage about the number of lines
he has and even steps into a scene after his character (he was
playing the role of an angel) is supposed to have gone back to
heaven and ends up slapping a fellow actor.

Reading between the lines, it emerges Dashu does not
conform to Foucault’s definition of the madman from the
Renaissance who has “tragic experience of possible worlds
which menace the real one...” (Foucault, History of Madness,
xvi), because, unlike King Lear, he has not recognized the forces
which threaten the organization of the world and of reality. His
madness does not claim to have found the truth between what
men are and what they pretend to be.

The vital question that faces us is what exactly, then, is
Dashu’s madness and how it is manifested vis-a-vis those
around him---his friends and teachers. The social humiliation
that he faces dangerously reminds us of the Seventeenth and
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Eighteenth centuries” concept of confinement of madness in
locked up spaces, except that in Dashu’s case, the confinement
is on the metaphorical rather than the physical level. In other
words, Dashu is never shown to be boycotted by his classmates.
There is still surface contact between Dashu who represents
unreason/insanity and the others who stand for reason/sanity.
Dashu’s imprisonment or confinement is a covert one; wherein
a division or partage between reason and madness has clearly
taken place, and this division parallels the social division
instituted by the house of confinement. As part of the Great
Confinement the mad were locked up with the blasphemous
and the unemployed, with prostitutes and other deviants, and
were considered as having freely chosen the path of mistake,
against truth and reason:

“For frenzy and ranting madness, there is the fool strapped
to the chair under the watchful eye of Minerva; for the somber
melancholics who haunt the countryside like hungry lone
wolves there is Jupiter, the master of animal metamorphoses,
and then there are the ‘drunkard madmen’, ‘madmen with no
memory or understanding’, “drowsy or half-dead madmen”and
‘stale or empty-headed madmen’... A whole world of disorder,
where every man has his place, and the Praise of Reason is
sung in the manner of Erasmus... embarkation has given way
to confinement.” (Foucault, History of Madness, 41).

Pagla Dashu’s society confines him in an invisible house of
confinement, but does not consider him worthy of punishment
or of reformation. In “History of Madness”, Foucault points out
that “Curing the mad is not the only possible reaction to the
phenomena of madness” and the world that Dashu inhabits
follows this much more rigorously than any under Foucault’s
consideration. Dashu is “mad”, the flaw is irreparable and no
attempts can be made to improve it. Throughout the stories,
the entire society seems to be strangely hostile to Dashu for
no reason.’ Jagabandhu refuses to help Dashu with English
(“Pagla Dashu”), Bishu would rather give Bishu the gardener
a role in the school play than Dashu (“Dashu’s Crazy Act”),
and Ramapada does not offer Dashu mihidana on his birthday.
Dashu, therefore, strikes back in his own outlandish way---he
hides Jagabandhu'’s book, bribes Gansha for a role in the school
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play and lights up crackers beneath Pandit Moshai using the
very vessel in which Ramapada had brought his mihidana,
to clarify that if Ramapada could decide what to do with his
mihidana, Dashu could do what to do with his crackers.

Nevertheless, while the other children are expelled from
the class-room and often chastised with punishments, which
can definitely be called harsh by modern standards, to bring
them to acceptable modes of behaviour, Dashu is simply( and
somewhat deliberately) allowed to stay the way he is. Dashu’s
faults are ignored and overlooked, because, as the narrator
points out:

“One cannot argue with such a lunatic. So the teachers left
for their classrooms after they had scolded Dashu a little. He
faced no punishment since he was ‘mad””’( (Ray, The Crazy
Tales of Pagla Dashu and Co. 57)

Ray’s world invites the madman to be a part of it and then
propels him to the status of a fool, a world that mocks and
giggles at Dashu’s madness, a world that celebrates, berates and
uses the insanity of another to entertain itself. The world silently
exploits the madman (who is here but a child with a learning
disability) —a madman who joins in without the knowledge of
what his own position is in the group.

Notes

1. In her work “Madness in Literature”, Lillian Feder
observes that the many varieties of madness in literature
are parallel to the forms of madness found in human
societies.

2. The Bakhtinian concept of carnivalesque carries the
notion further to a much more nefarious scale of a society
altogether in the feast of fools- a polyphony of voices.

3. Interestingly, this reminds us of Foucault’s lament
regarding the transporting of madmen away from
society on a ship from which there is no escape. He
bemoaned the great confinement of fools that penalizes
them for their insanity and attempts to test their ethical
and economic potential; he expressed much discontent
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over the birth of an asylum where madness must be
treated as a disease.
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STREAMS OF MY HEART

Tapas Baidya

1.
Each and every river and man has name
They also have their own mistiness
The shadows of man are calculative and strategic
These discard man from the River
From the Nature

2.

I make my path like a watercourse

So I can easily say to straights and curves
You became my friends from now and that
Love is like a living river

Which broadens out as it meets the sea

A poet, Tapas Baidya is a leader of Underground Literature Movement.
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THE MALADY
Supratik Sen

A tonsured garden, a deforested place;
in the desert, an oasis still tolerates the sun
heat is reining in every life,
there is no space for anything other than sunshine.

Such kindness of light that burns the impulse
of every kind is the cruelest thing that needs to be deserted.
But every being there has forgotten the art of leaving
it is looked upon as deceitful...
tearful of criticism, the remaining ones are condemned to stay

to be charred to death with the burden of white-hot values,

it is staging onlookers as actors
killing the garden’s character in every minute of the day
that promises no evenings, no nights.

The moon has left the place for good,
there is no room for darkness.

The generosity of the sizzling sun is slowly spreading
its wings all over...golden numbness for sure
has ruined the balance of the Silver Star, beyond cure.

A prolific poet in Bengali, English and French.
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THIRD DECEMBER

Mandira MuRherjee

You know great people have great ideas,

Like some have ideas to mark special days

After the death or birth of great guys

Such that leave their footprints on the sands

of time, to remain evergreen in your minds.

However, there are guys, special people, you say,

Who hardly have the strength of foot to make footprints

Are the victims of so many euphemisms,

Challenged, differently abled, specially abled, such fantastic
terms

Intending to wash the wounds inflicted by years of pity and
disrespect

Earmark this day, to show them, more pity, more neglect
Charming names they created by their compassionate minds
To remind that this day made them disabled.

Great hobbling marches are organised, long visionless parades.
There is a great show of crutches and wheelchairs from the
benefactors

To be photographed along with the incapacitated invalids.

The great day happens to be my birthday too, to remind me of
my special status

Among the great mass of effortless,efficient citizens.

A significant poet of a teacher.
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KAMAKSHYA
Aratirika Sarkar

Dear diary,

Finally my parents decided that we needed a break and we
should go out on a holiday. And so it was finally happening,
bags were packed and tickets were ready. We were going to the
North-East. Yes, the north east. The most beautiful place to visit.
Our flight was an early morning flight so we got up early and
booked an OLA and set off for the airport.

Guwahati serves as a base to travel to the other places in the
North East. I first landed here by a Kolkata-Guwahati flight.
After spending a day in the IIT Guwahati guest house which
had like most prettiest view . According to me Guwahati IIT is
the best place, it’s on a high land and it covers a very very large
area and they have a view point from where we can see most of
Guwahati. Yeah so we stayed there the night after visting some
nearby local spots and a few temples which were not famous
but extremely beautiful. So, the next morning we woke up early
and by ealy I mean real early it was around 5 in the morning.
But as we had a good sleep last night we were all feeling fresh
, then we took a bath and got ready . Today we were supposed
to head off to *Manas* which was 6 hours away from Guwahati
and before that the most important place to visit in Guwahati
THE KAMAKHYA TEMPLE. Yeah, so we got up early. We were
going to visit the temple first and then head off to Manas and
we obviously din't want to reach there late, you know, wild
animals?! Since we were supposed to stay close to the forest.

Yeah Kamakhya Temple is one of the most venerated
temples in the country and the earliest of the surviving ancient
monuments in Assam, and guess what when we got there the
damn line was so long that I couldn’t see the end of it. Since we
were getting late we had to buy the expensive VIP tickets that
cost us like 500 bucks each, that’s a hell lot of money I know.
Even in the vip line we had to wait for 2 hours, just think I

Student, Class - X1
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would have grown old and died if I stood in the normal line.
And when I thought it could not get more worse it started to
rain and some politician had come to give puja and the line
was halted for an hour . By the time we got out it was 10:30
and I was so hungry that I thought I'll faint, i had a dosa,maa
and baba had puri shabji. So finally after finishing all these we
finally started for Manas. After an exhausting drive we finally
reached,by that time it was already 5:00 pm . This is one of the
most remote jungle areas of the country. The place where we
were supposed to stay was a camp named “Smiling Tusker”
having tents to sleep in at night, there was no electricity and
they din’t light much light at night since it would attract wild
animals towards us. We were supposed to stay there for 3 days
2 night. While my dad was filling up the checking in process we
saw that the last tourist went away today morning, we were the
only one to stay there and there was no one coming to stay in 4
days. The service and care was excellent.Our caretaker was very
friendjy. He told us that, he and a few of his friends had started
this camp,which turned out to he a massive success. Then he
started telling us his story and we eargerly listened, he said
that he was supposed to stay at the camp for the first 6 months
in between the wild, cut off from all modern technology , he
also said that being cut off from technology he has been stress
free and happier than usual. According to me he had totally
become moogli , the modern moogli. So next morning when I
woke up I saw that my dad had gone out with a bird watcher
to click photographs of rare birds that are said to be found at
Manas. When he came back , he really had some cool photos
with him , though the photos were not that bright since it was
raining and the sun was hiding behind the clouds like an afraid
little child, but no worries what’s technology for then editing
will do the magic ! After breakfast we went for the safari. Bird
life is so abundant that you hardly get time to recover from a
bird sighted to another. We were lucky to have the company
of Bibhuti our tour guide it became easy for us to identity and
document the birds.”Black crested bulbul” he would say and
we would turn our heads everywhere to find the tiny beauty
chirping and hopping on the trees restlessly. That was a lifer!

Then we stopped at a watch tower inside the jungle. After
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a long wait,we saw a lonely baby elephant coming towards
the watch tower, it was looking so sad and lost that our hearts
melted at that spot.Maybe it lost is way and was trying to
find its mother crying out loudly. Then again after a while a
duo of a mother and baby rhino came. It was a very beautiful
scene,watching the baby trotting be’iind its-mother just like a
human child.

After this since it was getting dark and it was not safe to
nang around in the jungle we left for the other sites. On the
way we saw many rare species of birds and other, luckily we
dint come across any ferocious wild beast or I would have had
a heart attack then and there. Photographing birds was not that
easy as they would be hidden behind tall trees. And the main
rule of the forest,” How much sunny it might be but inside the
forest it will always be dark and mushy mushy”. We spotted a
Malayan giant squirrel which is a very very rare animal to see
and my father clicked an amazing picture of its though it was
on a branch of a very high tree. Suddenly my mom shrieked
out in delight in between the dense forest we could see the
hills peeping out which was supposedly to be the Bhutanese
border with India. Finally we saw the cascading Manas river
that flows from the mountains of Bhutan in to Assam through
this place. Bibhuti showed us a cement dome and told that we
were on the Bhutan - India border. We were all dying for the
sight of the glittering Golden Langur which supposedly lives
on the other side of the river. And surprisingly our luck was so
good that immediately after 10 min Bibhuti spotted 5 golden
langurs and shouted us to come to the point where we could
get a good view. Then after this we had to get back to our base
camp since it was very late around 6:00 pm and it was getting
real dark. Wild animals could like come out of nowhere and we
could get killed, even Bibhuti who was used to the jungle got
nervous and started to drive the jeep as fast as he could. He was
nervous because yesterday he was chased by a whole group of
elephants, luckily it was from behind and he could drive away
fast,if the elephants would have come from the front side then
he would not have been alive. I was so scared that I was sitting
like a puppy holding my mother’s hand. Atlast we could see
lights, that to dim lights, it seemed so far away but finally we
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reached our base camp safely. At night it was heard that a wild
boar had escaped from the jungle and a search team was trying
to find it. We had a very exciting night, with sounds that you
can call “The call of the wild”. We were getting the feel that we
are inside the jungle camping and we are surrounded by the
wild. The chilled and gossebumps wala feeling you get while
getting consumed by the wild, you know? Next moring was
our second day at camp and since it was raining yesterday we
could not do the elephant safari, so we were going today. At
10:00 am we went to the park and saw an large adult elephant
whose name was *Sara* waiting for us. It was so huge that I
could barely take my eyes of her. The elephant rider’s helper
helped us on the elephant. We were so high up the ground that
balancing was hard even with our belts on. The elephant safari
was basically a half round around the open area of the forest
where we can spot deers, rhinos , black panther (if we were
lucky). At first while Sara started walking we were wobbling
on her back like helpless little rag dolls but as time passed we
got used to the motion. Yes, the one thing that we saw the most
on our elephant safari are PEACOCKS, beautiful and pretty
peacocks. They were everywhere like crows , outnumbered.
In my mind I so wished if we had visited manas in winter
we could have seen then dancing merrily with their beautiful
feathers eluminating their beauty. Alas, that was only in my
dreams. Suddenly Sara started to misbehave , she started to
go to the huge bushes of grass out of the track and that was
not safe. She was not even listening to our elephant rider and
even he got nervous for a split of second but quickly recoverd
and called out for his helper for extra safety. The point was Sara
was hungry and exhausted from the previous ride she gave to
some fat obesity struck people and that was obvious . I felt sorry
for her but since the tour was almost over there was nothing
to worry about anymore. Suddenly we saw a full grown male
Rhino feeding grass , he had a very magnificent black body
and a perfectly shaped horn above the nose. But we din't have
enough time so we had to leave the scence and move on. On
the way back we saw a group of deers, wild deers eating grass
with cows. It was very strange for me since I've never seen cows
and deers getting along so well with each other. We even saw
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a family of wild boars. When we were nearly to the end of the
trip from where our tower, our elephant rider started tailing us
a Etrry Wwtgave us noose bumps. It was a true story and it was
his own personal experience . Once when he was young and
just started the job as an elephant rider this incident happened ,
a tourist just like us had come for the tour all excited . he was a
photographer by profession maybe, so he had all those camera
with big lenses and all as described by the elephant rider. They
spotted a royal Bengal tiger mainly known for its running and
preying abilities. They were watching it from a safe distance
but the tourist insisted on going a little closer to get a good
picture that he hoped to give the national geographic channel,
at first our elephant rider denied but later his young reckless
mind thought that a little closer would cause no harm. But that’s
where they went wrong underestimating the tigers swiftness .
And the tourist never made it back home as the tiger jumped up
on Sara’s back and took him away as if he was just a toy. Luckily
our elephant rider was saved , since at that time Sara was also
young and fast, and she fled with the elephant rider on her back
as fast as she could. The elephant rider got a major shock of
his life and it took him almost a year to get over it. By the time
the story ended we had reached our destination and we were
thankful to god that no such incident took place with us.

The Manas trip was the best adventure trip I had in my
entire life.
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A PROFILE OF AN ENTREPRENEUR

Dr. Mousumi Ghosh

am not afraid to do any work. Facing hardship in

the youth is a blessing in disguise for me. Success
can come only to those who have walked through the
rough road of struggle. One should develop oneself
continuously in his life to fit in this changing world....
I am not entitled to sell anything which is not earned
by me. So how can I sell the land which is my ancestral
property?

These quotes are not collected from any book on positive
thinking. They are not speeches of some so called acclaimed
leader of the society. The person who uttered these sentences
stands by these words. Bhaju Mandal is an entrepreneur in the
true sense of the term. He was unable to continue his formal
school education after class six. Now he owns a lucrative small
scale manufacturing unit .His product is needed by each and
every steel company in India.He has a small factory named
B.M. Enterprise near Belur Math in the Howrah District, West
Bengal , India. One needs to cross the Belur club and walk
through a small narrow lane with shanty type houses on either
side to come to his factory .His house is also within the factory
premise. River Ganga flows just a few steps away from his
house. The factory manufactures foundry requisites basically
chaplets.A chaplet is a metal support for the core of a hollow
casting mould. It is a very useful intermediate product needed
in transportation sector. No engine can work without chaplets.

His factory supplies these chaplets to all the steel plants in
India. There are fifteen labourers and there are sixteen machines
in that factory.It is a two-staged production. Two machines are
used to make a complete product. And there are two machines
for cutting the wires. He is also the owner of another unit. That
unit is given on contract to someone else.

He doesnot sell directly to the final users of the product.
He sells them to the agent according to the required drawing
specification. And after the usual process of quotation, pricing

66



and tender acceptance, he supplies the product to the agent/
contractor. His relationship with two to three agents are very
strong, His link with them has been continuingfor thirty to forty
years. His factory near Belur Math is a two roomed one. The
factory and the office comprise of 2000 square feet.In one of the
rooms the small machines are installed side by side along the
walls. Another is the godown. And he has a very small front
office room with considerable space

Previously the design of the chaplet was an Indian standard
one. Now a days, the steel plants are in the process of innovation.
They are in need of different chaplets now which are more
useful in casting process. And Mr. Mandal is always ready to
accept a fresh challenge. His factory now produces chaplets of
different specifications. It is used in Rail engine, car engine, car
box, water pipe and the like. The chaplets are of various sizes
.They are produced in the same machines using specific dices.
The car manufacturing companies like Tata, Asoke Leyland,
Mahindra and Mahindra, Kirloskar, Hind Motor, Telco (Pune
and Jamshedpur factories) are end users of the product. Any
vehicle needs this material when casting its engine. And it is
produced in every state. However, in West Bengal, the volume
of work has reduced in the last decades. The competition
in the market has been harder than ever consequently. The
present author asked Mr Mandal whether Hind Motor could
be counted among the automobile industries that are keen on
updating itself. In response Mr Mandal opined that the Hind
Motor, the manufacturer of Ambassador has not upgraded
itself. And the new generation has new demands. So he opines
that where Maruti today sells ten lakh cars Hind Motor is
unable to sell even a hundred. And he repeats that one should
upgrade according to the need and demand of the time. West
Bengal is a significant manufacturer of rail wagon. Chittaranjan,
Burn Standard, TexMaco, Titagarh steel, Orient steel, H. E.C.
etc are located in West Bengal. One railway bogie needs 16
chaplets. Previously, before the Rajiv Gandhi era, such huge
orders came from the railway industry thatthe wagon factories
of West Bengal were sometimes unable to meet the demand.
But at present Indian rail is not purchasing wagons.The rail
companies earlier used to purchase some 4000-5000 railwagons
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per year. The railway wagon carries bulk load like oil, kerosene,
stone, sand and iron from one source to destination. The Indian
rail now says that the infrastructure like raillines has been
provided by them. And now a day the industries which send
their products through rail themselves e.g. ACC Cement, coal
companies and the likepurchase wagons. And manufacture of
any wagon needs chaplets. After casting, the chaplets cannot
be descried. Mr Mandal supplies his products all over India.
He purchases the raw materials, mainly steel sheet and wire or
coil from the local market in Howrah. Howrah, once known as
the Sheffield of India, has many small and big factories. . The
chaplets are sold on the basis of how much they weigh or how
many they are in a particular unit.The price varies from twenty
paisa per piece to fifty rupees per piece. A labourer gets Rs.90
for manufacturing one thousand pieces of the chaplets of the
lower price.

Life struggle of the entrepreneur- Bhoju Mandal is now a
young man of sixty one years. He walked along the path of
sufferings. And he gained the valuable lessons of life- Nobody
can taste the sweets of success without toiling through sorrows
and sufferings. He firmly declares that the financial opulence
of the parents doesnot ensure one’s success in career. It instead
stands in the way of the growth of a child. The child misses
the opportunity to face hardship and remains ignorant of
the hardships of real life. These words can be soothing balm
for those countless parents who are financially poor, and are
ashamed mentally that they are not able to provide the best to
their children.

Mr Mandal’s ancestral home is in Mathurapur subdivision in
South 24 Parganas. There the name of his village is Ramjivanpur
. He has still land and house there though he does not live there.
He says proudly that he has a native home and landed property.
And he firmly opines that he will not sell that property. Since
he has not earned them with his hard labour he has no right to
sell. Indeed it is a lesson for those who boast of their ancestral
wealth . He faced immense misery in childhood. His father died
early. He did not get chance to study for lack of money. He
requested the highschool to reduce his school fees. At that time
it was four rupees per month. The headmaster allowed him to
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pay Rs.1.50 per month. But after a year, it seemed impossible to
pay even that amount. After six months he again requested the
headmaster to reducefees. And the authority said that it was not
possible for them to further reduce it. And consequently since
he was unable to pay the backlog, he was denied to appear at
the examination. He rued now that it did not appear to his mind
that he could took loan from somebody and continue his studies.
Thus his school ended then and there. He decided to come to
Calcutta for a job. His cousin elder brother was an employee
of Ambika Jute mill in Belur. He invited Mr Mandal to come
to Belur and assured the young child Mandal a job. He started
his career at a factory near Belur Market which manufactured
hairpins at the outset. The little boy of twelve Bhaju Mandal,
joined the factory at an wage rate of 12 anna for 8 hours per day.
His job was to cut the wire. He was a novice; he did not cut them
property according to the specification. His boss would be very
angry. And his wage would be paid four annas less. He obliged
and promised that he would learn. He had no bed to sleep. He
slept on the gunny bag. He toiled hard and learnt his job. He
did not say no to any job. He was a yes person ready to do any
type of work. Soon after Mr Mandal’s joining the factory, the
factory started manufacturing chaplets. Earlier chaplets were
not produced in India. The factory which young Mandal was
one of the first factories that produced chaplets in India. And in
1980 the then owner died. Mr Mandal was married already. It
was in 1975 that he got married. It was a love marriage. His bride
was a family acquaintance. By 1981 he set up his own factory to
manufacture chaplets. His better half gave her gold ornaments
to procurethe factory. Mr Mandal is surely proud of his wife.
And as an employee in the factory manufacturing chaplets
Mr Mandal had already developed rapport with many of the
agents. And the making of an entrepreneur began. Mr Mandal
looks after his factory himself. And he has set up another one
given on contract to another person. He has three daughters
who are well established in their life. And Bhaju Mandal is a
happy person focussed on his creation- the Chaplets. And
without these chaplets no vehicle can run. Rightly, he is the
epitome of progress, an entrepreneur.
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THE LAasT RoaD
Siddhartha Dey

Along the swirls of an explicit walkway I approached.
The wavering winds unfurled the fragrance of flowers
Bizarre and strange!

I am alone all alone, my senses froze by the aroma of those
sweet smelling flowers in the full bloom. Walking down the
memory lane!

I remembered, dawning this same road somewhere before
my previous birth.

And I reached my destination.

Siddhartha Dey, Researcher
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THE AGONY AND THE ECSTASY

Aishee Sen Gupta

It is a mystic evening of the rainy season,

I am in the flowers garden

Hasnahana the harbinger of the monsoon is unfolding its petals
Its intense fragrance is overtaking me,

The intriguing fragrance of the flower is attracting the
mesmeriang serpents

A serpent is spreading its fang before my eyes

But I am not feeling an inkling of fear.

The deep dark night is approaching
I am beckoning the serpent with 'full throated ease'-

"O deadly serpent, strike me with your fang

And transport me from the agony of my defeated life
And reach me to the land of ecstacy.

The realm of death, "the reliver of all pangs."

Ashee Sengupta a Govt. Employee is a scholar par excellence and a significant poet
and translator
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I KNOW NO RETURN

Sankar Brahma

I have been here, never with the desire
Reigning in me to get back

With all my passion in my heart of hearts
Haven't I nourished a feeling of Love'
Towards the 'Good Earth'!

Drinking all the elixir affered to me
Didn't I flourish and thrive
Like a sapling becoming a tree
Wrapped in all the weal and woe
Didn't I entangle myself with all the illusion
And smile in glory in the midst of merriment
Why then something whispers bidding me get back
Slowly but with steadiness, it is what has laid
The foundation, to make the Earth
A worthy place to live in

Let others, if they wish to go back from
This majestic world;

But for me, my staying here, I assure you
knows no return.

With all the struggles, strife and strain
I have been here with no yearning to get back.

My. Brahma is a retired teacher. He is well known for his write up both in English
& Bengali.
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THE SunDAY PARK
Kalipada Ghosh

A downy grassy lawn!

So vast a canvas!

The fragrance of the Nightqueen
And the cooing of the cuckoos
Filled the air with delight.

An awaiting bench kissed the pair
With yellow rays of the afternoon Sun.
They looked each other
Face to face and smiled
The turbulent waves, the weariness
In their hearts...
With maroon “Sari” on
An angelic grace covered her face
With Serpentile beauty and bewitching charm
Captivates all.
The Sunday Times, the apple juice and
The Works of Mcneice, old magazines
Were all with them.
Ruminating over the past...
Smelling the sweet scent of flowers
Though the conflicts, doubts and agonies
of the times they had.
yet they ‘drank life’ to their hearts’ content.

But! ‘Dark Pallor’ stares at them
A sudden bomb-blast and the hoot of an owl
And in the ‘agonised darkness’
Stooped down screaming
KE...YA KE...YA
KE... YA...

Retired Headmaster & a prolific writer
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DON’T LOOK BACK

Mitra Das

A small voice said
Just keep on walking
Look straight ahead.
Be strong and brave
Calm your fears

Dry your tears

Don't be sad

What you have had
Time will heal

A new life will reveal.
Just walk away

And stand up tall
Count your blessings
One & all.

Mitra Das is a Social Worker, Philosopher & a Poet
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Translated by: Monoranjan Das

ACCOUNTS

He comes at one
and went away
then and there

Is the wind taking the account
of arrival and departure?

Ila Das is a teacher a poet and editor of Little Magazine 'Shreesh’
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