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Soreword

waves pop up and then vanish. Events after events show

up and then are destined to disappear. While North
Europe trembles in shivering cold, South Asia has enjoyable
warmth. While Hong Kong is afire and the UK is confused
with the Brexit, India seems to resurrect. India has been ever
a land of love and compassion. And this volume of Platform
opens with cover page of Gandhi who is love and compassion
animated. Love and compassion are the fountainhead of all
great writing. True that everything is in a flux, poetry seeks to
give an everlasting import to the shifting present. Be that as it
may, the waves after waves are rushing eastward where the sun
is ever alight.

Rolling Rolling the Ganga flows eastward. Waves after

With deepest regards
Ramesh Chandra Mukhopadhyaya
Mousumi Ghosh
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Hans Hartung or how to e
tell a positive radicalization to e
Calcutta Indians today

Dominique de Miscault

A life of Epures

Before 1960, Hans Hartung and his work were recognized by a
world elite. Some of his works had been hung at the Museum
of Modern Art in the city of Paris. I remembered a work, large
format where large black brush strokes saturated the white of
the canvas ... this work had not moved me but intrigued and
questioned my vision as a little girl. It then suggested to me
Chinese, Japanese and Arabic calligraphy.

Ten years later, Hans Hartung was still admired and praised by
the Parisian artistic intelligentsia. I did not realize, it was not
really studied since he was in advance on the concerns of his
time and therefore almost unknown to the general public.

Hans Hartung was born German, in 1904 in Leipzig 130 km
from Weimar in the South and 70 km from Dessau in the North
... Remember that the Bauhaus was founded in 1919!1 Hartung
probably had the chance to experience the adventure of Vassili
Kandinsky’s “blue rider”2 because his parents moved to Basel
from 1912 to 1914!

'The Bauhaus is a school of architecture and applied arts, founded in 1919 in
Weimar by Walter Gropius (questionable), it refers to an architectural current
and design but also photography, costume and dance ... This movement will
lay the foundations modern thinking about modern architecture and the
«new wave» in all directions.

2Le Cavalier Bleu», almanac published in 1912, created in Basel by Kandinsky with
Franz Marc.

Dominique de Miscault is a French abstract artist, painter, sculptor and film maker
of high watermark. Her deep thought fulness and meditative mind is manifest in
every trifle that she dwells on. Her Seven Dayes of Creation on the Ceramic Road
Hanoi is a triumph of abstract art. She is an author of significant books as well.
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Logo of the Bauhaus, 1922 Oskar Schlemmer

In this context, it was obvious that I could not miss the exhibition
“La fabrique du geste” 11 October 2019-1% March 2020 at the
Museum of Modern Art, avenue d’Iéna, Paris 16th, where I had been
intrigued and even awake more than 60 years earlier by this resolutely
abstract artist. Hans Hartung appears to me today as a child said
precocious, in addition that he lived in an enlightened environment
ahead of his time: He is the heir of a family of intellectuals (doctors
whose hobbies were painting and music) of which he was to be the
darling child. The layout and rapidity of lightning fascinates him at
his six years: “On one of my school notebooks, I caught lightning
as soon as they appeared. I had to finish tracing their zigzags on the
page before the thunder broke. So I conjured the lightning. “This
testimony already signifies the choice of abstraction and its taste, but
especially its operation by symbols and concepts.

He is less than 20 years old when he borrows without any possible
return, the paths of abstraction. A series of 1922 inks, watercolors,
charcoal and paper on paper attest to Hans Hartung’s determination.

He immediately conceptualizes all the movements of the emotional
leaving to abandon the pictorial emotion tending to the outline. I will
gladly add that all his life he will reproduce his inner movements while
his techniques will always be adapted to industrial developments:
such, in fine, the adoption of industrial paints in the early 1960s and
the last year of his life in 1989, just at the time of the fall of the wall,
the paint with the gun will allow him to manufacture, like a firework,
300 paintings!

Hans Hartung died on December 7, 1989 in Antibes, where he built
his house?’.
Journeys forming youth, as Michel de Montaigne wrote.

In 1926 Hans Hartung moved to complete his training in Paris not
without traveling around Europe until the end of the 30s. Scholar and

’The house of Antibes became the Hartung-Bergman foundation recognized
by public utility, classified «remarkable contemporary architecture», is re-
sponsible for the conservation and enhancement of the works of Hartung and
his wife, artist of Norwegian origin Anna-Eva Bergmann.
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free man, he will have been, of all the fights for the FREEDOM: in a
final jolt against the Nazism, the Francoism etc., in 1939, he engages
in the French Foreign Legion ... In 1944, in Belfort, following a
serious injury, he has a leg amputated. Authentic scholar and aesthete,
his talents are expressed not only in all graphic disciplines, paintings,
photographs and even architecture, he is a scholar in the Asian sense
of the term, unless he fits in the lineage of the philosophers of the
lights, today he might be an engineer or a researcher. A century
ago, working on his design, without interruption from 1922 to 1989,
he is, in my humble opinion, THE major representative of abstract
art. His intellectual and aesthetic skills are remarkable: He will be
a forerunner of movements, without being part of it, which will
develop and will not really be understood until the 1950s, such as the
so-called informal currents, gestures, tachists, lyrical and the action
painting.

A work stopped in its foundations that adapts not only to
the new techniques but H. Hartung was surrounded by the
cultural elite of time

As early as 1922, the frame is given to its graphic and psychic
grammar: “We find here in first fruits almost all of my elements,
my future signs and rhythms, the spots, the” beams “, the curves,
the lines. “The line will be declined until death follows, the spot
also” the spot became free, it expressed itself, by its form, by its
intensity, by its rhythm, by its violence, by its volume. “

All the techniques will be experimented throughout his life:
charcoal, black chalks and other blood, oil paintings, acrylics
and industrial. Scratching and many tools for plotting. But also
photography that will be a companion every day.

While Hans Hartung became since the end of the war: A major
figure of the second School of Paris. Naturalized French Hans
Hartung receives the Croix de Guerre, the Military Medal and
the Legion of Honor (Knight in 1952). Strong of his relations
since the beginning of his career, with the most eminent ones,
Kandinsky, Mondrian, Miro, Calder ... Jean Hélion, Henri
Goetz, noticed by D. Sutton, Madeleine Rousseau who writes
in the first monographic work which is dedicated to him, at
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the instigation of the German collector Ottomar Domnick: “It
is thus that a canvas of Hartung is, without doubt, a moment
of the painter’s existence; but, more than that, it is a moment in
our civilization, with the constraints, the dangers, the hopes it
brings and which, to a large extent, determine the individual
attitude of each one. “

“VISIT HANS HARTUNG” SHORT FILM OF ALAIN RESNAIS,
MUET, 1947, 07 “10, which will be broadcast in Germany in 1948.

At the 24th edition of the Venice Biennale in 1948, Hartung
appears in two spaces: T1946-17, canvas on display in the
French pavilion, T1947-27 was in the section dedicated to the
collection of Peggy Guggenheim.

From 1949, he directed several solo exhibitions - in 1950 in Paris
he met Gérard Schneider, Pierre Soulages, George Mathieu,
Willi Baumeister ... Mark Rothko... A retrospective of his work
is presented in 1952 at the Museum of Basel. In 1956 he was
elected a member of the Berlin Academy of Arts. In 1957,
Hartung married Anna-Eva Bergman, multiplying until the end
the exhibitions of his paintings, engravings and lithographs.

But in 1956, the Craven Gallery devotes and makes known: for
the first time his works will be reproduced and presented in the
fundamental work of Will Grohmann*.

In 1960 Hans Hartung received the International Painting
Prize at the Venice Biennale.

Hans Hartung as heir to the Enlightenment, whereas it was not
until 1970 that the consumer society made its mark.

It remains none the less, an artist eminently contemporary, by
his personal motivations that cross borders and reconciling
them.

The result is smooth, at first sight almost boring, the fight is

ung is definitely, closer to the icon painters who
*Hans Hartung Aquarelle 1922. This work published in 1966 lists the practice
of Hartung from the early 1920s as a remarkably historic precedent early in
all the informal and gestural art of the second half of the twentieth century.
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lead the inner and aesthetic struggle before the technical work
that by an economy of means subtracts the colors to finally in a
momentum contained this majestic scraping of Hartung which
borders on the essential. Scratching to rediscover what was
before. But here, the yesterday is the time saver, it is so simple
that we are finally on our hunger. One can never scratch enough
unless by extreme modesty and respect for the other. He does
not want to impose his singular emotions on us.

For Hans Hartung, an humanist and universal legacy of the
Enlightenment, everything happens before 1970. Although his last
19 years have been essentially devoted to adapting to this new era of
economics and money which one we have not left today, including
the 58th edition of the 2019 Venice Biennale of Art “May You Live
In Interesting Times” chaired by Paolo Baratta whose curator was
Ralph Rugoff (director of the Hayward Gallery of London since
2006). Against the background of acqua alta, this November, the
prestigious exhibition, reflecting the pulse of our planet continues
to express disasters, ecological concerns and other sweets that the
storm shattered to offer the eyes of all the empty interior! While the
Indians strive to live to the rhythm of the people. ALL the opposite
of Hans Hartung’s approach! U
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Some Thoughts on the Puzzle of
Contemporary Literature

Hadaa Sendoo

Today, we have to think about this question: in today’s 21st
century, readers have higher demands on us writers and poets.

Our literature is undoubtedly facing enormous challengesin the
21st century. First of all, we, as writers,or at least many of us,
are still impressed by 19th century literature and 20th century
literature. Some writers still can’t get rid of some of those
writing complexes that were prominent in the last century, such
as the Kafka complex, the Marquezcomplex, etc.

In poetry, in today’s context of globalization, the poets of the 21st
centuryare rethinking old influences and many absorbedways.
And we ask ourselves how we can transcend them and get rid
of bondage, in order not to be restricted and affected by the
writing styles and modes of thinking of our predecessors,
because it mattersto maintain one’s own individual mode of
writing and one’s national features.

Some of the classics of yesterday are perhaps no longer to be
regarded as classics. In the context of globalization, poetry must
open up another, truly new path.

Myhopeistoseethatinthe contextofglobalization,contemporary
poetry has not lost its direction and that it has not been stopped.
Obviously, poetry is at a turning point. The poets are conscious
of the importance of text and translation. The text is not just
text; it should be alive, as an embodiment of a way of living, of
a life or of a spirit. Poetry, springing from the original text, from
one language to another, inserts wings and reaches any corner
of the world. Then, the poetry returns to the poet’s native land.

*This article is for the 1% International Writers’ Forum in Almaty 2018.

12



ISSN 2347-5242 PLATFORM

I think what I mean is clear. In fact, the poet — he and she — does
not have to leave his homeland. But their poems - fly and arrive
far away, where readers read them and are touched.

Poetry, in the context of globalization, also demands from
writers and poets “self-sublimation” and eagerness to create
new myths.

Writers and poets are also more conscious now of the value of
their mother tongue. They should maintain a great tradition
and at the same time, put their “I” in front of the whole world.

From the perspective of Central Asianliterature in the 21st
century, one can say that Central Asian’swriters has encountered
great challenges. Now, in Almaty, Baku, Bishkek, Tashkent and
Dushanbe, it is gratifying to see that writers of Central Asian
insist on writing in their mother tongue included contemporary
Mongolian writers.They have begunto think about the issue of
national literature in the context of globalization, and consider
the role of contemporary literature in a changing world. These
thoughts are forward-looking. As a writer, I admire this very
much.

I also see that in the literature of the severalcenturies, the East is
including the West and the West is including the East. In other
words, what Goethe advocated — “World literature” — is still not
outdated.

As to new works, to judge them from the point of view of
a traditional mode of thinking seems to me to be rather
questionable. Let me add, however, that contemporary literature
should not simply be internet literature that some see as being a
“hot” thing and truly “in.” Being too “hot” can destroy a novel,
or a poem. I don’t want to see young people being so hot for
internet literature. I would rather see them returning to novels
and stories printed on paper and to see them quietly reading a
poem — like before.

I also see the essence of national literature corresponding,
overlapping and even coinciding with the essence of world

13
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literature. So I am very much looking forward to the study
of national literature, translation literature, and comparative
literature — and this from a higher level, by continuing to
explore the literary heritage. of course, also whole Asian
literatureheritage.

Itistime.letusrid ourselvesof the conservative closed consciousness,
and let us answer the call of our time’s contemporary literature
that is emerging.

I believe that this powerful theme: “Opening to the world, open
to the world” - It is suitable for our contemporary literature and
the spirit of the international writers’ forum in Almaty:.

14
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As the Dew Kisses the
Mountains, but Sweeter Still

Gjeké Marinaj

Spring makes a meadow of the Sahara under my feet,
greened by your grace with a fragrance of your own.
My love, we are the pollen of the touch-me-not flower
on the sheets that saved their virginity for us alone.

Summer fires up the Arizona under my skin

and we transpire the moisture of the air round our faces.
Yours—the painting God kept for himself —

is the mirage I follow always, thirsty for your oasis.

Fall in its yellowy quilt of silk

covers our spirits” love in its resurrection;

a thousand torches of feeling jet from my body

to robe with the sun the echo of your predilection.

The winter whistles an old pagan melody,

and follows you lustfully twirling his beard, until
you roll in like a smiling avalanche and lift me

as the dew kisses the mountains, but sweeter still.

Poet Gjeké Marinaj is an Albanian—American poet, writer, translator, literaary critic, and
founder of the Protonism Theory.
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Trans. Nhat-Lang Le & Susan Blanshard
Photos, Fruit and Dreams

Mai Vin Phan

Under-exposed photos, speed-ripened fruit and dreams that
lose their wings before the rain, flow slowly against the current
of memories.

A wind blows open morning fields, rushes into rooms full of
blended dust and light, wipes sweat off freshly bathed dreams.

The origins are within the span of a hand, when you come back
you have gone through your entire life, or you wait to reincarnate
into the next life.

Those souls that have yet to reincarnate, visit worshipping places,
fly aimlessly, then shelter in fixed idolatry.

Someone runs across the dreams, the fruit and photos, to recover
what he lost, to feel each tear choke back and see the amalgam
of each shadow.

Origins have renewed space, and a generation of young grass is
spreading over old ground.

Souls stand at new angles opening to different lights, and in the
moan of fresh dew, they pause and knock on each vowel.

Everywhere new streams are beginning to pour into memories,
taking the photos, the fruit, the dreams, to turn everything into
a voice last night.

Vietnamese poet Mai Vin Phan (1955) was born in Ninh Binh, Red River Delta in North
Vietnam. Currently, he is living and writing poems in Hai Phong city. He has won several
National and International literary awards.
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Translated from the Vietnamese
by Alec G. Schachner

Unwritten Poems

Inrasara

There are some poems never written
They are not poems I don’t want to write.

The grapes of spring’s bloom chilled by the sky
Tens of thousands of green bunches suddenly stunted mid-
season.

The couple of lovers utterly terrified of their desires
Resigning themselves to an upright burial on this shore of daily
life.

Muddled language obstructs truth
A hundred exits without an entrance.

The scrawny poet stopped longing for the moon and stars
Forever absorbed in the swampy lagoons of this earthly world.

The flower blossomed its entire soul — involuntarily
A foot brutally trampled it down.

So many writers holding all the stores of treasure
Wasted their youths as beggars.

Existent two hundred years — the poetry of GlangAnak
Has yet to sow green seedlings within people’s souls.

NguyénTrai felt the suffering pain of heaven and earth
Six centuries later his poems are still poignant.

They are not poems I cannot write
The poems never written.

Inrasara is born in Cham Hamlet, Ninh Thuan Province, Central Vietnam (1957). Cham is an
abbrebiation of Champa kingdom in ancient Vietnam. Inrasara holds out the great cultural
heritage of ancient Champa which is Cham district today. He is a great poet.
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Translated by Anita & Andrew Fincham
Me and my verse

Lam Quang My

Sometimes my verse moves as light breeze
Like thin strips of wind after a sudden storm
That turned the landscape into ruin

Sometimes my verse is a young man

His carefree singing while walking on

Who sees some thing at the side of the road
- but dares not pick it up

And me? I am dry as the leaves in late autumn
Thrown by the wind through the older tracks
But now does not know — if happy or sad.

*Born in Vietnam.Currently lives and works in Warsaw.Writes in Vietnamese and Polish.
Member of Vietnam Writers’ Association and Polish Writers” Association. A Doctor of Physics.
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Bleak Encounter
—Macchu Picchu

Meier

One

It feels as if someone were treading on my chest
As Isit on your throne

Reading the story of a fallen kingdom

Silent stone is heavy like iron

The hammer wielded in a wide arc once

Comes down now across Cuzco’s emptiness

Gold is immortal

But it cannot ransom your to life

The distraught king can be seen sitting in a painting
Facing Europe’s helmets and murderous horses

Grief trickles from panpipes of Cuzco

You cant comprehend if the barbarous invaders had a
civilization

The Sun God shattered after a single blow

As it turned out, your adversity had just begun

Meier (b. 1968), is a light and strong voice in contemporary Chinese
poetry. Her poems have been translated into more than 10 languages.
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Prison of Million People

Morii Kae

Under the blue sky

The maximum-security prison holds its breath
To hide people’s soul underground

To hold their breathes

They are the root of the land

So probably, to be rotten through long years

To grow its new seeds scattered instead of them
So, the sea, the sky, and the mountain are not theirs

The silent slice peace

To wait prisoners be personas for peace
The maximum-security prisons are alive
Under the blue sky, besides us

International Japanese poet who has been well introduced in anthologies,
newspapers, some radio interviews, awards of many countries.
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| Scotland |
Riddle

Gerry Loose

where is the clang
of this spade on stone

where is the fruit of the tree
that made this shaft

where is the fire and rod that made
beads of weld on this steel

I stole the soft mist
it was mine always

I stole the air from the wind
it never knew

I stole the heron’s gaze
she had fished enough

tell me: what can I take,
what cannot be taken

Gerry Loose is a poet living in Scotland. His work is found inscribed in galleries,
hospitals, Botanic Gardens and wild places, as well as in his many books.
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Conversation with
Dayananada Dissanayake

Tapas Baidya & Dr. Rita De

I, Tapas Baidya and Dr. Rita De met with Dayananada
Dissanayake, a Srilankan poet, short story writer, novelist
and thinker at a hotel of Salt Lake, Kolkata on 29th March,
2019. An interview was taken during our discussions
on literature and culture and that is published at our
magazine PLATFORM, a bilingual & biyearly published.

Platform : How do you feel in India ? Especially in Kolkata ?

D. Dissanayake : I always feel very much at home, wherever I
travel in India. I always believe that we are one people, though
separated by political, geographical and language barriers.
In Kolkata I feel much closer to the people, because you have
retained your cultural and literary traditions, not giving in too
much to industrialization and greed for false values.

Platform : Please convey the message about the seminars you
have been taking part ?

D. Dissanayake : I was invited by the English Department of
the Rabindra Bharati University to deliver the Keynote address
at the International Seminar on ‘Redfining Margins: A Literary
Perspective. During the same visit, I delivered a talk at the New
Alipore College on World Peace and Vishva Dhamma.

Platform : Sir your occupation please ? Is it related with your
cultural activities ?

D. Dissanayake : I am in semi-retirement after working as a

Rita De, International Poet & soldier of Underground Literature
Tapas Baidya an eminent poet and a soldier of Underground Literature
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director of a private company, which is a member of one of the
largest group of companies in Sri Lanka. Though my occupation
was not related to cultural activities, it gave me a lot of exposure
in many fields of business and the opportunity to travek and
associate with many people from around the world, which
enriched my imagination.

Platform : From when you have been writing ?

D. Dissanayake : I have been reading, since I was a little child,
and after I learned to read. My father encouraged me by getting
me all the books I wanted. I won a consolation price for the first
short story I wrote in the early seventies, which was organized
by the British Council Sri Lanka. But I started writing seriously
sine 1993, and it took me four years to complete my first novel,
‘Katbitha” which won the Sri Lanka Literary Award for the Best
English Novel for 1997.

Platform : Which field of literature like poetry, article, short
story, novel etc, you like most and why ?

D. Dissanayake : I like to read all literary works, and I am
against using the categories like novels sort stories, poetry etc.

Platform : Do you write both in your mother tongue and English ?

D. Dissanayake : I write in my mothertongue, Sinhal, and also
in English, because I would like to share my works with people
around the world. Sinhala is used only by about 15 million
people inSri Lanka

Platform : What is the recent trend of Singhalese Literature ?

D. Dissanayake : Sinhala literature is highly advanced, and
there are many writers who have produced works of fiction
which should be in world literature, but unfortunatelt are not
known outside Sri Lanka.

Platform : Have you got any essence of Bengali literature from
West Bengal?

D. Dissanayake: Bengali literature I can read only in translation,
23
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so I have not been fortunate to read real Bengali literature. An
example is Gitanjali, which I had to read only in the prose
translation by Rabindranath, which is not the real Gitanjali.

Platform : You travel many countries as literary personnel.
How can you relate with the others ?

D. Dissanayake : I am always happy to meet writers from other
countries, and I get along with all, because we are on the same
wavelength

Platform : Do you feel any problem when your are
communicating or discussing your text with other ?

D. Dissanayake : I am very comfortable discussing my works
with anyone, because I am always open to comments and
criticisms and prepared to accept positive suggestions

Platform : Is poetry popular in your social structure?

Poetry is popular, but the opportunity to publish poetry in Sri
Lanka is minimal.

Platform : Do you feel any difference between Singhalese poetry
and other ? What is the specialty ?

D. Dissanayake : There is really great Sinhala poetry, as it goes
back to atleast 2000 years. There had been 12 great Sinhala poets
during the early first millennium, and the living proof is the
famous graffiti on the “mirror-like” wall at Sigiriya, which had
been written from about the 6th century to about 11th century
by people who visited this 5th century rock citadel.

Platform : What is the main theme of your text you have been
writing presently ?

D. Dissanayake : I have moved away from fiction recently to
write about our past, specially about traditions and beliefs from
about the time of the Indus Civilization. But I still write a few
poems.

Platform : How your society is reflected in poetry ?
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D. Dissanayake : Some of my novels are historical, but I realize
that people have not changed at all, during the past several
millennia

Platform: How Buddhism impress your society, literature, art
and culture ?

D. Dissanayake : I draw a distinction between Buddha
Dhamma and Buddhism. Buddha Dhamma is a universal truth
which can be followed by anyone, of any religious faith. The
closest to Buddha Dhamma in India is Ashoka Dhamma, which
is completely a-religious and Ashoka was never a Buddhist in
today’s sense of the word. Buddha Dhamma is reflected very
much in our literature.

Platform: Is it possible to carry on any literary project with you?
If possible, we feel honoured.

D. Dissanayake : I would be honoured to work with you on any
literary project as long as it is benefical for humanity. I believe
in Subhashitha Sahitya.

25



PLATFORM December & 2019

Garland of Fingers (Sonnet)
T.V. Reddy

Angulimala, the name that sent waves of terror,
with his grisly garland of fingers of men slain
tried to chase the fairer one, for peace a mirror,
spreading smiling light that dissolves pain;

He was stunned to see the man unshaken

who calmly said, “Cut my finger if you need’;
A spark of light the cruel one did awaken

It stirred deep in him the compassion’s seed;

At the feet of the smiling Buddha the slayer fell;
The loving looks of the peaceful sublime one
wrought a miracle change in the heart of hell;
The dacoit became a disciple, quietly won;
Soon he rose against odds to be a preacher,
from bruises and shame to a loving teacher.

Dr. Reddy is a leading Indian English poet, story teller, essayist and critic. His history of Indian
English Literature is a triumph.
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On Visiting Achyuta Samanta and
KISS University

Dr. K. V. Dominic

“Generations to come, it may well be, will scarce believe

that such a man as this one ever in flesh and blood

walked upon this Earth.” -How Einstein glorified Gandhi
sixty years back is attributed by thousands on another
Mahatma, and Gandhi’s true disciple, Achyuta Samanta

What can be nobler and humane than giving shelter, education

and self reliance to 30000 poorest and neglected children of
God?

Provided employment to two hundred and fifteen thousand!
The smiles and cheers from those 30000 pupils made me feel
that we have descended on the real heaven on earth

There is no doubt that Bharat Ratna and the Noble Prize
will seek Achyuta Samanta one day or other to honour him
and inspire millions to follow his humane sublime path

K V Dominic - English poet, critic, short story writer, editor Kerala, India
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Making Places of Worship
Neighbour-friendly

Dr. M. D. Thomas

Places of worship symbolize the presence of the sacred or
the divine in this world. They also announce the presence of
people who are affiliated to the respective religious tradition.
The millions and millions of diverse places of worship in India
witness to the fact that people of all religious persuasions
inhabit fairly harmoniously in our country. This has been the
strength of our country and this requires being enhanced, in a
great way and in various directions.

It doesn’t speak well of places of worship to be divided
exclusively among believers of different religions. God is a
power that is not dividable and he or she makes the best sense
when shared by one and all. God is like a ‘mirror’, in which
human beings are reflected, in terms of their individual and
communal fitness. As a matter of fact, human beings are the real
‘temples” or “dwelling places of the divine’, the entire creation
at large, too. Without doubt, the wellbeing of the humans gives
the best credit to God.

Places of worship are public places and can in no way be
privatized by any individual or sect. Their doors have to be
kept open to people of all genders, castes, classes, sects, regions,
religions, languages, ideologies, cultures and communities.
Prejudice, discrimination and restrictions are an anomaly
and they bring shame to the places of worship and the divine
represented there. Ill will, hostility and competition with other
places of worship are an insult to the very places of worship
and are sure to backfire, sooner or later.

There is dire need of making places of worship evolve beyond

*Founder Director, Institute of Harmony and Peace Studies, New Delhi
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their traditional set up. They have to reach out to places of
worship of other religions, in the generous spirit of ‘give
and take’. They should emerge as living symbols of ‘cross-
community relations’. The places of worship also have to extend
their imagination and area of operation to their neighbourhood
and even the society beyond, in the spirit of divinely motivated
service of the humans.

The stakeholders of the places of worship in India call for a
serious introspection. The unhealthy competition of building
expensive and imposing structures across communities is
scandalous and can never be justified. The craze for building
more and more places of worship, that too as multi-crore
entities, also defy being defended in a country, where nearly
twenty crores of people, if not more, are homeless” and are
condemned to live under the flyovers, roadsides, streets and
slums or as beggars.

Places of worship have to become centres and channels of the
common betterment of the people around. Developmental
measures for the all-round progress and welfare of the people
in the vicinity have to be envisaged and monitored. Along with
ethical uplift, sustainable progress of the human society, small
or big, has to be the overall and long term motto of the places
of worship. Only the larger, qualitative, multi-purpose and full
use of the places of worship will render them their real dignity
and value for the humans.

In line with the above perspective, it has to be ensured that
people residing around the places of worship are not short of
houses, clothes, clean premises, education, health care, good
jobs, and the like. The idle times and spaces of the places of
worship could very well be opened to people of the area for
educational, medical and cultural purposes as well as for night
shelter for the homeless, too. Criminal and hooligan elements
in and around the premises have to be done away with, as well.

Further, places of worship have to be made living symbols
of good will, interaction, harmony and human wellbeing.
Places of worship will receive their real right to existence only
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when they contribute to the welfare of the humans around in
particular and that of the country and of the society at large.
The surplus financial resources, along with human resources,
have to be placed at the disposal of the needy people. Only such
great gestures will usher in a promising culture for the humans,
in India and beyond, positively so.

Reaching out to people of all communities will make them
‘neighbor-friendly” and will create a ‘halo’ around them.
Harmonious living among people of all affiliations, especially
residing around the places of worship, will surely accord them
a new meaning. Their poise and luster will be mirrored in
making human beings shine as real dwelling places of God,
through nourishing their wellness in a lasting way.

Places of worship have to evolve towards reflecting duly the
‘collective consciousness of the believers’. They have to become
the living ‘conscience of the humans’, too. This can happen only
when the above vision is translated into a mission. Custodians
of the places of worship, along with believers, require getting
enlightened and empowered, to the above effect. It is the sacred
duty of the religious heads, scholars and social leaders to
facilitate places of worship to emerge towards such heights!
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Pen my paper!
Dipanjana Nath

When you hide my pen
But give me papers plenty
Do you know that

You remain alone

And I stay empty

Life without love
Is like papers with no pen

So be it pen or be it love
Spare me some
For the thoughts I have

Pleasure or pain

Or be it insane

Let me write words few
On the pod of my life
Like the morning dew

A significant Indo Anglian poet hailing from Delhi.
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Khajuraho
Prof. Dr. Chandana Mitra

Khajuraho is an unparallel example of Indian tectonics. It is
situated in a small but important town of Chatterpur district of
Madhya Pradesh. These mediaeval temples are world famous
for art carving and clarity. History says that these temples are
built by Chandela dynasty and about 1000 years old. Chandra
varman was the Gurjar king of Bundelkhand in the mediaeval
period. Mediaeval poet Chandvardai Prithwiraj Rasor had
depicted the origin of the Chandela clan. He writes that the
daughter of Kashi Rajpandit Hemwati, a beautiful lady, was once
bathing in a pond full of lotus. The moon was overwhelmed,
came in form of a human and abducted her. Unfortunately she
was a widow and mother of a son. She she became annoyed
and blamed Moon.

Then Moon realized his erroneousness and for atonement, he
asked Hemwati to shift to Khajurpura, where she will give birth
to a baby boy. He will become a great king. He will construct
temples and perform Yagnya . This will make Hemwati Pure
and pious.

After shifting to Khajurpura She gave birth to a son named
Chandravarman. He was a stalwart. At the age of 16, he used
to fight and kill lion or tiger without weapons. He became the
king of khajuraho. He built 85 temples there and performed
Yagnya at his mother’s order.

In Khajuraho those temples were situated in about 20 squire
kilometer of area. But at present only 25 temples are there in
about 6 squire kilo meter area. The temples are Vishnu, kandaria

Prof. & Head, Sociology Department, Govt. Naveen College, Pali Dist. Korba, Chhattisgarh
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shiv,surya mandir,Chitragupta temple,Viswanath temple,
Laxman temple.The sculptural art of these temple are extremely
impressive. These are the examples of Indian Hindu cultural
specialities like Asram system of Hindu human life cycle. As
the span of Hindu lifecycle is assumed to be 100 years, four
parts each of 25 years as Bramhacharya ashram, Grihastha
Ashram, Sanyas Ashram and Vaanprastha. These are carved
in beautifully. The carvings describe the importance of
Tantrikas during that period. The sculpture of Vishnu temple
depicts the social system of that period like- status of women
and men,costumes, ornaments, ladies vanity bag, longeries,
luxurious life style, Lesbian, gay. Other than this the whole
kamasutra is very beautifully crafted on the stones.

The temples are very beautiful and worth seeing. I have no
words to describe. The township, although small but well
developed and well connected with road and airways to attract
tourists from all over the world.
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Human on Our Won

Prasanta Panda

How many devils have to die

to prove a god is good enough?
How many gods have to scarify

to establish a religion?

We have to ask the gods now or never

How many devils” bodies must glorify

Them for their will to be known.

We have to ask devils whether they have a choice
To prove their existence on their own

Or just fulfil gods” will to be killed as their only role.

Can we see the questions hanging on the walls of the shrines all
along?
Who are the winners:
The bodies of the devils, the minds of the gods
or human beings celebrating on the dead bodies
of the devils on behalf of the gods?

Can we see for ourselves now or never
It is not blasphemy to consider
We don’t need devils and gods to celebrate our being human.

Professor, IIT (BHU)
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Special

Soma Bhowmik

They are special and

Are of a rare kind,

Teaching us the value of life

Which is very difficult to find

They faced grim challenges

effortlessly and easily

Teaching the rule of life

Is to move on meaningfully

They are strongly motivated, skillful to handle their disabilities.
They are differently abled, probably

They know their inner qualities

They also get hurt and

Feel low occasionally

But their rule of life is to move on meaningfully
Despite all the odds, aches in heart

And agonies of life

They are the path guiders and cheer leaders of our life.
Disguised behind different challenges, they teach us , how hard
It might be.....

The rule of life is to move

On meaningfully .

This poem of mine is dedicated to all the special kids in the world. Hats off to their fight back
attitude . I feel that God has created them specially to teach us a lesson in life.

A reputed poet and teacher from Kolkata.
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Calm

Madhu Sriwastav

Wind rushes through my window
Scattering things without

A storm is raging outside

I shut the window pane

All is calm indoors

Nothing moves awhile

The old fan slowly rotates

I come to terms with myself

Close my eyes and smile.

Assistant Professor of English, B.H.K.Mahavidyalaya
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Penance

Susanta Patra

When I try to touch you--
my finger is burned,

my eyes is browned,

I feel pain in my whole body
by your acuity

Many times I try to catch you
But you go away

Oh my god!
If you don’t give chance to belongingness,
why do you come in my dreams?

A poet and an Entrepreneur
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Auction of my soul
Binay Laha

The cold night is over.

Now there is heat everywhere.

The preposterous submission has all there to hang the blow.
And my Sweet Dreams became a failure.

Poets are dying in fame.

But defamed in ejaculation.

Others may smile at your gesture.

Keep blossomed when her brown cowly eyes are renamemy
becomes love.

Lo! The tip top fame I have kept under my feet has turned my
poem into a Paris Tower.

Raiganj, Uttar Dinajpur
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A bit of journey
Tapashi Laha

Shadows of trees drenches my soul.
The dusty red of this lane forming an arrogance of grandeur.
i slip into a moment of nothingness,

a petallike i get carried
To this bliss.

And at once this very self forgets to mourn.

The bonds,the yearnings, the pain i received so far.
The cacophony of racing life

outnumbering the presence of conscious,

I am of myself and yet i am of nothing.

Raiganj, Uttar Dinajpur
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Train
Akash Naik

Breaths grind to halt during, Journeys Just the train in motion
Every breth frozen stiff

Places keep changing

It's the same old circle, yet drawn anew
The train moves on

In distant abstract

Forms a chiaroscuro of may

I catch a fleeing glimpse

Suddenly

Brearhs pick momentum

The train stock-still.

Fish

A house under construction

A square for bathroom in floor slab
Full of waste water

Rusted steel nearby

Steadfast like a sea-rock

The reflections of houses around
Confounds the fish's sense of direction
Its vibgyor dissolve gradually.

Akash Naik A poet and a Kathak dancer
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| Am Looking for that Place
Birbhadra Karkidholi

Since some days I have been thinking of
Taking this life to such a platform

And giving it a rest

Where the clean breeze

Of some place may be found blowing
Yeah. I've been looking exactly for this
But where is peace and bliss aver there?
Where's the clean breeze in that hill?
This life is still laden

Where I can repose.

Now. where should I take this life to repose?
This tormented life?

Being so tired, sometimes I feel like

Taking the burden of [his meaning]less life to
The edge of such a cliff

And maybe push it over.

Ahllam too tired

Nay. where shall I take this life

In order to throw it away.

IKhgjiralitthhii TV Thaaun. Aabhnash.

Birbhadra Karkidholi - One of the important poets and writers of Sikkim who writes both in
Nepali and in English.
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An Impetus

Subhas Narayan Basu

Neither the woman kind nor a female deity
You are only Chandra to me

That will ever shine in the sky of a poet
And never set; I think it so might be

Oh Dear, the sweet heart of my fancy
Lighting your self so bright as it could be.

Subhas Narayan Basu is a retired youth officer of the Government. He is a prolific writer
with difference
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A Lecture delivered by Dr. Sabita Chakraborty
on the occasion of a Book Launch

It’s a great pleasure to all of us that we are gathered here today
in the book release of such a person who may be an example for
all of us. He is an MBBS doctor by profession. As a doctor he has
to spend most of the time for the patients but he is not exhausted
with it. He exercises creative faculty. He writes poems. He has
written a book of poem, The Open Casement of Twenty One’.
His book is getting released at this hall today.

It's a very auspicious day for all Bengali people. It is the day
called poila Vaisakh or it is a Bengali new year. It’s a day to take
anew challenge for moving forward. And Dr. Ramesh Chandra
Bera’s book will enlighten us to that direction.

Presently we are passing through a very critical time. A kind
of restlessness is found everywhere. Men are getting busy only
with material profit and material success by hook or by crook.
Values are almost evaporated. Without values life has been very
painful. It is true that we need money to run our life but money
is not all. What we need actually is a peaceful life. A peaceful
life may be attained through the cultivation of literature. Unless
we properly cultivate the mind and heart we can not overcome
hurdles of life. Dr. Berais doing that greatjob. A doctor can’tbe a
good doctor unless he possesses a good personality, sympathetic
to his patients. It seems to me that the softness of his mind is
reflected in his poems. He has watched our surroundings from
his casement and his feelings are expressed in his poems. He
must teach us through the present publication how to dream
for a better future, how to move for a better life.

Associate Professor of Philosophy
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Itis a fact that a talent does not get to the forefront unless there is
someone makes an arrangement of a favourable atmosphere to
thatend. In this context the credit should go to the most energetic
poet of Medinipur Tapas Baidya. He is constantly inspiring
people to write something, to express themselves in writings.
Tapas has taken the responsibility of publishing books of them.
I salute him for his hard work. He regularly publishes a little
Magazine Sabdamala where a large number of writers have got
a chance to publish their writings. When I open my facebook
account I see him every Sunday and Saturday in a literary meet.
Now he is also known to be an acclaimed poet of West Bengal.
The soil of Medinipur must be proud of this dedicated poet.
And as a member of the Underground Literature we are also
proud of him because he belongs to this group. Underground
literature is a group of writers who try to place unknown writers
to the foreground. And it is a pleasure for us that presently
Underground literature has been spread to both the national
and international level. In this connection I am glad to inform
you that a few books of the leader of Underground Literature
Dr. Ramesh Chandra Mukhopadhyaya have been published
from Vietnam and America. However, it is the objective of
Underground Literature to place or to promote writers before
the society. The programme of today is also the manifestation
of that greater idea.

Let’s come back to the discussion of the poems of Dr. Ramesh
Chandra Bera. Generally we give priority to our reason. And
literature gives priority to the feelings of the writers. And the
truth about the existence is expressed for masses through the
language of poets. Poetic insights could introduce a new model
to follow. Poets are seers. Entering into the deeper level of the
mind a poet collects gems which may be helpful to make a
better world. In the poem, “The Trial of Life Struggle’ the Poet
Dr. Ramesh Chandra Bera is saying that nothing is destroyed in
life; there is only transformation. We need to practice patience.
To quote

‘The stream of life has no end in the outlet of eternity’ (p.19).
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Buddha in India propounded this philosophy. Similarly our
poet Dr. Bera is saying that life is just like a stream. We don’t
know from where it started. We are born in the middle of the
stream. The stream flows according to the rules of nature. But
modern generation is not ready to wait to earn something.
They want everything instantly. And the poet reminds them to
practice patience.

In an another poem “The Scale” he writes,
The strong fish swims against

The run of the stream

The diver-fish with glittering

scale plunges into water.

Fish lives in water. Here fish is the symbol of human being.
Only a few people can run against the stream and most of the
people plunge into water.

In like manner Dr. Bera has used lots of imageries to tackle the
upcoming situations.

Hope that Dr. Bera will continue his writing to show the path
for better life to the new generation and we will come again and
again to participate in the book launching programmes.

Thank you
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