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EDITORIAL

Thanks to Abhijit and Nilima and Rohini Nandan,
our June 2017 issue of Platform is being published.
Platform strikes a unique note in the crowd of the
journals and little magazine in West Bengal. The
gracious poets from abroad such as Mongolia, Vietnam,
Japan, China, Thailand and the like as well as poets
from other states of India have been kind enough to
contribute their poems to this journal. We Bengalee
poets, writers and thinkers thereby get the opportunity
to have a first hand experience of the poems abroad of
our time. At the same time we Bengalee people, here,
have the liberty to express ourselves in our vernacular.
This issue touches upon the Bengalee reception of the
Turkish poet Muesser . Gautam Mukherjee , one of
the finest prose writers of our time has dwelled on
the problems of translating Muesser’s poetry. There
is another article on translation paradigm by Biplab
Majee, a leading Bengali poet of our time .The crown
and coping stone of this issue of Platform is a write up
of Dominique Demiscault on Cubism. A photograph
forged by her decks the cover page.

We will humbly request our writers , especially
from India, that their essays should not exceed one
thousand five hundred words. A poem from India
should not exceed twenty lines ordinarily.

With thanks and best regards to all the contributors
and readers of Platform

Ramesh Chandra Mukhopadhyaya
Mousumi Ghosh
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CuBismM

An attempt at restoring order?

“Re-instating in its nature a technique
totally gone astray was the cause and the \J§
aim of Cubism. A will stood up to counter NP
the loose and the vague...One of the
logical consequences of Cubism in 1911
is a rejuvenation of thought; doffing the
civilized, the barbarian child reverts to the love of things for themselves;
imagination claims its rights, it operates on materials which already
have a meaning, it bestows a new life to them by merely touching
them...”

Mousumi Ghosh has made me a present again when she
asked for this article; was it chance or necessity? > My last-
minute visit to the Louis Vuitton Foundation, to see the Shchukin
collection on exhibition there, gave me the final push.

ICONES DE I’ART MODERNE. LA COLLECTION CHTCHOUKINE

Apple-picking (1911) Peasant woman with pails and a
by Natalia Goncharova child (1911-12) by Kazimir Malevich

'Foreword by Albert Gleizes in “Tradition and Cubism, toward a consciousness of
form.” In Articles and lectures (1912-1924) published by La Cible, 1927.
2“Chance and Necessity” 1970 by Jacques Monod

Dominique de Miscault is a French abstract artist, painter, sculptor and film maker
of high watermark. Her deep thought fulness and meditative mind is manifest in
every trifle that she dwells on. Her Seven Days of Creation on the Ceramic Road
Hanoi is a triumph of abstract art. She is an author of significant book as well.
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How could we remain unfeeling in front of these two
paintings? Goncharova (1881-1962) 3and Malevich (1878-1935)
shared a quest which, from 1907 with the Cézanne retrospective
held in Paris, fascinated the West. Cubism is on its way with
Picasso’s Les Demoiselles d”Avignon and the works of Braque.
Further East a new world is emerging under the influence of
the icon, the lubok?, Russia’s popular imagery ° and the various
crafts practiced by Asian minorities. Neo-primitivism in
Russia continues the pictorial traditions of the East. Alexander
Shevchenko and Natalia Goncharova and others go so far as
claiming that “it has become evident that there is no reason to
use the artefacts of the West which were borrowed from the
East.” Some Russian artists feel that they “are Asia” with all its
subjectivity and that it is “the birthplace of all nations”. An idea
illustrated by the Peasant woman with pails: the oval faces are
underlined, hands and feet are large and flat on the canvas; the
eyes, Byzantine style, are wide open on a reality that is still to
come, with a gravity typical of icons. The masses are distorted,
the gestures static, the painting is fraught with primitive naivety.
Peasant work is extolled while industrial work is imposing its
hellish rhythm to human nature.

Societies undergoing a sea-change

It is a time of turmoil, very significant in a Europe which,
ever since the Renaissance, has been seething with ideas. In
the words of Leonardo da Vinci:”We know clearly that sight,

*Natalia Sergeevna Goncharova was born in 1881 in the district of Tula, Russia, and
died in 1962 in Paris. She was the great-great niece of Alexander Pushkin’s wife.
Well trained in art, she turned to painting in 1904, after she met Michael Larionov
who became her lifelong companion. Both were confronted with Impressionism and
then Cubism which they finally synthetized into Neo-primitivism around 1907.
In December 1910, together with Larionov, she participated in the first Moscow
exhibition of Knave of diamonds which demonstrated their interest in new styles,
including Cubism. In June 1915, she left her native land for ever, she accompanied the
Diaghilev tour of Europe in 1917 and settled in Paris in 1918. She became a French
citizen in 1938; she is buried at Ivry sur Seine.

*Popular wood engravings. The lubki, with their simple, narrative lines, were inspired
by literature or popular and religious traditions.

°In the 19th century there emerged a genuine interest for the drawings of children, for
the art of the mentally deranged and also that of minorities. It spread in Germany in
the 20’s with Hans Prinzhorn’s “Artistry of the Mentally Ill” and in Russia with the
work of psychiatrist Karpov.
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through quick observations, can discover an infinity of forms
in one single spot; yet it can grasp only one at a time.” The
French Revolution will rush this movement, overthrowing
one power to install a new one which will pave the way to
an industrialization which, in turn, will herald a new era of
exploration. From an agrarian society, men are thrown into an
industrial one, with its host of inventions (among which that
of the Lumiere brothers which is directly connected with our
subject) sometimes a cause of impoverishment for the masses.
Society becomes divided, the 20" century open onto a radically
different era. Marx, Engels, Lenin theorize history; materialism
gives a twitch to ideas.

Different points of view encompass the same object. A
square may turn into a cylinder!

K. Malevich The lumberman 1912. Oil on canvas
(94x71.5 cm) Stedelijk Museum, Amsterdam
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As early as 1907 Cubism came in to restore order!

It was to rethink art and, by that very fact, rethink the human
adventure at the beginning of this century.

How should we approach Cubism?

On the one hand, in April 1904 Cézanne wrote to Emile
Bernard:”Approach nature through the cylinder, the sphere,
the cone, placing all of these into perspective [...]. For us,
men, Nature is more in depth than on a surface.” With this
new concept, Cézanne, at the end of his life, initiated new vistas
which were to revitalize and revolutionize the arts.

On the other hand, an osmosis took place due to dealers
and collectors such as the Shchukin brothers or Diaghilev’s
Ballets Russes which criss-crossed Europe, thus throwing
bridges between Western exploration and Russian tradition
and imparting the Russian production with its density of
expression at a particularly sensitive time.

Cubism in Europe, Futuro-Cubism in Russia’emerged
between the two revolutions of 1905 and 1917. Ever since its first
industrialization in 1870, Russia had known strikes; but with its
second industrial surge in 1875, the movement of spontaneous
striking took on impetus. The protesters multiplied their actions
until 1904 by attempts and demonstrations in the streets of Saint
Petersburg after the universities had closed down. The almost
daily demonstrations were fiercely put down by the police and
the Cossacks.

A severe economic crisis had struck the population between
1901 and 1903. In a context of world crisis, industrial bankruptcy
and famine because of bad harvests, the workers, unemployed
in the towns, could not even seek refuge in the country.

*No wonder if the works from La rue des bois, Picasso’s retreat since 1908, were of
great interest to the Russians.

"Nicolai Berdjaev: “Futurism is the passive reflection of mechanisation, which turns
to rot and dust the aging flesh of the world. The Futurists extol the beauty of the
machine, they rave about its sounds, are inspired by its motion. For them the allure
of motors has replaced the allure of the female body or of flowers. [...] They know and
want to know none of the aspects of the being that are concealed behind the screen of
the body.

12



The Russian revolution of 1905® subsumes the political
and social troubles which swayed the Empire. The economic
and social evolution of the country had unleashed the liberal,
democratic, socialist and revolutionary oppositions to the tsarist
regime. The murderous gunning of Saint Petersburg’s Bloody
Sunday kindled the revolt. The regime survived this first attack,
but discontent became stronger and opposition more radical. In
October, a general strike got the better of the regime. A liberal
constitution was granted; but within two years, Nicolas II
counter-attacked, annihilating the hopes that the revolution had
kindled. The mutiny aboard the warship Potemkin in Odessa
(June1905) was immortalized by Eisenstein in 1925.

Discontent was rising because Russian society was
undergoing a transformation while the political system proved
incapable of evolution, due to the weight of its unwieldy
administration. The middle-class, also called The third element,
was growing in numbers, with the professions becoming more
numerous and more influential. The growth of capitalism created
the proletariat, sending a working class into the towns while, in
the country, peasants were impoverished and became a rural
proletariat. These two social categories formed a huge reservoir
of discontent to be unleashed in protest demonstrations.

Kasimir Malevich, The reaper,
(1911-12), oil on canvass, 114.3x67.2 c¢cm;
influenced by Goncharova’s hieratic
series of peasants. The scythe reveals
the function of the character. Cezanne’s
principle of reducing nature to the cone,
the cylinder or the sphere is here strictly
adhered to, while the colours are treated
along Symbolist and Futurist lines.

The writings of Albert Gleizes and
Jean Metzinger, 'as early as 1910, find the
words to describe this radical revolution
and the bubbling over of ideas which,
East and West, throw the people into anguish.

81t began on Bloody Sunday, January 25, 1905 to end with the promise of a Constitution
on October 30th with the Manifesto on the Improvement of the State.
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In Russia painting became militant with the creation, in
1910, of the group Knave of diamondswith Larionov, Malevitch,
Morgunov, Exter...

A w !‘i' [
The Grinder 1912/13, K. Malévitch Woman with buckets 1912, K.
79 X 79 cm, oil on canvas Malevich, a so-called cubo-futuristic
period. Museum of Modern Art in
New York.

But the hopes entertained by a lot of intellectuals and artists
in the early 20™ century were soon damped after the Bolshevik
revolution of 1917. In the following decade, many disappeared
or resorted to exile while the West of Europe failed to realize the
magnitude of the disaster: so many ideologies, pleasing to the
mind, fail to fit with the reality of nations and people.

Like any revolutionary system, Cubism, whose leaders were
Braque and Picasso’, was in the first place analytical as well as
abstruse.

°P. Picasso (1881-1973) and G. Braque (1882-1963) were emblematic figures of art in
the early 20th c. yet everything opposed them. Picasso lavishlydisplayed his talents,
plastic, intellectual and affective, while Braque managed his equal talents in-depth
and with humanity. Theirs was a necessary yet agonizing companionship.

14



How could we fail to see the George Braque’s 1908 Maison de 1’
relation between Juan Gris and Estaque: those little cubes mentioned
his 1911 Jar, bottle and glass, by Matisse.

With this de-composition of form, practised essentially in
1910 and 1911, still life is the favourite subject. “Form seems to be
endowed with the same qualities as colour.” ""Theobjectreplaces
the subject of the prior centuries. The relation between objects
is analysed and conceptualized. Braque, for instance, analyses
the distance between objects, their balance, their harmony, their
relation to the painter; hence the necessity to feel the object,
to be as close to it as possible, to perceive its volumes, leaving
sensations aside. “To our mind, lines, surfaces, volumes are only
facets of the notion of fullness. Copying only the volumes would
mean denying these facets for the benefit of a monotonous
intensity. [...] The diversity of relations between lines should be
limitless; on this condition it subsumes
the quality, the immeasurable sum of
affinities we can feel between what
we perceive and what exists within
us; under this condition a work elicits
emotion.”"

GeorgeBraque: Ewer and violin
1909-1910, oil on canvass, 116.8x73.2,

YA. Gleizes and ]. Metzinger Du Cubisme 1947
ibidem
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Kunstmuseum, Basel, Switzerland. Here space vibrates. Braque
still makes use of Cézanne’s palette of brown and cold colours
which have pride of place and impinge on a space suggested by
the absence of outlines. Following Cezanne, Braque and Picasso
make use of camafieu, i.e. they use all the shades of one or two
colours.

Pablo Picasso: The accordionist Mademoiselle Léonie 1910, a

1911, oil On canvass, 130.2x69.5, deconstruction of forms, especially as
Guggenheim Museum, New York regards the face, front and profile are on

the same plane; the model is just a pretext.

Portrait of Daniel-Henry
Kahnweiler . The mind must
make an effort to reconstruct
what is missing because head and
g hands are drawn regardless of the
rest which is left to be imagined.
Daniel-Henry Kahnweiler was
born in Mannheim in 1884;
he opened his first gallery,
the birthplace and authority
for Cubism, in Paris in1907. It
became Galerie Simon during
WWI, then Galerie Louise Leiris

16



during WWII, still under the guidance of its founder until
1979. It hosted Pablo Picasso, George Braque, Henri Laurens,
Fernand Léger, André Masson and many others who met there
and ensured the success of a gallery loyal to its artists and to its
aesthetic principles.

In the autumn of 1911 Braque reconsiders his analytical
Cubism;

Reading woman Still life with harp and violin, his
most radical work, with the vertical
composition, the multiple plans and
facets, the explosion of forms. Before
this, there had been identifiable
elements such as a pipe, a book or parts
of musical instruments

For cubist painters one element becomes the entirety, as is
the case for the artists of Art brut (raw art), in which the painter
is just one element. But Braque masters his composition. He
“deconstructs” in an intellectual way, less violently than
Picasso. He doesn’t destroy while Picasso, true to his nature,
can slaughter without a qualm.

The year 1912 is a major step for Western European painters,
resulting in a synthetic, more playful, Cubism, opening, for the
more daring artists, the way to Abstraction.

17



Picasso: Still life with a chair, 1912; and The newspaper: L’indépendant.

The advocates of Cubism have exhausted the question,
now it is the turn of Abstraction; but what is it? In the so-called
Abstruse Cubism, the artists had refrained from total illegibility,
always including comprehensible elements in their works:
collages, stencils, etc. Abstraction will give up the visual and
use the intellect to account for the world.

From left to right:

o The man with a guitar, The guitar player, oil and sawdust on
canvass, 130x72.5 cm. (Also, called: Man with a violin and
Guitarist) spring of 1914,

*  Braque has adopted a principle of illegibility. We seek for certainty

in these paintings in which de-construction is at work.

Right: Woman with a guitar, probably painted a little earlier.

= ¥ s | < - W wils i

The First World War started on July 28, 1914, and lasted till November 11,
1918. George Braque was severely wounded at the start of the fighting.

18



What does Cubism conceal?

: Probably a host of
W things left unsaid, due
I to the troubled times,
. which found their
mute expression in
painting.

There lies the
| true role of the artist,
beyond the various
artistic or intellectual
movements which
tried to rationalize
\ and  pinpoint  the

trouble. Artists, often

LN e " at their own expense,

Pab.lo Picasso: Les Demoiselles d’Avignon, 1907, are the middlemen or

oil on canvass, 245x235. MOMA, New York. . .
mediums. Gauguin

and Cezanne had set up the milestones for a new vision of art;
but it is in 1907, with Les Demoiselles d’Avignon, that a radical
break occurred, based on a new interest for African Masks.

with a clarinet, 1911-1912,
oil on canvass, 106x69cm. %
Thyssen-Bornemisza Museum, -
Madrid. Often considered as °
the last really cubist painting: |
Picasso becoming THE leader |
and undisputed creator of
Cubism. What exactly is the |
situation today in the context |
of world capitalism? One is
entitted to wonder where |-
they can find objectivity and [
absence of monetary concern.

It is to be feared, or hoped, | &
that soon we will have a lot to
revisit in the light of a better

19




knowledge of our world, with new tools of appreciation.

In this brief survey, that I made as synthetic as possible
hoping to arouse the curiosity of my friends in Calcutta, I
intentionally left out the a-plat constructions, like the following
works, which belong in the period of analytical Cubism.

3

\

Braque Violin and pipe, 1913-1914; Or this small sculpture by Picasso,
collage, 74x106cm. National museum of which reveals the same type of
modern art, Paris preoccupation:

Also, a theory emerged in the 1950’s, after WWII, claiming
that cubist painting had influenced the invention of army
camouflage. Illegibility leading to invisibility is the aim of
camouflage. By what mysterious alchemy can Cubism be
assimilated to military issues? Did they pursue an identical
aim: blend the figure into the background, the element into its
environment?

DuringWWI, the Cubistsbecameuseful painters. Camouflage
painters were people apart, operating in workshops, not on the
front. They had better life conditions, faced less danger except
when they had to reconnoitre and settle down.

In that way camouflage painting naturally made use of the
system offered by Cubism, in order to disrupt the forms of objects
and immerse them into their milieu. The military hardware was
painted with monochrome a-plats unrelated to its shape, in
order to conceal its volume, make its outlines undecipherable,

20



merge it totally into its environment. Monochromes of grey,
brown and green were the most used since they are the most
common in nature. Cubist painters were assigned to this task:
Dunoyer de Segonzac, Jacques Villon, Roger de la Fresnaye,
André Mare. (Yet Fernand Léger never managed to get posted
to that section.)This is all the more surprising as, a few years
before, the production of those cubist painters had been branded
as “peinture boche” "because their dealers and their buyers
had often been German. After being accused of collaboration
with the enemy they had now become patriots, indispensable
to the war effort! **

Juan Gris: Landscape and house at Céret, Juan Gris: Still life with plate of fruit

1913; oil on canvass, 100x65cm; Galeria and mandolin, 1919; oil on canvass,
Theo. Madrid. 95x65¢cm; Beyeler Foundation, Basel.

Paradoxically Cubism was to rise from its ashes from the
very beginning of WWI and, with it, those who survived the
war, like Juan Gris (1887-1927), a superb Spanish painter who,
unfortunately, died too young to be a challenge to Picasso. He
really started painting only in 1910; by 1912 he had developed
a really personal cubist style; his great period is between 1914
and 1918. At the start, he was influenced by analytical Cubism

2Boche: derogatory term for German
3Pierre Daix, Journal du Cubisme, Paris-Geneéve, Skira, 1982 ; Daniele Delouche : « Cubisme et
camouflage » in Guerres et cultures, 1914-1918, Paris,Armand Colin 1994
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but, after 1915, he turned to synthetic Cubism, of which he was
a stunning interpreter.

Another important figure of Cubism: Fernand Léger who
shared the Cubist objective of creating a non-figurative realism
but stood apart from the Montmartrois by his approach, more
visual than intellectual. He did not aim at representing the total
object but wanted to situate its volume within an ideal space.

Fernand Léger:
The staircase, 1914; oil
on canvass, 130x100;
Woman with M
book,1923; oil on§ -
canvass, 116.2x81.5;
MOMA, New York.
Dom de Miscault,
le 21 avril 2017

Translationl
Michelle SULLIVAN &
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Exhibition 12 July - 06 Septembre 2015

DE CHAGALL A MALEVITCH, LA REVOLUTION DES AVANT-
GARDES

As part of the Year of Russia in Monaco, in partnership with Compagnie
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1. Cubism by Abert Gleizes and Jean Metzinger; Tradition and Cubism,
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2. Knave of diamonds, is a pictorial movement based in Moscow in the
years 1910-1913.aiming at the interpretation of Cézanne’s lessons
and of French Post-Impressionism as well as of Fauvism and the
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two years, it was the beacon of the Russian avant-garde. It is also the
name of the exhibition organized by Burliuk and Larionov, which
triggered the movement. Other exhibitions with the same name were
held until 1916.
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Kae Morii

AN ARROW

-dedication to Sanjeev Sinha*

When first I met you,

An arrow of your brilliant eyes

The bow was drawn with your full strength
By your heart aflame for future

Purchasing your arrow,
Anyone couldn’t imagine it can fast flying than anyone’s
The speedy flying, with certain brains to reach

Now

A rainbow bridge is drawn in the sky

The India, the deep thought and spiritual wisdom
Your wide breast, and our precision

If we can see
All people enjoying comfortable living without poor life
All children dreaming for better future

What a splendid arrow of you...
Alike a poet, but as an engineer of dream

She is a Japanese poet, and internationally acting since 2004. She published books: A
Red Currant, The Light of Lapis Lazuli, Over the Endless Night, Olive-a letter from
Anne, 66-Megaquake, Tsunami& Fukushima, and others.
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That time, I would say to you...
You are poet than poet, for India.

*Born in Rajasthan and an Ex-Student of Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT). His mother became the first teacher of primary school in a
poor village. In 1996, he came to Japan for the study of Al (Artificial
Intelligence)

DoMEsTIic VIOLENCE

If he did hit my cheek, he would be arrested by policeman.
And he must pay me his apology.

His eating meals which I made

His wearing clothes which I washed

His sleeping in bed which I cleaned up

He looks at his face in the mirror after he hits me
And shaves his violence

And leaves my broken nasal bone

At night, he kisses my painful nose

At his “Dear darling”, he reveals his egoism

I hits him

I kick his berry

He is Me, I am Him.

Any violence is prohibited, but

Even now the crying of the victims in the world

“Dear darling, don’t you know the violence is close to the war?”
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Q’ompe Hantrakool |

THERE, THE DEVIL’S SHADOW

On the gloomy sky

On the crying moon

On the doleful star

On the blackened heaven
On the dirty street

On the coal-sprinkled pavement
On the filthy river

On the dusky flower

On the withered tree

On the agonized man

On the hopeless face

On the crusty eye

On the broken heart

On the dried dead soul

There, the Devil’s shadow

Pornpen Hantrakool, an erstwhile Professor of Silpakorn University Thailand as
well as once upon a time a professor with a university of Japan, is a great scholar,
historian and a remarkable Thai English poet
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Pham Van Binh (Bink Tam)

1. My MOTHERLAND

In the flying dragon’s posture
With its stretching claws
Ready to tear foreign aggressors into pieces

2. History oF My NATION

Each page — an epic
Full of sweat and blood
From numerous generations

3. My PropLE

The only people on the Earth
Holding swords and guns more than hoes and ploughs
But still suffering from bitterness nowadays...

A prolific writer of Vietnam. He is also a Vietnamese English poet. His poems have
niche in Vietnamese Literature.
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f. it
Inrasara - Phii Tram

THE MosT BEAUTIFUL DAY

Some afternoons not wanting to do anything, think, say
anything at all

letting

the hundred rivers that nourished my wild years

overflow my memory

letting
the thousand lines of poetry memorized before I made poetry
spill into my open soul

work piles high
short stories half-read, letters half-written
faraway life urgent

a girl carrying water down the hill, stopped, lingering a long
moment then strolling leisurely back to the village
now doing what, where — who knows?

the evening is fading

wait not for any unexpected face
to fill your empty space

ten thousand dragonfly wings of childhood fly illuming the
room.

Inrasara - Phtt Tram Researcher for the Cham Script Editing Committee - Ninh
Thuan Province. Currently living in Saigon — Ho Chi Minh City. He is a great Cham
poet of Vietnam glorying in ancient Champa
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GRATITUDE

To live is to be thankful — a bond of thanks overflowing
lying beyond the horizon of calculations lost
gratitude brings maturation.

Kneeling submissive before a wildflower on noon’s hill
grateful for the hand unexpectedly extended

grateful for the verses of poetry written since last century
voice of a far-away smile, bud of a near-by kiss.

Kneeling in front of the sun’s face waking from dream every
dawn

grateful for a bowl of rice when hungry, the half-smoked
cigarette

grateful for the vague nebulous river running through my
childhood

name of the hill’s crest, the forest in dreams suddenly echoes
grateful for the wandering footstep, the heart astray.

For one cannot live without but offering thanks

indebted to the blank page, beholden to the last unwritten line
Glang Anak a hundred lines — pondered two hundred years
without cease

there is still a Cham son to care for the Cham language

the yellow leaves know to fall so the trees can bud green springs
grateful for boundless space, limitless time

though utterly insignificant, I still must be present.

And thus — I humbly extend thanks to ME.
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ICHINKHORLOO Bayarkfiii

—

FORESIGHT

Delgermaa Ganbat**

(Translation into English by Delgermaa Ganbat)

This flower with an unknown name,

you should call Ichin.

So full of thorns, yet so lavish with fragrance,
she lives for only a summer;

it is said she withers without fading.

This flower, like a lady who comes at evening
To chant her poem:s,

Awakes at dawn

to sip the dew,

you should call Ichin.

This flower has the life of only one summer
and leaves this life, so it’s said,

by singing on her stem.

The flower’s dew looks like teardrops

and it lives so short like the young age to write poems.
In slumber, so it’s said, she scatters her lyrical seeds
onto the soil of the steppe

and dies unable to see them grow.

This flower that wakes up in tears

like a woman who saw her lover

concealed in a dream,

*D.Natsagdorj award poet, Director of Mongolian National Library
Director, Mongolian National Central Library.
**Delerama Ganbat, a Mongolian English poet par excellence
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you should call Ichin.

This flower is rooted in the ground,

so it’s said, but aspires to heaven.

Never grieving about blossoming for just a summer,
she blooms at night, cold and fireless,

and sings to the moon, pale and unsettled.
This flower with an unknown name,

you should call Ichin.

So full of thorns, yet so lavish with fragrance.
she lives for an only summer, so it’s said,

this flower that withers without fading.

1999

THE STONE LEGEND

On beige ruins of history

It stands alone in the darkness of the night
As the human statue, unfortunate
With no arms to hug his lover,
Stares with lively eyes,

A fear strikes ...

The years you've gone through
Were like a nightmare

Yet, you

Love standing like this

From the end of the road

You stare until your eyes are strained
I came to you,

Becoming lost on the sullen steppe.
Your crying with stone tears
Heaven knows.

Your standing on guard

Of whose land, no one knows.

My voice

Calling for you

You sometimes heard it but once.
Didn't believe in the words of love
But didn’t forget the eyes

As the rocks and trees grow old

31



On the path ascending to Heaven
She will come

Raising the dust of the road.

The human statue

Will then revive

He will yearn so much

To speak of his love

As I go to the beige ruins of history
Alone in the darkness of the night
The lonely statue stands

On the wreck of the time

A raven sits on the human
Statue’s shoulder

And pecks the eyes

To whet its beak.
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" A
Mai Van Phan (Vietnam)
GRrAss CUTTING IN A TEMPLE GARDEN

A sharp blade hacks sideways
Close to the grass stubs

Souls still stuck
To the grass
Stretch out their arms

Grass piled high
To be served as cattle food
Or dried

Any souls not allowed to fly

Are held by a circle of hard-heartedness
All pain of slaughtering

Lingers in the strong smell of grass milk.

BirTER POTION
(For Ngoc Triam)

As fever is burning you on its pyre

I become ash too

The bitter potion cannot wait any more
Holding your hand

I pour

My grief into the empty bowl...

Vietnamese poet Mai Vian Phan was born 1955 in Ninh Binh, Red River Delta in
North Vietnam. Currently, he is living and writing poems in Hdi Phong city. He has
won several National and International literary awards.
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O’ daughter! As the mist falls

My hardship arches across the cold night
For frail flowers

To give off scent needs bitter roots.

Sweat becomes callused hands

Spring pours into the medicine bowl
My old age weeps with mute tears
While truth bursts out for no reason.

I wonder what you eat in your dreams

I put the bowl on the window
When you grow up to my age now
At the bottom of the bowl

There may still be a storm.
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Miiesser Yeniay

APPLE

God set borders
between you and me

you can't pass behind that line
just before this line is yours

and he put a binocular made of flesh for your body
and for mine a little cave

he had separated us
with a sharp knife

your seed was left in me
my peel was left in you

now that God dissociated us
why is he trying to unify again
by setting fire of desire

at our feet

MUESSER YENIAY, Ph.D., A poet of a scholar from Turkey. Her poems have been
translated into various languages.
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PERMANENT TALK WITH THE BELOVED

I opened myself to you
like the teeth of
a zip

one by one
I am broken in half

when you touched me
I watched the glory
of the earth

[in your hands
there are little
flying fairies]

you saw that sweet
emptiness in me

my body

like snow melting
blended with your body

(Translated from Turkish by the poet)
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Jami Proctor Xu

w4 XIUHUAXIE // EMBROIDERED SHOES

she watches dead irises dry, holding their purple

stems lose their green, taking on the yellow-white of a
thousand stars,

maybe he’s tasting one now, she wonders, starlight on the
tongue

tip tip, a constellation between

the boy in the goat cave says he likes to dance

red feather girl does, too, silk shoes with cherry blossoms
embroider steps

on wild sky grasses black on the night mesa

what'’s the name of the rainbow bird stitched over gold, he
asks

red feather girl smiles, says, ask the moon next time she’s full
she likes to tell her stories then

round round the words grow a stitched bird names a rainbow
who: the namer or the named, are they the same

close reside close remain close the name close a bird stitched
in time he asks: what’s the name of these shoes

Z# xiuhuaxie, she says, wondering if he catches the tones
flat flat rising, the word steps this way, she says, come

Jami Proctor Xu #3188 is a poet, translator, artist, and mother. She writes in Chinese
and English.
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Azam Abidov

DIFFERENCE

My dear fellow,

Let’s become a taxi driver.

People will tell us true stories

Of their own lives and the country.
Will you tell your mind and heart
To open wider for change?

Ask yourself

if you not have a conflict

With rulers, environment

And your ego.

Let’s come together and closer

To bear a beautiful discrepancy,
To build a life position.
Otherwise,

Let me get rid of fantasy.

Or let me reword:

Do I still need to be imprisoned
To get an award?

Azam Abidov, Poet, Translator, Cultural Adviser, Uzbekistan
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Doc HumMmANITY

Amanita Sen

A flying-stethoed doc, makes quite a sight,

And that when he’s running with his team,
Out from the elevator, to the porch outside,
Their faces look solemnly grim.

What I see next, stay etched in my heart,

I visit the memory often,

When the ‘docy’ headlines scream mistrust,
My ‘med-roughened ‘ past needs be softened.

A hand-pulled cart drives inside the premises,
On it lies an unconscious girl,

If clothes mark the step on the monetary ladder,
She belongs to the lowest, they unfurl!

He picks her up, in his strong arms,
Smeared his sweat resides,

Her malnourished frame, not a threat,
For him to take long strides.

I hope she made it! Haven’t known his name,
The man with Christ-like integrity,

Choosing life’s dignity over social rung,
Have named him “Doc Humanity”!

Amanita Sen from Calcutta, WestBengal is a renowned poet, scriptwriter and a
counselor.
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How Not To MAKE A FiLm
Anish Subramanian

“If you remember Anish, I spoke to you about this. You promised,
in Bombay; you promised that night when we were drinking. We spoke
about this months ago man. What the fuck.”

It wasn't as if I had to pick one of four scripts. In essence,
I had to pick one of four friends to work with. Sure, I'm only
choosing to “work with” one over the rest, but I AM PICKING
one over the rest.

So after going the arbitrary script-reading process (not that
they were bad, but in my head, I was still picking one friend
over the other), I had to pick between Arunesh, without whom
I would have gone back home one month into the course,
Vedansh and Juhi, whose adopted son I am, Sangeetha, the only
person to remember my birthday, and Mayukh, who is one of
two people on campus to have seen me cry.

Of course, none of them know the real truth —I can’t really
edit a film.

NEVER MAKE A FILM BECAUSE YOU OWE SOMEONE
A FAVOR. DO YOUR BLOODY HOMEWORK; YOU OWE
YOURSELF THAT MUCH.

“Yeh *** saala..”

It’s dark. The pre-prod meeting was scheduled for 10:45; it’s
11:30. We're at “shady”. I'm a little drunk. All group members
attend; co-directors Mayukh and Sidd start asking the crew
about how they’d approach their role in the film. “All bullshit”,
I tell myself. He only wants to know if everyone’s read his
stinking script. It’s all to fuel the ego, of course — his script got
picked over so many others; it must be good.

This essay has been written as an assignment of self-assessment for a final year
dissertation film at Symbiosis Institute of Media & Communication
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I stand behind Vaishnavi when Mayukh starts addressing
her. Context — Mayukh’s been crushing on her since his last short
film, on which they worked together. I make goofy faces when he
addresses her; it's juvenile, 5" grade buffoonery, but it still gets to
people. Weirdly funny. Me, Ranga and Prathik are in splits. We're
all fifth graders pretending to be Masters Students. Mayukh
can’t hold it in, and laughs. Vaishnavi starts staring at all of us.

I am the only person Mayukh doesn’t question. We get back
to the hostel; Mayukh smiles, telling me he’ll bar me from all
future meetings. I laugh like the idiot I am.

NEVER TAKE FILMMAKING FRIVOLOUSLY. TREAT
YOUR CO-WORKERS WITH UTMOST RESPECT. THEY
DESERVE THE ENTIRETYOF YOUR MENTAL FACULTIES,
NOTHING LESS.

“Tuh dekh, abhi iski mein leta hoon...”

We are hand-picking juniors for our crew. Mayukh wants to
retain his “Fumes of 1084” crew, including the juniors — hence
the apple-picking of Ranga (DOP), Kadambari (Line Producer),
Prathik (Assistant Director) and Vaishnavi (Producer). Maybe
not Vaishnavi. I'm the new guy. Mayukh grills the juniors for
not reading the script — it’s in its third iteration now. Special
shade is thrown at Khusboo, for whatever reason. Suyash hasn’t
shown up to the meeting. Khusboo is told to do a script analysis.
The senior crew is told to firm up, and start proper prep.

Khushboo chooses to quit the film.
I've yet to read the script.

YOU CANNOT MAKE A FILM UNDERPREPARED, AND
WITHOUT ENOUGH RESOURCES. EVEN SHITTY FILMS
NEED A BUDGET AND A CREW WITH FILMMAKING
EXPERTISE.

“Look...ours is an organic process...it happens this way, not like
that. We are trying to create and collaborate.”

The “Production Collective”, as they had dubbed themselves
on the film’s WhatsApp group, feels that we’re behind schedule.
They urge us to get started on the paperwork. The all-male

41



Above The Line (ATL) crew members dismiss them. Mayukh
being clever Mayukh disguises this using the phrase ‘organic
process’. What shit! You only hear that in the movies.

Mayukh and Ranga eventually realize they need to get
started. To this day I wonder why it took them so long for this
to happen —it’s not as if they don’t know this is important. If it
weren't for faculty deadline pressure, I don’t think we’d do even
50% of the paperwork we did.

My only job was to create and keep intact logs. Even here
my lazy gene shines —I've made combined video and continuity
logs. They're filled with doodles mostly. I've yet to give the
producers a fair copy for the production bible.

To this date, Ranga hasn’t done storyboards. I don’t think he
even remembers anymore.

A FILM CANNOT BE “CREATED” OUT OF YOUR HEAD.
GRIND AND REPS GO INTO IT EVERY DAY. EVERY. SINGLE.
DAY.YOU SLAVE AWAY, HITTING MINOR NOTES THAT
HELP AND SHAVING AWAY THINGS THAT DON'T.

“Do you even know what Smriti Sparsh means?”

I cave in and finally read the script; it's has DRAFT FOUR
written across it now. Things are starting to happen. Mayukh
and Sidd are having proper narrative level discussions with the
crew. Everyone’s (sort of) read the script. There’s a nice flow of
information, exchange of ideas. The producers are starting to
narrow down the cast, source props and look for locations with
Prathik and Ranga.

It feels like we’ll be able to catch up. I discuss with Ranga
how he intends to shoot the film — In 4K, with multiple cameras.
He’s never short for confidence, that Ranga; some might suggest
he’s always overconfident.

I decide to write-up an edit workflow, and submit it to the
Vaishnavi and Mayukh. FCP X, a2 TB HDD for both data dump
and as a scratch disk. A machine with 16 GB ram, 4 GB graphic
card. A 422 Pro-res with a .mov container export.

Dharamkirti Sumant comes over and goes through the script
with us. I never understand what that man says. All I know is
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that he loves Zizek; he was talking about him even during our
scripting session. Perhaps I should have paid attention in the
scripting sessions earlier.

YOU HAVE TO BE A FILM EVERY STEP OF THE WAY,
REGARDLESS OF YOUR ROLE. A CREW MEMBER CANNOT
PICK AND CHOOSE WHEN TO SLACK.

“Aisa type kaam toh FTII mein hota hain...”

Makarand Dambhare entertains a script-analysis session
with us peasants. It doesn’t take him one reading to point out
how the script has no narrative to speak of. He’s kind enough
to lay out a piece-by-piece plot, and help us how to connect the
dots while writing a script. He leaves saying it reminds him of
an FTII diploma film.

I remembering thinking that was a good thing. I really
liked the narrative Makarand laid out. Now I'm really looking
forward for the next draft. Mayukh and Sidd do exceedingly
well, stay up all night and churn one out. Almost none of his
suggestions were in it. I ask Mayukh about it in the hostel. “It’s
not the film we want to make naa”. Fair enough, I tell myself.
Deep down, I wish we’d made that film.

Samar Nakhate is here to address us and the project. I read
the script again and again. I go through the reference material
Mayukh has suggested. I am not better prepared. Not one bit. I
remember nothing from the Nakhate session barring his usual
histrionics.

I do remember a nervous Mayukh calling up Vaibhav
Abnave the night before the Nakhate session, and sending him
the script. He calls back 20 minutes later, suggesting that it is
very obvious in the script that a voiceover is missing.

Five months later, I'm sitting in the edit booth, waiting on
Mayukh and Sidd to write the VO. Priceless.

TAKE ALL ADVICE COMING YOUR WAY. PEOPLE HAVE
FRESH EYES TO LOOK THROUGH. YOU CAN THEN SIT
AND PARSE THROUGH IT LATER, BUT GIVE IT A GO.

“This is not right man. This is not how things are done”
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Mayukh is a very flustered man. Sleepless nights scripting
with Sidd, sharing casting sessions with the producers, location
recces, they all add up. I accompany him for a location scout.
We're less two days away from shoot — we’ve done all actor
rehearsals, “recces”. I'm marking down the beats on my Eight
Draft Final Shooting Script.

Suddenly Mayukh loses it. The evening before the shoot
he confronts Ranga — They hash it out before Mayukh breaks
down. Mayukh thinks Ranga is woefully underprepared. Ranga
thinks he has it all sorted. They reach a temporary truce before
Ranga leaves for his room.

To this day no one else on campus knows about the tiff.

PLEASE BE OPEN WITH YOUR FILM CREW. TRY AND
AVOID MELTDOWNS; RECOVERING FROM ONE IS NOT
EASY.

“Lekin this shoot Anish I'll never forget”

On the shoot, I was supposed to handle script continuity. I
suppose I did everything but that. I ran running equipment. I
cleaned up a location. I ran the clapper. I helped set up lights. I
did food catering. I harassed paan-walas for cigarettes.

The wonders of super-indie filmmaking.

The shoot was an absolute nightmare. 18-hour shifts, 24-
hour shifts, botched scenes, botched continuity, wrecked
cameras, misplaced cameras, in-crew fights, in had it all. Thank
God for the actors, who somehow tolerated our shenanigans,
and Prathik for staying with them throughout the shoot.

So after five arduous days of shoot, we have in the bag
something close to forty-five shots and seventeen scenes.
Excellent.

Oh, the Day 3 callsheet wasn't sent to the actor? Perfect.
Nothing quite like every single member of the crew screwing

up.
ANYTHING THAT CAN GO WRONG WILL GO WRONG.
“Macha, in the iPhone display it looked black only daa”
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I don’t have enough time to line up the rushes on a single
h264 export to show Anupam Sir and Makarand Sir. But of
course I carry over the crew’s form into post-production. I had
spent the days after the shoot pouring through every single
take, looking for goed—feotage salvage material. My head is
playing the theme song of the short-lived Discovery Channel
reality programme “Junkyard Wars”.

I don’t think Makarand Sir liked the rushes. I don’t think
Anupam Sir will ever publicly acknowledge us as his students.
After the screening, Mayukh stopped attending any more. Even
Sidd, the best problem-solver I know, couldn’t think of much to
say.

My eyes are still scarred by Rana’s osmo take. How could he
have not seen Siddhartha in the take? His head is right there!!

DO NOT BE SCARRED BY RUSHES. DO NOT BE PROUD
OF RUSHES. RUSHES ARE RUSHES. THEY'LL LOOK GREAT
AND BLEAK AT THE SAME TIME.

“I'll make a bit padam, you make padam bit by bit”

I tell Mayukh it'll take me two days to sync the rushes, and
till then he should just “chiel”. Besides, it’s not like he could
have done anything. He needed time to recuperate anyway.

I sync the files in a day. The next day I spend just looking
at them. On loop. I immediately make my first edit decision —
at the very least, scenes will have to be shuffled around (with
maybe a scene or two completely gone) for me to try and build a
credible narrative. At least the machine I'm working on is really
nice. 32 gig ram, 4 gig video card; if only FCP X had a more
intuitive UL

Of course the rough cut sucked balls. It made no narrative
or visual sense. Any show-offy, slick editing wouldn’t do for
this film. I tell myself I'll listen to every word Makarand Sir and
Anupam Sir have to say. If there’s any hope of salvaging this
film, it would involve me stripping it down to its barebones,
and filling in the blanks with reshoots/VO.

I slog away, getting rid of every unnecessary cut. The one
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scene that cuts together well and was shot well also needs to be
shortened and split apart. Handles are worked at, holds, action-
reaction. “Neat decoupage, not indulgent montage” I am told.

NO INDULGENCE. KEEP THINGS THAT ONLY SERVE
THE FILM. FORM FOLLOWS FUNCTION.

“So how’s the re-writing going?”

Another cut screening; another failed attempt another
excuse to tinker with the edit. So it begins again.

Only this time, my task is made simpler. I cannot thank
Mayukh, Sidd and Makarand Sir enough. Between our constant
back and forth, we dig out a bare-bones narrative that could
work. We present it to Makarand Sir, he seems to be okay with
it, provided we reshoot and VO. Heck, he even told us the exact
shots that we need.

He also said something I never thought I'd want to hear —
that the edit was as “tacky’ as it needed the film to be. Perfect.

So a quick three-hour shoot (on which I am now responsible
for sync sound thanks to budget constraints), we have most of
our cut locked in. Even Anupam Sir seemed unoffended by it;
for four minutes of it at least. More fine-tuning, more edit work.

ANYTHING AND EVERYTHING CAN BE SALVAGED
AND RE-USED. PLEASE DO NOT LET IT GET TO THAT
STAGE.

“Toh likhna kya hain sir?”

So after all that, I have to work on the edit a little more, look
at the beats of the voice-over and use it appropriately, do heavy
colour correction, think of an appropriate sound treatment, do
titling, do subtitling, do credit roll and more.

I know I won’t be able to do that on time. I'll try my
damnedest. In the meantime, this “assessment” will have to
do. Goes without saying, I don’t know how to write a self-
assessment either.

MAKE IMAGES, TELL STORIES THROUGH MOVING
PICTURES.
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MeeT HM- HE 1s MR. RaMPrRASAD RAJAK

Mousumi Ghosh

Ramprasad Rajak, very few people know
that name. But a significant percentage of the

city say that JK is the best scooter mechanic of |
Asansol. Undoubtedly he should be called an |
automobile engineer in the true sense of the &
term. And there may not be even any other
person as passionate in his work as JK.

How Ramprasad has changed to JK?
It is the sheer determination of ten years old boy, a resident
of JK Nagar in Asansol. JK Nagar or Jemari is in the south-
eastern neighborhood of Asansol in the state of West Bengal in
India.One of the oldest aluminium plants in India, now closed,
iwas situated at JK Nagar. Ramprasad’s father, the late Basanta
Rajak was a washerman there. Their native home is in Nawada
district in the state of Bihar, India. JK studied upto class IV in
a junior basic school in JK Nagar . When he was in class four,
one of his senior friends , came to him riding a moped, a Luna.
Ramprasad , then ten years of age became highly impressed .
The friend was then an employee of a motor repairing garage
in Asansol. And Ramprasad’s friend advised him -- if you want
toride it , you have to work for it.

Ramprasad , against the wishes of his father, abandoned his
school life. The young boy went to nearby Asansol city with
that friend. The friend was a Mohammedan and the garage was

Dr. Mousumi Ghosh, the joint editor of the Platform is a college teacher.
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owned by a Mohammedan gentleman and all the employees
were from that community. Ramprasad was so much eager to
work that he introduced himself there as Mohammad Nasim.
And from the next day, he started to work there. Nasim, as he
was known then at his workplace, fondly called the owner of the
garage , Mama , and still he respects him as his Master- Guru.
The ten year old boy , the child worker, first day started his
work with cleaning a car. He removed his sandal and stepped
on the car to clean it. And he unmindfully left his footwear there
and returned home. And next day he did not find the sandals.
That young boy is now in his mid fifties. He still remembers the
incident. A strong willed person with a zest to face challenges
in life may not require any protection like shoes or sandals it
seems.

The child worker’s mother used to wake up at 4am to
prepare his tiffin ,the roti sabzi, bhujia tied in a handkerchief.
The boy everyday took the bus at 5.45 am from JK Nagar and
reached his workplace near Burnpur More Asansol after an
hour. The fare in 1972, he recalls, was around 5-10 paisa. He
never wanted any extra leave even for a day. Even during the
normal holidays at the garage for two days at a stretch, he
preferred to take a break only for one day. He wanted to learn
and he loved to do his work. He did not earn any wage or salary
for the first two years. He was a trainee then. After two years he
used to get Rs 2 weekly. And Nasim became his master’s apple
of the eye. His master as he recalled was a learned one and used
to speak with his customers in English. JK was the youngest
trainee there. However this Guru selected him as the leader,
and gave him the duty of recording attendance of everybody.
The senior workers also had trust in him. Sometimes may be
the senior workers accepted money due to the owner. JK never
betrayed them before the owner.

After three to four years of his service, Nasim suddenly
became ill. He was not able to go to his work place for five to
six days. His Guru worried, was eager to see his favouite pupil.
He requested Nasim alias Ramprasad’s old time friend to
give him the direction of Nasim’s home at JK Nagar . And
the truth came out. Ramprasad’s friend revealed that nobody
there would be able to say about Mohammad Nasim. Nasim,
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a Bihari Hindu, is actually Ramprasad Rajak. His Guruji’s love
grew more after knowing that fact. And Guru then declared
that henceforth he and everybody in the garage would refer to
Nasim as JK, the boy from JK Nagar. Not only his Guru, but
all the family members of his Guru were fond of the little boy.
His wife cooked delicious food for JK when he stayed there for
work sometimes at night. His Guru died some years ago in a
road accident. JK still adores Guruji’s wife and his daughters.

JK’s family members were also uninformed at first about
this Nasim story. However later, after three years or so, JK
explained them that he thought it was easier for him to get the
job. JK’s family was very poor at that time. JK Nagar factory
had shut down its shutter , the number of residents decreased in
the factory town, as people left the area. Naturally, the family
profession of washerman- who are locally known as Rajak or
Dhopa faced a dark future. His two elder brothers started to do
the job of ironing the clothes at Seventh Battalion Police Force
in Asansol. They used to get free meal there and they brought
home some rotis for the others. One of his elder brothers then
got a job of a cook there with a reasonable salary. And the life of
others went on with the usual ups and downs in life .

JK’s weekly wage went up step by step from Rs 2 per week
to Rs. 150 per week in ten years of time. He was a favouite of all
the customers for his wonderful service and smiling face . One
of them was a teacher of a local college, Dr. Ramesh Chandra
Mukhopadhyaya. Even after twenty five years or so he is
still full of praise of JK. And JK still reminisces how he was
welcomed in the teacher’s home Sir brought for him books and
copies and Sir’s wife, whom he refers to as Kakima knitted a
sweater for him.

JK married at a very early age . He was then a young lad
of eighteen years and his bride was then fourteen. The year
was 1981. After one year of his marriage, JK started his own
business. He opened a two wheel restoration garage , a gumti
,at a prime place near Chitra Cinema hall in Asansol. His Guru
advised him to open a two wheeler repair garage as motor
repairing requires more space. And JK obeyed his master
though he was then an expert technician in all the arenas of
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automobile restoration. However he has still an extra fondness
for his first love scooter. Because it was for the urge to ride
scooter, he learnt the technology. And a malfunctioning two
wheeler is like a patient to him who needs correct diagnosis
and treatment. If it fails to start , he says that a mechanic first
examines whether it has oil, then he should open the plug and
check the current, clean the carburettor and so on. JK became
a workaholic when he started his own business. His Guru also
sent him clients of scooter repairing to him. After a year or so,
he brought his younger brother to help him in his workplace .
JK also employed eight to ten workers in his garage. They were
then given daily tea and weekly allowances according to their
training and work experience. There was huge workload. JK
had to work till 10-11pm. The service charge during 1982 was
Rs 20 and at present it is Rs. 200. JK mentioned that for Scooty
usually driven by the girls, the service charge now is Rs. 220, it
requires more time to open it. In 1981, he shifted his garage to
a nearby premise, as Government demolished the earlier space
for development. And His present garage is just at the opposite
of the first big mall of Asansol, the Galaxy Mall, a prime joint
in the city.

The family life also underwent different changes. He
became a responsible father of two sons and two daughters.
However, all was not smooth . He faced an irremovable shock.
On the first day of the year 2009 jhis eldest daughter died in
a questionable way at her husband’s house . The case is still
going on at the court. JK’s eldest son a graduate , is now in
transporting business. He has recently purchased a ten wheeled
truck. JK gave a grand wedding party recently for him. His
youngest son is a pass out from Industrial Training Institute.
His youngest daughter , a graduate is also married . JK’s late
father built a house earlier at Beliabathan in JK Nagar. His father
actually built three houses there for all the three brothers, the
uncles of JK. Now JK’s uncles stay there. And JK explains that
earlier, people did not have evil thoughts , his father wanted
everybody to live together.

JK and his family is now economically considerably well
off though there was no revelation of it in his lifestyle. When
enquired about the present condition of his business, he humbly
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informed that how could he say that it is bad as this business
is the one which supported him to run his family. His younger
brother is now having his own establishment in JK Nagar. JK did
not encourage his children in his business. He thinks that this
business requires a healthy body all the time. There is no mode
of earning when one becomes sick. Once JK met an accident
and broke his leg. And there was no income for a considerable
period. However, in his garage, three boys are trainee workers
. They are learning out of their own interest. JK pays them
Rs.1300 per month with an additional Rs 10 per day . Every
January he enhances their salary by Rs 250 or so. Different types
of customers come to him. Though, JK wants to repair a part
instead of replacing it with a newer one to save the customer’s
pocket, he rues that many customers insist him to replace
instead of repairing. Those parties are willing to pay four times
more for replacement with a new parts. But they, are not willing
to pay only Rs 50 for repairing. And so JK obeys them with
what they want . He also noticed that some customers bragged
to others that they had spend a considerable sum, for instance
Rs 2500 for replacement, instead of Rs 200 the service charge
for repairing their two wheelers. JK just smiles and states- this
is the way of the world.

He now starts from his home for his workplace around 9
am. He says , earlier his mother used to wake up at dawn to
prepare his tiffin. And in course of time, his wife and now his
daughter in law is doing that service. And they are not so early
risers, he smiles. JK never forgets the hard days of his life even
once . He remembers that Friday was holiday when he used
to work in his Master’s garage. And in home, his elder sister in
law rued then that why Jk did not go to the factory, because
it means the getting of an extra meal . He reminiscences how
he satisfied his hunger in his young days even by eating Kul
fruit from the tree . Kul is an Indian plum like fruit. JK confides
that he also availed then whatever free food he could get from
government schools in the locality . The family used to purchase
Jau for their roti preparation as wheat was more costly, twenty
five annas more in 1975. JK said that the difference of twenty
five annas was very significant then. JK recalls that roti made
of wheat is more tasty than that of Jau . Jau is a staple for horse
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and cattle feed. And JK and his brothers rather became happy
when due to short supply of Jau, they had to purchase wheat .
He says that even a beggar refuses to take one rupee coin now
a day.

And JK prays everyday to his gods- Fist you keep everybody
well, and then you look after me—that is what ] K says to God .

JK like his scooter which he owns , keeps moving and
ventures into new paths in course of his life’s journey. He
purchased a jeep once and used it as a school van in the region.
And in the eighties of the last century he also ventured in
entertainment arena. In 1984, with his brother, he purchased a
Colour TV and VCR for business purpose. He used to borrowed
cassettes from Durgapur, the large city in the region. Eventually
they purchased more VCRs and rented out them to the different
villages in the region for 350-400 rupees per night. However,
eventually they faced competition and to remain ahead of that
video war, in 1989, they constructed a video hall in the JK Nagar
market area. It was 70 ft in length, 24 ft in width, a canopy as
cover, a tin curtain, lens, chairs for customers . Every Friday, the
day of release of new cinema, they brought new cassettes from
Durgapur. They also had to pay regularly to the lawkeepers
for hassle free show. He still remembered the craze during the
release of the film Shahenshah- a film of Superstar Amitabh
Bachchan . The ticket price was Rs 5 and there were three shows
per night. It continued up to mid night , They were unable
to accommodate all the willing spectators for the cinema.
However, the business came to a halt , Lured by the hope of
quick profit the video business flourished enormously in the
area. And the police ultimately stopped all of them. At present
JK has constructed six rooms in that space where his maternal
cousin sister lives. JK asserts clearly that his main business is
that of his garage and all others are secondary ones.

JK and his brothers also built their own houses within the
same boundary wall. He with a tinge of sorrow in his voice
says that previously all the children of the family wore same
dresses , their education were also of similar standard. During
Durga puja festival time, the three wives of the family used to
go together for shopping. They needed at least three days to

52



purchase new dresses for everybody in the household. Now it is
different. People go Dutch.. JK’s hard earned experience about
the way of the world is — one who gives more should be ready
to suffer more. And he philosophically states that nobody will
stay in the world permanently.

JK', who accepts pain and gain with equanimity says that
one cannot predict beforehand the time of arrival or going
away of customers in his garage. It is like life itself. Nobody
can declare perfectly beforehand when one will be born and
when one will die.

And JK through his words established that he learnt the
lessons of life. He loves his work. He remembers his friend’s
word to that ten year old self- if you work, you can ride. And
JK loves to ride along the road named life, be it narrow or wide,
and be it smooth or rough.
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BoODHICHITTA AND BODHICHARYAVATARA

Nandita Bhattacharya

Bodhicharyavatara by Acharya Shantidev deals with the
Bodhisattva way of life. Bodhisattva is he who takes the vow to
inculcate Bodhichitta.

Bodhichitta is the main motif the of Bodhicaryavatara.
A motif is a conspicuous element such as a type of incident,
device, reference, or formula which occurs frequently in works
of literature.'

In Buddhism, Bodhicitta is the wish to attain complete
enlightenment in order to be of benefit to all sentient beings —
beings trapped in cyclic existence or samsara and have not yet
reached Buddhahood. One who has Bodhicitta as the primary
motivation for all of his or her activities is called a Bodhisattva.

They commonly talk of two types of Bodhichittas in Buddhist
philosophy in Bodhiparnidhanchitta and Bodhiprasthanachitta. The
Hinayanas accept Bodhiparnidhanchitta as their summum bonum
whereas the Mahayanas are all for Bodhiprasthanachitta.

Acharya Shantidev in Bodhicharyavatara also put forward
that there are two types of Bodhichitta in Bodhi Pranidhan and

IM.H.Abrahams
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Bodhi Prasthan.? When one takes the oath to become a Buddha,
and ponders over this vow of benevolence he in fact accepts the
Bodhi Pranidhanchitta. And when one not only takes the vow of
benevolence but he acts to the end of attaining the same through
his altruistic service to the people, is called Bodhi Prasthanchitta.
The poet compares the first type of Bodhichitta as one who wants
to go and second type with one who has already gone. Those
who inculcate the first type of course derive the good fruit in
this earth but they do not enjoy the incessant piety like that of
Bodhi Prasthanchitta.

Here in slokas 15-19, chapter-I of Bodhicharyavatara the
readers get an idea of Bodhichitta. The poet does not define what
Bodhichitta is. He speaks of two of its types in Bodhi Pranidanchitta
and Bodhi Prasthanachitta. And being a follower of Mahayana
path he advocates for Bodhi Prasthanchitta. Though he does not
discard Bodhi Pranidhanchitta he is all for Bodhi Prasthanachitta as
it gives incessant piety where as the Bodhi Prasthanachitta though
derives good fruit here in this earth, it is not capable of giving
incessant piety. And the difference between the Hinayana and
Mahayana, the two main schools of Buddhism lies in the fact
that the first school accepts the BodhiPranidanachitta whereas
the other embraces Bodhi Prasthanachitta as their end. And
from these two types of Bodhichitta one can have an idea of what
Bodhichitta is like.

Etymologically, the word Bodhichitta is a combination of
the Sanskrit words bodhi and citta. Bodhi means “awakening”
or “enlightenment”. Citta is derived from the Sanskrit root cit,
and denotes “that which is conscious” — mind or consciousness.
Bodhicitta may be translated as “awakening mind” or “thought
of enlightenment”.?

Bodhicitta may also be defined as the union of compassion
and wisdom. This is a development of the concept of luminous
mind in the Pali Canon. While the compassion and wisdom
aspects of Bodhicitta are actually highly dependent on each
other, in the Mahyana tradition they are often referred to as:

2Shantidever Bodhicharyavatar, Sri Sujitkumar Mukhopadhya
China bhawan, Biswabharati
*https:/len.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bodhicitta
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In Relative Bodhicitta, the sadhaka works for the wellbeing
of all beings as if it were his own.

Absolute or ultimate Bodhicitta, which refers to the
wisdom of shunyata (Sunyat, a Sanskrit term often translated
as «emptiness», though the alternatives «openness» or
«spaciousness» probably convey the idea better to Westerners.
The concept of Sunyat in Buddhist thought does not refer
simply to nothingness, but loosely to freedom from attachments
(particularly attachment to the idea of a static or essential self)
and fixed ideas about the world and how it should be. The classic
text on sunyat is the Prajiaparamita Hrdaya Sitra, a discourse of
the Buddha commonly referred to as the “Heart Stitra.”*

Luminous mind (also, brightly shining mind, brightly shining
citta) is a term used by the Buddha in the Pali Canon. It is
described as the most fundamental aspect of the mind, and is
said to be “brightly shining” whether or not this is realized. It
is given no direct doctrinal interpretation in the Pali discourses;
one way the Mahayana interprets it is as Bodhicitta. The
Astasahasrika Perfection of Wisdom Sutra describes Bodhicitta
thus: “That citta is no citta since it is by nature brightly shining.”
This is in accord with Anguttara Nikaya 1,10 which goes from
a reference to brightly shining citta to saying that even the
slightest development of loving-kindness is of great benefit.
This implies that loving-kindness - and the related state of
compassion - is inherent within the luminous mind as a basis for
its further development The observation that the ground state
of consciousness is of the nature of loving-kindness implies
that empathy is innate to consciousness and exists prior to the
emergence of all active mental processes.

Bodhicitta includes both:
The inculcation of spontaneous compassion for all sentient
beings, and to get rid of the illusion of an existent self.

Some Bodhicitta practices emphasize the absolute (e.g.
vipaSyand) whereas the others emphasize the relative (e.g.
metta). Nevertheless both the aspects are seen in all Mahayana
practices especially in the Tibetan practices of tonglen and
lojong. The relative can degenerate into pity and sentimentality

Dr. Ramesh Mukhopadhyaya, Sefirah Google Group 2015
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without the absolute whereas the absolute without the relative
can lead to nihilism and lack of desire to engage other sentient
beings for their benefit”

Bodhicitta may be viewed as having different levels: one
useful classification is that given by Patrul Rinpoche.® He states
that the lowest level is the way of the King, who primarily seeks
his own benefit but who recognizes that his benefit depends
crucially on that of his kingdom and his subjects. The middle
level is the path of the boatman, who ferries his passengers
across the river and simultaneously, of course, ferries himself as
well. The highest level is that of the shepherd, who makes sure
that all his sheep arrive safely ahead of him and places their
welfare above his own.

Good is always ephemeral and Sin is always fiercely
powerful, according to the poet of Bodhicharyavatara.” And
only way to overwhelm this Sin which is so fierce is to take an
effort to develop the Bodhichitta.

The sages after meditating through kalpas ascertained the
concept of Bodhichitta as ultimate Good.

Those who want to get rid of the endless sorrows of this
earth of this worldly life, those who want to wipe off the pains
and pangs of others in this world, those who want to enjoy the
never ending happiness, must accept Bodhichitta as their means.

In the sloka -10, Shantideva asserts that it is the Bodhichitta
which helps the unclean human body to be metamorphosed
into a precious gem. The gem implies Buddhahood. In other
words when one takes the oath to inculcate Bodhichitta within,
one is able to clean his body. He does not discard body rather he
wants the body to be metamorphosed.

He addresses all the people belonging to different castes and
creeds and asks them to take the oath to inculcate the Bodhichitta
within.

But why do they go for this Bodhichitta? He says it has

*Wikipedia, March, 1, 2017

SPatrul Rinpoche, Words of Perfect Teacher March, 15, 1999

? Shantidever Bodhicharyavatar, Sri Sujitkumar Mukhopadhya China bhawan,
Biswabharati
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already been tested by the Buddhas in many ways. Bodhichitta
is like a valuable gem. And one must inculcate it within.

Here the poet does not raise any question as to the ways of
Sugatas; rather he takes them for granted. His is the argument
that they have developed Bodhichitta so shall we do.

He does not discard body rather he wants to make the body
clean with the help of Bodhichitta.

The poet in sloka 12 says to the readers to have the taste
of Bodhichitta. It transforms one who possesses an unclean
body into a Buddha. He further says that all the good deeds
become futile after giving some good results just as the banana
trees die after giving fruits. But Bodhichitta is like a tree which
never decays, it gives fruit always. It flowers all the time. The
fruits and flowers may symbolize the endless treasure for
which human beings have everlasting longing. And Bodhichitta
perhaps stands for that endless treasure. Unlike the Kalpataru
-—-the wish-fulfillment tree of the Hindu mythology or the
Apple tree---the tree of knowledge in Christianity the tree of
Bodhichitta transforms one to his higher self.

Now it is clear that the poet wants to develop Bodhichitta.
And to develop Bodhichitta is the Purusartha for the Poet of
Bodhicharyavatara. But what is Bodhichitta? The poet so far
describes its essence but it is yet to be defined.

The poet himself puts forward the question why one is not
taking the refuge in Bodhichitta? He says if one takes the refuge
of Bodhichitta one can be redeemed of the sin, even if he commits
serious sin, within a short span of life. Does it mean that it is the
sin, which makes both our body and mind unclean? The poet
has said at the outset Swamono vasaitum kritang moeydang.
He wants to make his body fragrant. To that end, he likes to take
refuge in Bodhichitta.

Bodhichitta is like a brave man under whose shelter
everybody feels secured. It is like the fire of destruction, which
at once destroys all the sins. That is why Maitreyanath said
addressing Sudhanya why should not they take shelter in
Bodhicitta which is all bliss.

58



Quoting Maitreyanath the poet justifies his own stand on
Bodhichitta. The poet has pointed out earlier that Kalpan nalpan
prabiching tayad... (sloka-7) and suparikshit Aprameyo ...
(sloka-11) The sages after meditating through the kalpas declared
that the concept of Bodhichitta is all Good. Again he says that it
has already been tested by the Buddhas in many ways. Hence he
accepts Bodhichitta which helps one to transform his/her own
self.
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ON TRANSLATION
Biplab Majee

Role of Translation in Nation Building

We are in twenty first century. Everything has changed
so fast with the advent of Internet. Internet brings about a
change a sea change in communication system. We become the
inhabitants of a global village now. The world becomes small.
The citizen of different part of the world could access the people
of the other parts of world easily. It enhances the fraternity as
well as integration between the different states.

Countries like India, China where people speak different
languages can communicate each other better and thus the
national integration could be strengthened.

Literature is the mirror of life. One could know other” life
better if one has an exposure of other’s literature. Translation
is the only way through which one can reach others’ literature.
A Bengali can access the Chinese Literature through translation
similarly A French can reach a Japanese and so on. One can
say that Internet adds a dimension to the work of translation.
One can easily collect the literature of the other language from
Internet. Once texts are available one can easily translate the
same. Translation becomes easier and effective with the support
of Internet.

In a multi-lingual and multi-cultural country like India or
China translation plays an important role. It helps the people
of either side in exchanging of ideas, thoughts among people
who belong to different regions, languages and culture. It
is impossible for the people of India to communicate among

Biplab Majee is a leading Poet, Critic, Essayist and Novelist of Bengal today
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themselves without translation. Translation is highly essential in
any multi-lingual country. Regional literatures of the countries
are yet to get international recognition due to lack of good
translation. Even writers of one region can not communicate
with the writers of other regions if no good translators are
there. Translation in fact creates a bridge between the regional
languages.

In another level we are living in a post-modern world. We
need to connect ourselves. There should be cultural, social and
economical access between the countries in Europe, Africa,
Latin America, Australia, Newzealand, China, South East Asia,
Vietnam, Japan, Thiland and so on. Or else we will be alienated
persons or frogs in a well.

Today though in India translation occupies a special niche
yet we need miles to go. We can have the taste of the literature
of the other part of India as well as of other countries in the
world through translation. The writers of other countries in
turn get the glimpse of the the literature of the different states
belonging to India through translation. And thus the fraternity
between the states in India and between countries of the world
could be strengthened.

Thus translation plays a vital role in nation building as well
as building up International understanding. We come to know
about the art, literature and political view of other nations.
Today we consider translation as a weapon of political power;
Translation bridges the cultural and linguistic gap between two
languages, belonging to two different cultures. In the era of
globalization, translation is a power.

We are living in an age of the great brain race when the
Global Universities are reshaping the World. They cannot but
take the support of translation to proceed ahead.

Value of brain-capital is very important for the emerging
nations in the world. Without brain-capital a country cannot
become a power in future. Hence, the importance of translation
in the global academic market place, cannot be underestimated.

Kinds of Translation
Translations could be divided into two types — literary
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and non-literary. In the translation of literature or Poetry the
translator has to take into account both meaning and style of
a text. In non-literary translation the translator emphasises on
meaning only. The translator does not translate word by word
one tries to transport the meaning. Translations can be divided
in many ways. To name some:

1. Word byword translation
Phonological translation
Graphological translation

Grammatical translation

AR

Free translation and so on.

In phonological translation, the phonology of the text of S.L.
is replaced by an synonymous phonology in the text of the TL.
In Graphological translation, the graphology of the text of the
SL is replaced by synonymous graphology in the text of the TL.
In grammatical translation, the grammar of the text of the SL is
reproduced by the synonymous grammar in the text of the TL.

Some translators like to do word by word translation where
as some prefer to transport the sense of the text of the SL into
TL. Some advocate for transportation of meaning of the text of
the SL to the TL. While translating a piece of literature or Poetry,
a number of approaches could be used to study a literary text.
Here the TL text must retain the original text of the SL. The text
of SL is re-contextualized into the text of TL.

One can translate non-literary text i.e. social science,
journalism, law or other disciplines and subjects easily. In non-
literary translations the subjects are definite; a definite question
has a definite answer. The translator focuses on the meanings,
he does not take into account its literary styles . During
translation of the text of political, economic, scientific theories
the transportation of meaning is focussed.

Since language and culture are interlinked. All the literary
text therefore is in isolation from the culture to which it belongs.
Roman Jakobson divides translation into the following types:

1. Intralingual translation.
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2. Interlingual translation.
3. Intersemiotic translation.

Jackobson thinks : all poetic art is technically
untranslatable as complete equivalence is not possible in any of
the above types, so, total translation is a myth.

Broadly translations are of two types--- literary and
non-literary translation, but there can be total and restricted
translation. In a total translation every part of the SL text is
transported to the TL. While transporting the text of the SL the
translator uses the vocabulary of the TL which adds local hue to
the text of the SL. There are vertical and horizontal translations.
Medieval translation is either vertical or horizontal where both
SL and TL have the same value. It shows how translation is
connected to two coexistent but distinct literary system, when a
SL has a special value and we translate SL into native language,
it is called vertical translation. But when both SL and TL have
the same value, it is called horizontal translation.

Andre Lefevere says that there are seven types of translation
in translating poetry:

1. Phonemic translation
Literal translation
Metrical translation
Poetry into prose
Rhymed translation

Blank verse translation

NS e » N

Interpretation.

But Popovic thinks there are four types of translation
equivalence:

1. Linguistic equivalence

2. Paradigmatic equivalence
3. Stylistic equivalence
4

Textual equivalence
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Today translation is used as one of the important tools in the
International meet. Organisers and world leaders take help of
interpreters who translates the text from SL to TL.

Problems of Translation

Now a days translation is both linguistic and cultural
activity and it is concerned with communication of meaning. It
is difficult to find full equivalence of all SL word in other word
in TL. There is uncertaining of knowing the meaning of the SL
text accurately. The indeterminacy of the text is a crucial concept
in contemporary literary criticisms.

During translation at one end stands the text created by the
author and at the other stands the reader who understands the
text according to his experiences in life (cultural background,
readership etc.). So there are two texts — One the author’s and
another the readers, Hence, the reader and the critic is co-author.

Elusive nature of language have made the task of translator
difficult — particularly of jokes, humorous statements, poetry,
drama and fiction, culture, culture — words play an important
role in translation. Specially colloquial expressions, slangs,
proverbs are difficult to translate from SL to TL as two cultures
are different from each other. Words like block, sacred, secular,
communal convey different shades of meaning to different
people. Indian words like Abhiman, Lila, Rasakrida, Dharma,
Rasa, Vokrokti are untranslatable in English. Certain food items
in India like halva, puri, kheer, jalevi can not be translated into
other language cultural words create problems.

The translation of literature creates problem for the
translators. So Robert Frost says, ‘Poetry is that which is lost
in translation’. The problem of language in poetry is not easy
to overcome, yet we translate thousand thousand poems
everyday to enrich TL language readers. It may be a new
poetry but fragrance of SL text we try to keep in TL text, In
a poem sounds, rhythm, words, images, symbols etc are not
only present together, but they act on one another. So, reading
a poetry is itself an act of creating interpret action or creative
transposition. The problems come when we translate a poetry
from a distant past. We reproduce past-text according to our
culture of modern time. On the other hand every reading is a

64



new interpretation.

Great poetry always convey us the mythic reserves of
human experience and it also create myths which is nothing
but meta-language for the social and cultural meanings, A new
meaning in TL text. In any work of art there is always a transition
on between the two sets of meanings. Translator should have
the feeling of the poem, otherwise he/she would not be able to
translate SL into TL. In spite of the all difficult and problems we
translate poems century after century.

Note- Theory of the Translation and Translation
is a Form of Art have been published in other magazine.
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PILGRIMAGE (A REeAL STORY)
TV, Redity

Making a pilgrimage to Amarnath shrine in Kashmir
is always a challenge, but it was my long-cherished wish.
Some twenty-five years ago I got an opportunity to travel to
Pathankot . At Pathankot Railway Station when I was about to
buy ticket to Katra I was told that some trains were cancelled
and we were not permitted to travel to Jammu as there was the
imminent threat from terrorists. I could understand the gravity
of the crisis by seeing large numbers of army personnel in and
around the Railway Station. Having journeyed all the way from
Madras to Delhi and from there to Pathankot I had to go back
without realizing my wish of visiting Vaishno Devi Temple and
Amarnath Cave. Later I could not get any opportunity to go to
that Himalayan State. Now thirteen years after my retirement
I decided to make the pilgrimage with Chennai Yatra Service
group. I had crossed seventy and much against the will of my
people I became a member of the Tourist party and travelled by
train to Delhi and from there to Jammu.

AfterreachingJammuweweretakentoSriRaghunathTemple.
We thought here in the north temperature would be cool, but
to our dismay the sun was very hot. In our place in the south
it is always hot and we have only one season throughout the
year except in Dec. & Jan. when the sun would be kind and
friendly. From Feb. onwards it is a continuous increase of sun’s
heat with its murderous heat in Apr., May and June. Till the end
of Sept., the sun would be furious and in the villages elderly
people say that the sun would not leave us until we horribly

Dr. Reddy is a leading Indian English poet, story teller, essayist and critic. His
history of Indian English Literature is a triumph.
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sweat till Ganesh festival. Sometime in Oct. end or from Nov.
the sun changes his mood, becomes relatively cool and quiet.
But here July in Jammu is no better than that in the south. It was
indeed a memorable visit to Raghunathji Temple; the area of the
Temple complex is very huge and there the idols of almost all
the important Gods are housed in smaller independent temples
within that huge campus.

My friend Swamy said with a sense of astonishment,
‘Srinivas, we are really fortunate to visit this Temple. Itis at once
spacious and beautiful where we can offer our prayers to all
great Gods — Sri Ram, Lord Hanuman, Lord Siva and Goddess
Parvati, Lord Ganesh and others. What a beautifully planned
Temple is this! No doubt it is a centre of attraction to all the
Hindus of the country. That is why the terrorists tried to make
it a target of their attack and they are in fact the enemies of God
or who else would think of attacking such a sacred Temple?’

‘People say where ever there is God there is a devil also;
now it seems to be true, whether we believe it or not. It is a
devil’s act to destroy sacred places such as temples or any other
shrine to whatever faith it may belong. That is the reason why
the entire temple is well guarded by the army personnel.’

That evening we went to Katra and stayed in a hotel. Only
from there we had to reach Sri Vaishno Devi Hill Temple. That
night the organizers prepared good south Indian food and we
forgot the tiresomeness of the journey in the delicious taste of
the traditional food; and we had a good sleep. In the pretext of
coffee we were all awakened from sleep early in the morning.
After a sip, we became fresh after bath and went to the foot of
the hill, the point from where we had to start. Some physically
strong people preferred trekking, while a few others chose to
go by pony and a few elderly people like me, thought of going
by palanquin i.e. the doli. Doli-bearers were mostly exploiting
people and they began demanding higher rates. There was
no controlling agency or authority and as such whatever they
demanded we had to give; but having accepted they were
sincere and here one has to appreciate their sincerity. They left
them near the cave.

They said to me, “Uncle, leave your footwear, cell phone and
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the camera with us; you would not be permitted to take these
things to the holy cave of the Goddess and at the prescribed
counter to deposit these things you have to stand for half an
hour or so.” So I did as they advised.

There was not a big rush; I went in the queue and had
the darshan of the Goddess Vaishno mata in the holy Cave.
Previously I was told the cave is narrow and one has to bow
or bend the body to go inside the cave to have Darshan. But
there is no such problem; it seems the Shrine authorities have
widened the cave, covered it with ceramic tiles and the path
is now spacious and comfortable to stand and walk inside the
cave. In the mean time I became very much restive and my mind
was more in a disturbed state, because I was more worried
about my camera and the cell phone and about the doli person.
But when I reached the place for the doli I found the bearers
waiting for me much to my relief and the doli man returned
all the things I had deposited with him. Return journey was
easy for them and they climbed down in an hour as I was a
light body. That night we stayed there in the hotel itself and the
next morning we left Katra and started to Srinagar. The road to
Srinagar and to the Cave was fully guarded by the army people;
soldiers stood fully armed at regular intervals ready to face any
possible threat from the terrorists and some soldiers stood on
tops of the buildings keeping a strict vigilance.

Road to Srinagar was not good and travel was not so smooth
as we thought; there were hindrances on account of landslides
in one or two points and the army people were doing their best
in repairing them and making the way fit for travel. That is
why we had to halt for a couple of hours at such places and
by the time we reached the outskirts of the city it was 7p.m.
Vehicles were not allowed to go into the city and the bus was
permitted to go after 9 p.m. Our organizers took us to some
hotel near the Dal Lake and by the time we took our food it was
almost midnight. Next morning we had to start at 5 o’clock, but
message reached us that vehicles would not be permitted to go
to Amarnath on account of road repair owing to land-slides due
to heavy rains. So we could not move from the hotel and in a
way it became a blessing for us as we could see places in and
around Srinagar. We had more time to talk to the local people

68



there and come into contact with the natives. In the forenoon
we engaged a cab and visited Sri Sankaracharya Hill Temple
and from there we had the complete view of the City. My friend
Swamy exclaimed, ‘Such an ancient temple centrally located on
this Hill! It is a wonder.”

The cab driver, a Muslim, said ‘this is an ancient Hindu
Temple visited by all the Hindus and tourists. Our forefathers
were all Hindus. Though we are now Muslims we consider
Hindus as our brothers; this Temple is our source of livelihood;
the more the number of pilgrims the more our earnings. Ours
is a poor State; you see there is no development and most of us
have hand-to-mouth existence. Tourism is the main source of
our livelihood. Pilgrims and tourists are our real gods and it is
they who are feeding us.” He left us at our hotel and left with a
friendly gesture.

In the afternoon we visited Moghul Gardens at the foot of
the Hill facing the Lake - a beautiful Garden, a standing symbol
of the Moghul power, pride and glory of the yester years. We
spent more time there till the evening. Some of our friends
enjoyed having their photographs in the traditional Kashmiri
costumes. In the evening most of our friends wished to have a
boat ride in the Dal Lake though I preferred sitting on the bank
and enjoying the beauty of the Lake. We got a boat arranged for
a couple of hours. But at every stage tourists are being exploited
and double the actual fare is often collected. It was relatively
a pleasant boat-ride though for the most part of the ride the
movement of the boat was too slow. The remaining part of the
evening we spent by sitting on the bank of the Lake making a
few small purchases and talking to vendors. One photo-seller
came and sat by my side. Out of curiosity I spoke to him, ‘Thope
you have good sales; you are selling one sheet of Srinagar Map
for Rs.40/-. You must be making fat money.’

He laughed and said, ‘Sir, they never give the price we say.
Even if we quote correct price they quote a lower price — a clear
loss to us. That is why we quote higher price and then come
down a step lower. Otherwise we can’t do business. We get
these photos, tour maps and the rest from the shop owner who
takes deposit from us.’
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‘With this profit are you able to maintain your family? Itis a
daily business. But at this rate I think you may not earn much.’

‘What you say is true. Only in the evenings I do this business.
I am an employee and I do the job of a Work Inspector in a wing
of the Govt. Dept., but I am paid very less. I get less than Rs.
10000/-. I have two school-going children. These days school
education has become too costly. That is why I do this business
in the evenings as a part-time job. Though I earn less, it adds to
my small pay. Most of us are very poor.”

‘Why? The Central Govt. gives huge funds to this State and
you say it is a poor State. I am not able to understand the reality
of the situation.”

‘What you say is true. The State is rich, but we are poor
exceptour leaders and a few of their supporters and sycophants.
You see we are all Indians, but on account of a few, very few
bad elements the entire State gets bad name and we are all
misunderstood.’

‘This morning in the TV news I saw something about the
terrorist hide-outs in the City and it seems here most of the
people think against India.”

‘No! You are all mistaken. Media is responsible for all this
misunderstanding. We are citizens of India and we love to be in
India. A handful of people, who are getting huge funds, speak
of separation and it doesn’t mean that all of us are behind them.
Some of them are misdirecting the helpless youth and under the
lure of money they dance to their tunes. It is the reality here.’

‘I feel really happy to hear what you say. Till now we are
under the impression that majority are against our nation.”

“You can take this Map as a gift from me; please keep it with
you as a token of memory.’

‘Thank you for your courtesy; but I feel happy in buying
it; please take this amount; you have your responsibilities and
financial needs’ saying these words I kept it in his pocket though
he was not willing to take it.

‘Thank you, brother; God has to give us and unless there
is God’s grace we can’t do anything and we can’t progress.’
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He left smiling at me when a group of tourists came near us
looking at the photos and maps in his hand.

I felt as though there was someone who was close to me and
I saw in him the spirit of a true Indian. In a few minutes he could
make a strong friendly impression on my mind. It was dark and
I reached the hotel. The proprietor was a Muslim and he treated
us in a friendly way and his concern for our pleasant stay there
was really to be admired. In front of the reception there were a
few sofas which we occupied and from there we were watching
the TV. There was news about a couple of terrorists who had
sneaked in to the city.

Mr. Subhash, a member of our group sitting in front of the
reception, spoke to the gentleman who happened to be the
proprietor of this big hotel, ‘Why is it there is always some
trouble here and how can the people here give shelter to the
terrorists from the other side of the border? We can’t understand
how the people here turn against our own country.’

The gentleman became emotional, turned to him and spoke,
‘This is the mischief made by the media. You do not know the
truth. You people look into the newspapers and the TV and
think that all the Kashmiri Muslims are anti-India. We love
India as much as you love; in fact we love more, because we
belong to Kashmir we are born here and our ancestors were all
Hindus; India is our mother country. But the pity is our people,
our brothers do not believe us and gradually they are trying to
alienate us. Please tell me which State is free from political unrest
and divisive forces? Are there not so many states infested by
Naxalite menace? There is trouble in a few states from Maoists
and in some states some divisive forces want bifurcation and
trifurcation of the states. But you people are not bothered about
these problems. If one or two terrorists enter our area it catches
the headlines and the TV channels go on showing the same for
days though it becomes as stale as a stinking corpse. It naturally
works on your minds, does it not?’

My friend Sarma now joined, “What you say is also correct;
Media is exaggerating the things; they are trying to poison the
minds of the vast majority. But it is a pity that here the youth
are trying to hoist the enemy flag and even IS flag. Is it not anti-
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national?’

‘The truth is most of the youth are jobless and very poor
and as such they are disappointed and desperate. Leaders are
swallowing all the funds and they pile up thousands of crores,
totally ignoring the state. Unemployment as well as poverty
is driving the youth to fall into the trap of a few anti-national
elements. The Govt. knows them and about the details of the
huge funds pouring to them from across the border through
so many channels. If the Govt. is serious it can plug all the
loopholes, but it is not acting strictly. You see it is all a political
game; both the state and the Centre want this game to continue
for their political survival. This is the truth of our India, we
can’t help it; but our plight is we have become the victims.’
Silence reigned for a few minutes and then the call came from
our organizer to hasten for our food.

After spending three nights at Srinagar at last we started at 5
a.m. to Baltal the supposed base camp at a distance of 100k.mts.
and from there we have to choose our mode of travel to reach
the holy Amarnath Cave. After travelling for an hour covering
15 kilometres. Our vehicles were stranded; there was terrible
traffic jam for a few kilometres. We were told on account of
some road repair vehicles were not permitted to move and
there was nothing that we could do. But fortunately where
our bus had halted there was a small temple with open yard.
There we were served with breakfast and coffee. After a couple
of hours vehicles were permitted to move and thirty minutes
after resuming the journey again there was road block and
we were detained for a couple of hours there. By the time we
reached Neelgrah, the base camp near Baltal it was 6 p.m. Thus
we had to travel this distance of 100 kms. From dawn to dusk,
an experience we could never forget. But at regular intervals
of distance philanthropists and spiritual organizations had
arranged free food camps and counters, locally called langars,
providing all items of food covering both North and South
Indian food with sweets, juice and tea — an excellent service to
the pilgrims, hardly found in other places.

Our camp was adjacent to the helipad. Our entire group of
forty and odd people had to take shelter in three tents covered
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by tarpaulin and erected right on the bank of a small mountain
rivulet. As we lay on the foldable camp cots the music of the
fast flowing waters of the stream was pouring into our ears.
Here at last we could feel the cold climate of the Himalayan
state of Kashmir. It is surrounded on all sides by the range of
the Himalayas and we could see the snow-capped mountains
and glittering glaciers. Except a few huts, sheds and temporary
structures and army camps nothing could be seen. It was a
convenient place for cooking food and other items as fresh water
was available at arm’s length. From the base camp at Baltal it
is a hard trekking for fourteen kilometres through the snowy
mountain terrain to reach the holy cave of Lord Amarnath; from
the helicopter point at Panch Tarani it is six k.ms. to reach the
cave. Some of my friends, relatively young and energetic liked
to trek because climbing gives greater pleasure in enjoying the
beauty of nature and the snow-white grandeur. Accordingly
the next morning some members left the camp to trek the
distance of 14 kilometres of mountain terrain to reach the holy
cave, while most of us preferred to go by helicopter as we had
already reserved air tickets. I travelled by helicopter with five
more persons and in seven or eight minutes we got down at the
helipad at Panchtarani the nearest place to the Cave. It was by
the side of a river at the foot of the Himalayan range.

As soon as we came out from the helipad area, we were
surrounded by a huge crowd of pony-men and doly men .
They stood like two armies ready to fight for a prize possession.
Somehow I managed to extricate myself from the noisy crowd.
I preferred to go in a doly and one licensed doly man showed
his doly which was nothing but a fixed metal chair with knitted
tape to the seat and the back. Meanwhile one pony boy picked
up quarrel with him and began pushing him who lost his
patience and pushed him. This small act was enough to kindle
and fan the flame of quarrel. All the members of the community
of the boy formed as one phalanx and almost declared a war
on the other group who came in support of the doly man. In a
few seconds there was much shouting and pushing; there was
no one to listen to my advice. In the middle of the scene they
lifted the doly which I occupied and started moving. I was in
the grip of fear; in that scuffle the doly might fall at any moment
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and God only had to save me and my feeble old bones. But
soon their seniors entered the scene, pacified the two sides and
made a temporary truce between the locals and others. I heaved
a sigh of relief as the four doly men moved safely carrying the
doly with me.

It was a struggle for existence for the people there. It was
the season of the pilgrimage for the entire year and it covers
a short duration of nearly two months and more often than
not the number of days gets reduced on account of heavy
rains, landslides and threats of terrorists. They have to earn
their livelihood only during the season and with the earnings
they have to live for the entire year. Most of the pony men and
doly bearers were Muslims and they were all honest and hard-
working people. The path is too hard and hazardous; it was
the same path for walkers, ponies and dolis and the path was
narrow, not even four feet wide in some places and even that
path is miry in some parts covered by the litter of ponies and
other animals, is covered by glaciers in some parts, while some
other parts are full of huge stones and boulders. One should be
very careful at every step.

I said to the bearers, ‘Bhai, please go at a slow pace, dheere-
dheere chalna. Path is not good and let us not be in hurry.’

‘Sir, have full confidence in us; from our boyhood we are
used to this work; please be assured of your safety. In the next
stage at the tea tent we would put it down very slowly. There we
will have a cup of tea and then proceed. Please don’t entertain
any fear. Moreover we don't feel the weight at all.”

I'said, ‘Tam too light and I weigh only 53 kgs.”

‘Oh, that is the reason why we feel it so easy today as though
we are carrying the empty doli.”

In the mean time we came near the tea tent and they slowly
put the doli on the rocky ground. I got up from the seat and
stretched my legs. I felt as if my entire body had become cold
when I tried to look down the terrain and it was too deep a
valley. A small slip - broken parts of fallen bodies would be a
few hundreds of feet below! That is the end of the life’s journey!
All of us had tea and I felt happy to pay the amount to the shop
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keeper. We continued the travel and the hilly path was steep
and tricky. Trekkers were walking with the support of a wooden
staff which served as another reliable leg. Pony-men and some
of the doli-bearers were also using those wooden and bamboo
sticks. Then our front bearer was about to slip while walking on
the glacier and the timely attention of the next man brought it
to some balance and now they changed shoulders.

‘Be very careful. We would certainly have fallen; Lord
Amarnath has saved us; please go as slowly as possible’, I said
in almost a shivering tone. I was usually bold, but now all my
courage melted as snow in the sun.

The entire hilly area was well guarded by the army personnel
and even on the glaciers they had pitched their tents and gave
full protection to the pilgrims standing at short distances and
braving the freezing sheets of snow and sweeping cloud-
bursts. Now we could see the Cave from some distance on the
mountain facing us and the huge crowd climbing up and down
the steps there. In a few minutes we were there; they slowly put
the doli on the level ground near the Cave and I got down from
it. Steps leading to the Cave were really big and at that high
altitude climate was bitingly chill.

Seeing my plight one of the doli-bearers came to my side,
held my shoulder and said, “Uncle, please don’t worry. I am
here to help you. I will take you to the Cave and be with you
till we come down to the doli.”

‘What is your name, bhai’, I asked him.

‘Magbool’, he said; ‘every day we come here and we pray
the Lord here along with the pilgrims and He takes care of us’.

‘Oh! You speak such good words. Yes, we are all brothers;
our blood is the same.’

I felt as though Lord Amarnath has sent him to help me in
this hour of crisis. I felt as if my blood pressure has come down
and a wave of chillness has taken possession of me. With his
help I climbed the steps and stood in front of Lord Amarnath,
as the place echoed with the primordial sound OHM.

“Uncle, please see the God; the one at the centre is Siva; it
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has melted to a large extent; the spot to our right represents
Ganesh. See the big block of ice to our left; it represents Goddess
Parvati Devi. Please see leisurely; there is no hurry’, he said.
The purohit gave us a little prasadam i.e. bloated rice with a few
dried grapes and other pieces. I took it as a sacred item and my
friend took it with devotion.

We left the inner part of the cave and came to its outer side.
He then said, “Uncle, give me your water bottle.”

I immediately gave the bottle thinking he was thirsty. He
then filled it with the crystal water falling from above the cave
and gave it to me and said, ‘Uncle, devotees collect it and take
it home as thiirtham i.e. holy water. Please take it to your home
and it remains pure for years.” I thanked him in my heart and he
took me to the free food counter i.e. langar a few metres by the
side of the cave at a lower place.

‘Uncle, you have not taken anything. Please take whatever
you like; there are so many items. I shall eat here.”

‘T don’t feel like eating. I will take a cup of tea,” I said. As a
matter of fact I had not recovered from that jolt; moreover the
climbing of big steps made me gasp for breath and I felt my
heart-beat had become faster.

‘Then please sit here on the chair; I will bring you tea’, he
said. I sat and began sipping the tea he brought me and he was
taking whatever he liked. The tea was excellent and we can’t get
such taste even in star hotels. I regained my spirit; though they
were distributing nutritious and energy-giving food items, I did
not eat anything. In ten minutes he finished and we went to the
place where doli was kept. Others were waiting and we started
returning. Climbing down was easy for them ; while they had
taken two and a half hours to reach the cave, the return trip had
taken an hour and a quarter only. I got down the doli and I gave
the amount.

They said, “You have given a thousand more, sir. We live
on hard work. Though Allah is our God, the God who saves us
from hunger is Lord Amarnath; ham bhuke logom ke pet-bharne
kaa Bhagawan Amarnathji hai.
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“Yes. I have given it with joy. Before your hard work
and sincerity and before the risk that is involved and before
your devotion to God this is nothing. Take it and happily go.
Namaskar to all of you, friends.” They thanked me and d left.

I reflected, “These people are so good and friendly. They are
indeed better than those in our parts. Here poverty is the root
cause of all the problems. Some youngsters in abject poverty
fall an easy prey to evil forces while some misdirected youth
fall into the hands of anti-national elements. Time alone has to
show the right path and solve the problem.’

I reached the base camp by helicopter and soon I was one
with our group. That night also we stayed there; only the next
day our friends who had gone trekking would return. Only after
their return we had to leave the place. We spent the evening
enjoying the emerald beauty of the place. Suddenly clouds had
gathered and there was good rain late at night. My heart felt
very much elated and could feel the waves of inexpressible joy
at the loud music of the gushing stream. When we woke up
the next morning the sky was clear and we happily enjoyed
nature’s boundless beauty till the afternoon; then suddenly
weather changed and the sky turned cloudy. In the evening to
our joy our friends returned, but they were totally tired and as
soon as they had finished their bath all of us got into the bus at
5 p.m. and the bus started at the instruction of the organizer as
the sky was turning dark with clouds. We had to reach Jammu
Railway Station.

As the travel progressed intensity of rain also increased and
thebus had to pierce through blasting showers of rain. That night
we were forced to halt at the ancient Temple of the powerful
Goddess Ksheera Bhavani on account of the downpour of rain.
After midnight one of our friends received a phone call that
Baltal and the helipad area had witnessed a heavy rainfall. We
slept there in the protection of the Divine Mother. Next morning
as soon as we got up, we came to know that it was a cloud burst
at Baltal and Amarnath route, and the tents where we had taken
shelter were washed away in the floods of the river and part of
the road also was washed away; there was some loss of life also.
We were shocked to hear the news. Had we stayed the night in
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the tent, God only would have decided our fate! From Jammu
we reached Delhi by train. From there we had to catch our train
to Chennai. There at the Station we learnt some of the trains
were cancelled on account of the threat from the terrorists. At
Gurdaspur there was an encounter between the terrorists and
the army persons leading to a few deaths. Fortunately our
train was not cancelled and our return was safe and with the
blessings of Lord Amarnath I reached Tirupati my home town.

My friends at the Ashram asked me, ‘Srinivas, how is your
pilgrimage to Amarnath Cave?’

I simply said, ‘A safe return from Amarnath is punarjanma,
almost a rebirth. But the eternal fact is that these holy places
of pilgrimage, immortal spiritual centres glowing forever,
unite India from snows to seas, from Kashmir to Kanyakumari
illuminating the universal truth of our Sanatana Dharma
eclipsing all the cloudbursts and foreign invasions, conquests
and ruthless massacres.’
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SPARE LITTLE, FARE BIG

Biswanath Kundu

We like to reach our goal sure and fast,

Never do we bother for inputs as must.

With a little success we dare forget Him,

This takes us in a world dark and grim.

He expects us do our duty honest and right,

And have our journey on earth happy and bright.

We put excuses, the moment we fail;

Accuse not egos that cause us to tail.

We fail or succeed, all for His wishes;

Greed get punished, rewarded the noble cherishes.

We are guaranteed to enjoy His infinite bliss

Thro” our humble gesture to follow His teach

To spare a little of our dear heaps for mission, the great;
Back it multiplied, we left transformed into most fortunate.

Biwanath Kundu is a reputed Indian English poet and critic. His poems are didactic.
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WHAT’s WRONG WITH ME?

K, V. Dominic

What’s wrong with me?

Can’t take my dinner

unless my dog and cats

start dining their share
Spouse Ann repeats everyday:
they shall be served

after we finish our meals

ButI can’t eat when

their stomachs are empty

Is it fault treating animals

on a par with humans?

English poet, critic, short story writer, editor Kerala, India
Email: prof. kvdominic@gmail.com

Web Site: www.profkvdominic.com

Blog: www.profkvdominic.blogspot.in
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YEARNING

Sankar Brahma

Often a wish peeps in me

To beg happiness with a knock at every door.
Happiness in the form of droplets of ‘Elixir”!

I bear an yearning in me to be all out for love

From the sweet teenagers known or unknown;

In the midst of the main path;

Or energy of the warmth hidden in their breast.
When in the grip of a tartar

Quiet willingly offer him everything valuable including
All my melancholy and almighty love I have with me.
When caught in a rogue

I whisper in his eyes the hidden desire:

And never hesitate to invite a beggar woman enjoying this.
Fragile flesh and body of mine.

My feet do never tremble when I tread carrying

On the shoulder of my old corpse;

Every now and then a desire ignites me

Telling lies covering my face

In the breast of my beloved mother;

And often feel like laughing widely

With the news of death of my own child.

Retired Head Teacher, Poet, Critic, Essayist, Story Writer
81



BounDp For THE VoID

Dr. 9.8. Aanand

The winds looked aghast
and the atmosphere turned silent;
They had now come to know

It had made up her mind.
To tear through the atmosphere
to converse with the stars and discover new worlds;

At night, when the flight up had been planned
and countdown had begun;

Winds were terrified at what would happen

and surrounding atmosphere
whispered into her ears;

KalpanaKalpanaKalpana
You would be lost in the void;
don’t tear our web;

Every missile knows
where it is to strike, and how

The earth relaxes its hold
and the winds shriek
the atmosphere beats its breast

but the vehicle does not stop
to listen, nor argue;
closes its eyes, and dives out.

Dr. J. S. Aanand from Bhatinda, Punjab is an international reputed writer and
director of World Union of Poets.
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For THE CITiZENS OF SPECIAL ETHICAL ZONES

Prasanta Kumar Panda

I asked some smart citizens,

Do you understand religion?

The answer was:

How many freedom points it will earn
For our online shopping or in the malls
To get things cheaper?

I wandered if it would be better to ask Gods and godmen
For an easy explanation.

One god said:

I could say something

But not now,

Global warming is taking away our apples,
Whether forbidden or not.

The other smiled.

And in dismay said:

I am still waiting for millions of my sisters

To bring me a mustard seed I have asked for.

In my own land not many understood

What I spoke almost twenty five hundred years ago.

I approached a group of godmen for an explanation:
They said: Don’t worry,

People will soon understand religion.

We have asked governments to give us land free of cost
In the name of special ethical zones.

Where we will convert economy into ethics,

And obviously the reverse.

There people will earn freedom points buying our products,
To get them redeemed in their death to get salvation.
Forget the means for now,

We will ensure forever the end is religious.

A significant Indian English poet, Prasanta Panda, Professor in English, IIT Banaras
Hindu University. He edits Nuances a journal with difference.
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REFLECTIONS ON THE POEMS OF THE
TurkisH POET MUESSER YENIAY

Written in Bengali by Gautam Mukhopadhyaya translated
into English by Dr.Ramesh Chandra Mukhopadhyaya

Just finished the perusal of Platform December 2016 issue. Left
alone in a secluded room I heard a voice dictating me to write
something. So like many others I also put my palm on my lips
relaxed on an armchair. I wondered what should I write. About
whom shall I write? Finally I scribbled on a torn piece of paper —
Man can never be a poet

He can at best be

A pen in the hand of

A woman

Muesser Yeniay , a Turkish poet. The above lines are the English
translation of the translation in Bengali of the closing lines of
her poem Menstruation

a man can'’t be a poet

a man can be a pen for a poet

Along with many other poets from abroad, Muesser’s poem has
been also published in the December "16 issue of the Platform.
The poems have been published in English. So let us see by
way of becoming the pen of a woman poet how far I could be
creative.

Muesser writes

Gautam Mukhopadhyaya is an avant garde poet and essayist and story teller in
Bengali literature. The Turkish Poet Muesser inspired him to write a personal essay
on translation paradigm. His Bengali is a poet’s Bengali and baffles translation into
English. Be that as it may, Dr. Ramesh Chandra Mukhopadhyaya, the joint editor of
Platform, has dared to translate Gautam only to bring home to the readers an instance
of Indian reception of the Turkish poet Muesser.The text of Gautam Mukhopadhyaya
written in Bengali is published in the next section.
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Silence becomes word

drop by drop

The English of my Bengali version is as follows:
Silence drips

At once there is the sound

The loneliness is shattered

Yes Yeniay, your those two lines like raindrops enter into the
heart and make our loneliness charmed.

Your text

[ am a woman, a poet

in this nothingness

that batters my body

egg that leaves my womb
every month

has a legend

in my body

it has a trace

my womanhood
my Achilles’ toe

my dog that barks every month

a man can’t be a poet
a man can be a pen for a poet

Translation is creative treason. The English of my Bengali
version could read

[ am a woman I am a poet
my emptiness breaks
this beautiful body of mine

Like the episode that takes place

After accounting how
the salary of a month is spent
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my ova empties me
and tears my body

Despite that it is not lost

It could be retrieved

in my body of a woman

the women have learnt today
what the toe of Achilles is

My pet dog roars every month
Men can never be poets
They can at best be the pen of women

2

I saw you

I lost my way in you

That is why your name is mystery

When my heart is a tent

This wordless life is my close kin
Then

When the night becomes deep

In the depth of the night

I float without any anchor

Just as the river floats

From the eyeball of mine

Into your eyes

No I have failed in translating you. I realized the suggestion
that lies in the poem ‘Inside Mystery’. But my langue is not
competent to translate the same. I wanted to write the last

line as

The eternal Gangotri flows from my eyes

By the by, the river Ganges is the lifeline of India and Gangotri
is its source. I felt that if the Inside Mystery could be translated
into the language of the eye, then, it would be something like
what I have written. But does a translator have this much of

liberty?
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3

This day is clinched up

The flower of its morning

Has been clinched up in the evening

The earth of mine is small

It is seated on the hump of a camel

It walks, walks and walks past

The afternoon is ahead

While going the yonder hills

In the neighbourhood of the villages
The hills, past the measureless meadow

One wonders

That someone’s thread passes through

The eye of a needle

Why does it seem like that

While walking the dreams drip from the humps
Just as the Maharajah falls from the trotting horse
Thereafter the dreams are shattered

They fall on the mud

The camel walks on with its hump

But its dreams are alighted

On the mud

Thousand and one nights do know
Thousand and one men do know
This story is pasted on the caravan
On the hump of the camel

The camel walks the camel walks
Thousand and one nights know that

Is there any agreement of the above poem with the Maharajah
of Muesser? Yes, there is as much agreement between the text
of Muesser and the present poem as there is agreement between
the budget passed by the Parliament in india and the eradication

of poverty.
Muesser writes
My dream was an Indian Maharajah
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When she slept and fell down
Saddle

It should be noted that the Maharajah of Muesser is a woman.
But it cannot be translated into Bengali as because since
childhood I have never heard that a Maharajah could be a
woman. Dear reader I am quite a novice in the realm of writing.
So childishness, if any, could be excused.
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