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EDITORIAL

When you don’t need to write an editorial and yet you
have to write an editorial it is a ritual. And we don’t
debunk rituals. The present issue of the Platform is
loud with voices. Not only from Bengal itself but also
from different parts of India and from different parts
of the world. We are proud to present them before our
enlightened readers.

With deepest regards

The Editors
Dr. Ramesh Chandra Mukhopadhyaya
Dr. Mousumi Ghosh
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Delgermaa Ganbat

AT THE GATE OF AGE OF 24

Sought Freedom, Couldn’t find.

Caught in control, Couldn’t get apart.
Ran from parents, Couldn’t escape.
Searched for vacant land, Couldn’t reach.
Wished peace, nowhere. Couldn’t rest.
Induced in fright, Couldn’t survive.
Judged my ideology, Wasn't right.
Waited for death, Wasn’t taken.

Lead debauchery, Didn’t cum.

Lost sanity intoxicating, Didnt like.
Drank spirits for a while, Gone bankrupt.
Smoked as I wish, Got addicted.

Worked so much, Got bored.

Lied there lazily, Got fed up.

Meditated hungrily, Didn’t enlighten.
Opposed all, Wasn’t conscious

What else can I do, Considered.
Whatever I’ve done for survival, Satiated.
You won'’t tell me what I should do now.
I'm going from this hell, bothering life.

SHELL

Being born as a human
Ain’t what I chose myself.
I'm just a pearl in a shell.

DELGERMAA Ganbat was born in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. She’s a literary
translator and a poet. Serves as the Officer in charge of Foreign Relations at the Union
of Mongolian Writers since 2013.
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Behaving a good person

Is what people selbst wanted.
I'm not a book in a shelf.

It's not a way of life.

It’s not the way I want.

I wanted to feel happiness
Then all I did was sinful.

I'm not a bead in a rosary.

They say I gotta believe

The only way is to enlighten,
But I'm just a mortal on earth
After sufferings and all this pain
There opens the door to heaven
But no one stands this torture
And the gates to hell open
Desire for paradise

Makes you fall into abyss

* %k K

Teardrops love me...

They live inside me and then

Come out for their love to me

Trying to stay hanging from my lashes

Then tiredly flow down to get absorbed into my
cheek

But regrefully drops down so crying

They reach the clouds believing death never
separates love

Then comes back striving to me

I'm bound to their eternal love, endless passion
And drink them for their home inside me

And then they come out again for their love to
me...

* % X

The life — The intermediate Bardo
From the womb...

The horrifying life

As sun burns and the earth circles

10



Feed own life with others’ lives
And survive through fright
But eaten alive

And demise slowly

From sinciput...

Into the womb

* %k K

When the mind darkens,
Sufferings suppress,
Sadness falls in love
And Regret dominates,
The days of pale light
Go through me,

Leaving their shadow
And the mind darkens.

My DAYS

Getting up in the mornings

I greet the colorful bright world
When the afternoon comes

I despise its unmasked true face

And sink in the sad world of thoughts
When the evening approaches

I get fed up with this dreadful world
And wish to dissolve into the realm of death.
Getting frustrated and panted,

I gulp burning water

Swallow bitter smokes

And got apart unconsciously

To the world of intoxication

When I fall asleep

I'm obsessed with the world of dream,
Magical, mysterious and intuitive,
Getting rid of the sinful universe.
Waking up in the fresh air of morning
My feeling relieved and relaxed

Life seems like a happiness I found
And gain energy and wish to stay here
But as the day comes...

11



MY NIGHTS

Beloved man

Being possessed gladly
Penetrating deep inside
Squeezing the pillow
Taking deep inhale
Making silent scream
Moving slowly
Pushing steeply
Breathe speeding /Mortality forgotten?
Forgetting mortality
Kissing passionately
Shaking bed

Screaming aloud
Cuming inside
Clasping tight

Feeling crazy
Embracing love

Or holding sole pillow,
Thinking consciously,
Sinking in a dream world,
Meeting the devil,
Falling into abyss,
Flying with wings,
Feeling intrinsic,
Waking up at dawn,
Combing hair,
Smoking a cigarette,
Grasping my pen,
Falling asleep calming,
Getting up hardly,
Going to work...

VERY BOREDOM

You, don't cry for me.
No need to come back for me.
No need to beg me for returning.

12



No need to feel hurt ‘cause of me.

We were good together once, now enough.

I know you well, not interested anymore.

I'm a person like the others, no need to love an other
I'm a person like you, you do love yourself.

I’M FILLED WITH PIECES

Portion of Spirit
Section of Body
Chunk of Virtue
Lump of Sin
Flake of Bliss
Bulge of Sorrow
Bit of Worship
Piece of Loneliness
Bloat of Protest
Filth of Desire
Little Fright
Load of Bravery
Smoke of Hatred
Saddened Love
Reveal of Fight
Depraved Wish
Petite Innocence
Part of Fuck

Rise of Fun
Realm of Anger
Smell of Fool
Storm of Aware
Entirely

Skin wrapped around

Deap Roske

That rose was red and fragrant.

Then dried and faded.

It’s still in the vase. No need to throw away.
It’s not a must to forget you.

13



Dominique de Miscault

You can will yourself an artist
No more than you can will yourself a lunatic

FROM FIGURATION TO ABSTRACTION
BREAKING AWAY AND LOOKING FORWARD

When shapes and colours are vehicles which pervade the
field of sensitivity to such a point that they become a refuge and
motivation for an entire life, we may presume that we are facing
a real artist, whatever the value or “level” of his work. The
artist is committed, his state of being eludes logic or conceptual
analysis. His work directly addresses the senses; when this is no
longer the case, we deal with a different endeavour, a fact that
has been disregarded for the past 40 years. Rejected by western
societies, the artist’s freedom 1is, nevertheless, coveted or
maligned, a situation which leads to a preposterous statement:
“everybody is an artist, albeit unconsciously”! A hoax leading
straight to mercantilism.

What about those dreamy children who travel through
other worlds like shamans, their landmarks blurred by their
emotions? Why should intellectual concepts, often the bearers
of deadly systems, be of more value than the wakeful senses
which often solve problems in a jiffy? Shouldn't the creative
artist also have a duty toward the public and recover his place
as a passer-on? In a dividing historical context, the widening
gap sets apart the child of man. May he be conscious of it. As

Dominique de Miscault is a French abstract artist, painter, sculptor and film maker
of high watermark. Her deep thought fulness and meditative mind is manifest in
every trifle that she dwells on. Her Seven Dayes of Creation on the Ceramic Road
Hanoi is a triumph of abstract art. She is an author of significant book as well.
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for me, the words of those closest to me having lost all meaning,
we need to communicate through another language, through
what is invisible to the eye. Ever since I was a child, long before
what is called the age of reason, I met with aridity and solitude.
I have balanced between flight into the void or grappling with
reality. After this amazing choice, at such an early age, school
and all the rest seemed really dull.

Till now, I have always felt the need to marvel, to discover
something different, unexpected; to have another outlook,
against the ever changing background of the human face and
of the human figure. The need for an Ideal, a receptacle for
desires and emotions beyond words, aiming at the discovery of
the world. The human figure which is imprisoned by languages
and restricting systems. This is where the artist takes his
place, opening up to emotion, first provider of meaning. Then,
gradually as years go by, the concept is enriched and cleaned
of its dross. Looking at the world is a remarkable initiation to
the mastery of reality by simply copying it with the help of
the various plastic means: drawing, painting, photography or
video, which are superb tools creating the necessary distance
between the acting subject and the object of his senses: the
world.

As early as1903/, Vassili Kandinsky (1866-1944) paints “The
Blue Rider” (oil on canvas) which heralds the upheavals of the
20th century. The rider, an emblem of Central Europe, gallops
over the green hills of Russia.

15



Between 1911 and 1914 Kandinsky’s work took another
turn. He wrote (and published in 1910) The Spiritual in Art.
The internal revolution which forced itself on him due to the
upheavals of society had upset his values. He needed another
ten years of ripening for the rider (now turned green and on
paper this time) to impose itself, from an internal necessity, to
a Kandinsky who seems to fear going out of his depth. Colour
is there for itself; the shades, the lines operate on their own,
cold or warm in the light, encircled by the hill, the sea or what
is between.

At the same time, The Dutchman Piet Mondrian (1872-1944)
paints the trees and the waters of his native land. Little by little,
he simplifies his blue apple tree or the grey waters of the sea and
the canals, but without ostentation, let alone as a conceptual
exercise of style, (in the manner of Les Demoiselles d” Avignon*)
of the typepracticed by the very young men, Picasso and Braque.

(image: Mondrian, Blue tree)

= - - -

Mondrian, arbre bleu 1909
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Mondrian 1915

i |
Mondrian 1921

STEP BY STEP TOWARD FURTHER ABSTRACTION

Hieroglyphs and ideograms of all description may express
concepts, often abstract; nevertheless they widely differ from
artistic productions, though they may be included in them or be
their vector: think of Hans Hartung.'

Hans hartung

Still, in the artistic adventure, passing from the concrete
world to abstraction is a breaking away, a significant, radical

17




choice. The beginning of awareness, or initiation, easily takes
place through drawing or photography or many other media
such as sculpture, dance, the stage or the costume, architecture,
design, anything that compels the eye to make use of some
concrete matter.

The great progress, not to say the breakthroughs of the 20th
century, to which the Bauhaus (1901-1919-1925) or the group
of the Bateau Lavoir (1892-1904-1914) largely contributed, have
been demeaned since 1945 by outrageous merchandising and
also by the disruption or reality due to the tragedy of genocidal
wars. A historical, radical destabilization! Nevertheless, for the
past ten years, a new path has been blazed, though warped by
a recreational bias. A superb mockery, often puzzling due to the
void that it suggests.

The subtle ephemeral has pervaded the field of perception
after the abysmal collapse of a meaningfulness to which
traditional societies were subservient for centuries, without
being able to erect new models. Objects have exploded into
shapelessness, colours are no longer tinges but interplays,
ruled by force or constraint. One colour will elicit another
one, not necessarily complementary or in harmony with it.
The brushstroke? What does it convey? A dazzling myriad of
specks of meaning. In Autant de mondes, one of my series since
2011, they seek one another like so many meeting points of all
descriptions, in all their most obscure facets.

The name of the 1903 Blue Rider was given by Kandinsky to
the association he founded in Munich in 1911, with the support
of Franz Marc and August Macke, to usher in abstract art. The
passagetoabstractionisareal chore:littleby little, stoke by stroke,
a harmonious chaos creates an exchange between the masses;
movements mutually assert themselves. Total disruption,
madness of the senses preside over the reconstruction of a new
world: but what world? Wols,V Klee, Johannes Itten, or also
Constantin Brancusi* took a share in this reconstruction and
gave it its authenticity. These artists no longer subscribe to a
tradition which must be renewed constantly in order to endure.
The spot, like a hole or a neuron, is alive and thriving and the
canvass is pierced through and through.

18



e ] s

Wols Genade bleue. 1946.
Huile sur toile. 46 x 33

de Yahve

Eventually, after 1950, Rothko" gets rid of subject and object
on which he had lengthily worked before. Free from the object,
colour expresses itself and evokes his quest for Yahve.

The approach of a time not yet present, a time of the
singing gesture, a time of the rainbow light.

As for me, I came to awareness much too early; I went my
way, but in a hushed manner: I had to fulfil my duties towards
my children and my psychotic mother, but I constantly kept

19



on my toes, even if I wanted time and energy. Today, with an
initiation achieved long ago: the Bible, the Gilgamesh saga, the
Mahabharata, the emotions derived from my encounter with
the artists above mentioned, my eye has been cleansed from the
real but marvels all the same and, confronted with the collapse
of values, perceives other landscapes when the light and shades
of the sun vie to conquer the space of the canvas in an infinite,
never-ending movement. But one still has to be convincing, to
take a share in a destructive, obscurantist market which brings
to naught every in-depth research and drags to the surface the
most simplistic movements, whether hyper realistic or abstruse.

In spite of all, the work of the great Matisse led into many
directions and Soulages is a manifest offspring.

Soulages 2009

On the other hand, Pierre Bonnard (1867-1947), the sensitive,
strays and pursues other ends. The people close to him just
enter the visible field, take a few steps or only tilt their heads
into the canvas, giving free rein to colour and light. Just like
these bathers, so many shapes dotting the dusky sea.

20
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huile/toile-48-69

(Les tableaux: oil on canvas; Bathers at dusk)

Baigneurs au crepuscule 1945-

Dom de Miscault 29 fevrier 2016

i. In 1903 the POSDR, founded in 1898, is split into two
21



factions, Bolshevik and Menshevik. The Bolshevik party will
later become the communist party of the USSR

ii. 1907. Oil on canvas (243.9x233.7cm) by Pablo Picasso
(1881-1973), born in Spain, he spent the greater part of his life
in France.

iii. Born in Leipzig in 1904, he died in Antibes in 1989. He
is one of the greatest representatives of Abstract Art and the
father of Tachism (Action painting)

iv. His real name is Alfred Otto Wolfgang Schultze, a German
visual artist (1913-1951). Born in Berlin, he left Germany in 1933
and died in Paris. His life was a series of heart-rending breaks
which he tried to alleviate in alcohol. He was interned in the
Tuilerie des Milles in 1939 and released in 1940.

v, Johannes Itten (1888-1967) was a Swiss painter and
teacher. He taught at the Bauhaus. In 1938 he emigrated to
Amsterdam, then returned to Zurich where he managed the
Kunstgewerbeshule (school of applied arts) which he left in
1954 in order to devote himself entirely to his painting and the
writing of theoretical treatises, the best known of which being
The art of colour published in 1967.

vi. Constantin Brancusi (1876-1957) was born in Rumania
and died in Paris. He was among the most influential sculptors
of the early 20th century, carrying abstraction to a point never
before reached by the modern tradition. He paved the way
for surrealism in sculpture and for the minimalist trend of the
1960s.

vii. Mark Rothko (1903-1970), American painter, born
Marcus Rothkowitz in Dvinks (now Daugavpils)

Translated from French by Michele SULIVAN

22



Miiesser Yeniay

CRraiova

In front of a rose garden
in Craiova

I am watching the world
like a red rose

I see whoever remains inside me
when I 'look at the beauty of roses

-that I feed with the soil of my heart-

INvISIBLE KNIFE

My heart is lying,
like a smashed animal
in my body

I am the harvest of sorrow
I am the vintage of blood

invisible knife of life
like a chef
cutting me into pieces

Still
I am inside
with my eyes

MUESSER YENIAY Her poems have been translated into various languages.
Miiesser is the editor of the literature magazine Siirden (of Poetry). She is currently
pursuing a Phd in Turkish literature at Bilkent University, Ankara, and is also a
member of PEN and the Writers Syndicate of Turkey.
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walking outside
with my mind
walking outside

with the people towards me
that I created by the pieces of myself

I AM BECOMING NIGHT
Soothsayer of Desert

I heard the voice
of existence

(I had a dream which is hidden in
a grain of sand)

my soul
was immigrating

to a shadow of a palm tree

the voice that I wrote on crooked bones of camels,
on stems of date palms

rose on air in oasis
Oh God! said Mohammed:

he told and I wrote

24



A Dropr or WATER

Words and Music: NgoTuLap

1. Whether Russia’s invasion
Or Crimea’s wish,

And Obama and Hollande
Are the same as Putin

What they say, I don't care
Cos I don't believe

I think it'd be better if
Russia joined Crimea

Better, if Europe and America both joined Crimea
And much better, if they were followed by China
It would be best if all the nations joined Crimea
And this planet will be a peaceful Crimea.

No, I'm not a mad man
I hope truly

That this planet will be
A place called Crimea.

2. But tell me please, why Crimea?
Why not Iran

Or Samoa, or Pakistan

Or Abu Ghraib?

Yes, tell me please, why Crimea?
Why not Togo

Or Belize, or Morocco

Or Guantanamo?

It's good if Europe and America join Guantanamo
And it’s better if so do Russia and China

The best, I think, all the nations join Guantanamo
And this planet will be a Guantanamo.

No, I'm not a mad man

Ngé6 Tw Lap, Ph.D. (Born Hanoi, 4 June 1962) is a Vietnamese writer, poet, essayist,
translator and song writer. He is a scholar par excellence. He edits a reputed journal
Vietnam National University Journal of Science.. He is a name in modern Vietnamese
poetry.

25



I hope truly
That this planet will be
A Guantanamo

3. But tell me why Guantanamo,
Why not Congo

Not Huanghe, or Nyando

And why not Mekong?

And tell me why a river,
Why not a pond

A green lotus, a pine cone
Or a roadside stone

It's good if Europe and America join the stone
And it’s better if so do Russia and China
The best, I think, all the nations join the stone
And this planet will be a roadside stone.

No, I'm not a mad man
I hope truly

That this planet will be
A roadside stone

4. And why not a rain drop,

A drop from the sky

And the people, and you and I,
We all join the drop,

With the worms, and the flies
And the chicken fleas,

We all species will be

Water citizens.

It’s good if Europe and America join the drop
And it’s better if so do Russia and China

The best, I think, all the nations join the drop
And this planet will be a water drop.

No, I'm not a mad man

I hope truly

That we all someday will be
Water citizens

No, I'm not a mad man

I hope truly

That we all someday will be
Water citizens

26
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Pham Van @iﬁﬁ (Binh Tam)

WoMAN’s FATE
Binh Tam (Pham Van Binh’ pen-name)

Women, chiefly beautiful ones

Are like flowers blooming in the morning and withering in the
evening :

Beautiful women as the same as famous generals

Never promise to let human beings see their white hair *

Since thousands of years ago, the woman’s miserable fate has
hurt many generations of poets” heart

I am not a poet, but today I also have to shed tears for them

I shed tears for many women due to the lust of the men on the
power top

Were forced to enter the royal courts to serve “God’s sons”.
Since the ancient time up to now, millions of beautiful ladies
have been tormented or forgotten until their withered death in
harems.

From innocent girls, they were gradually changed into succubi.
Their human nature was deformed, their personality was
depraved in a war to win a single male’s love.

Lady Da Ji, Lady Bao Zi, Lady Yang Yu Huan famous as the
women of calamity were actually miserable creatures.

If they were not forced in aloveless marriage, they wouldn'thave
become monstrous women cursed by the whole community.

I shed tears due to the despisal of the low-born young girls’
body and dignity.

Some of them had to sell themselves for some bullion of silver

A prolific writer of Vietnam. He is also a Vietnamese English poet. His poemes have
niche in Vietnamese Literature.
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to bury their death parents

They show gratitude to their parents with their prostitute or
maidservants’ bitter and shameful life.

Some of them had to become concubines just for escaping from
their miserable poverty

So that their husbands in their excitement offered them to their
friends as articles.

I shed tears due to the absolute dispossession of their freedom
including their most personal corners.
They were not considered as human beings except the so-called
men’ sex toys
Many wives were considered as lascivious and driven out of
their home by their husbands just for one time they couldn’t
control their excitement when making love with their husbands.
Even a royal concubine was given a death by her royal husband
just for the “crime” of kissing him on the sly due to her deep
love to him (!)
I also shed tears for the princesses who were born in the lap of
luxury.
For their royal courts’ interests, they had to resign themselves to
their fate by becoming daughters-in-law in foreign lands
Living in loneliness as deportees !
My dropping tears bear even my heart’s blood,
When I know that previously many young girls were bought
to be buried alive as wealth keeping ghosts for the rich people.
Many concubines were buried together with their dead
husbands to “serve” them in the land of nihility.
Many virgins were thrown into rivers or disemboweled for
their hearts as gifts to spirits due to uncivilized customs.
Also due to uncivilized customs, many virgins have now had
to ask men to deflower them so that they can get permission for
their marriage
And many women have to “entertain” their husbands’ male
guests whenever they visit their families.
How bitter and disgraceful the woman’s life is !

Ll
Thousands of years has flown away together with white clouds...
Even I can’t remember for how many times the blue sea has
been changed into mulberry fields
But the woman’s fate hasn’t been out of ups and downs yet !
From America, Africa to Europe, Asia...
The red-lamp quarters — the syphilis ulceration traces on this

28



Earth -

seem to spread out without any sign indicating their halt.
Where many bitter female lives are being imprisoned...

The European girls sitting naked in the show-cases as dolls for
whoremongers to select

The Indian girls having to sell their bodies when they are still
minors

The Thai young ladies carried on motorbikes by their husbands
to the “practice” spots as others going to their offices,

The Vietnamese virgins throwing out their chests and turning
around in the limelight

In the foreign men’s thorough look in the “wife selections” with
the hope of becoming daughters-in-law in the strange lands
Just to escape from poverty (!)

The life scenes causing me to shed tears :

- Is life like this ? — No, it is just an ill-treatment !

- Is it the human beings’ land ? — No, it is just the Hell !

I shed tears also due to millions of women’s tiresome life

The women in Mrs Tu Xuong’s condition running about
“waterfalls and riverbanks”to keep up the flame in their stoves
in the face of unceasing price storms...

I shed tears also because many girls had to eat humble pie for
making love with powerful men to earn an occupation.

The sexual harassment at the office is still a problem in many
places...

The fact of many five or six-year little girls raped by adults
And rich people “buying virginhood” of minors to be delivered
from misfortune whenever their business is unprofitable make
me continue shedding tears...

Many times when my tears were dried out, I had to rely on the
song:

Oh, the long-haired, I feel a great pity for you ! **

You are like a bird getting tired at sunset

I am singing for you now

A sad song with my burnt voice...

To share with the women

the misery laid heavily on their shoulders

- the misery making my heart

Ache

Every night...

* Ancient poetic lines
** The words of the song “Oh, the long-haired, I feel a great pity for you !”
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FroMm Our HoME W
Mai Vin Phdn

Translated from Vietnamese by Lé Dinh Nhat-Lang
Edited by Susan Blanshard

You gather things according to their seasons
a bunch of grapefruit flowers for autumn
plums for spring

We are the pulse of air, deep abyss, breasts of soil
we choose warm places to set our furniture
uncluttered places to put our tables and chairs

We drop our worries at the dinner table
with chopsticks we pick vegetables from the field afar
the fish bites on the bait inside our clay pot

We love the footprints near the rice stubble
deep wells, streams and rivers, ponds and puddles

Don't sit in the room too long
go out into the field, out to the river bank
where leaves grow green and fish wriggle

Bite on fresh pineapple or sweet orange
and let juice drop on brown soil.

Vietnamese poet Mai Vin Phin was born 1955 in Ninh Binh, Red River Delta in
North Vietnam. Currently, he is living and writing poems in Hai Phong city. He has
won several national literary awards of Vietnam. He has published 22 poetry books,
11 of which were several times reprinted or reprinted with adjustments in English,
French, Spanish, Thai, Turkey, Albanian, Hin-di & Bengali (India)
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THE Rock INSIDE STREAM BED

Translated from Vietnamese by Trdn Nghi Hoang
Edited by Frederick Turner

Be quiet for water flowing
Swift, deep, unending, icy cold over the rock.

Is there the Spring?
Festoon climbing the trail
Voice of birds resounding down gurgling

Shadows of trees tremble on the rock, shade or sun--
How can the colors of wildflowers could unscathed forever?
The stone closes its eyes in calm to let the water sweep across it.

Langurs with ashen thighs’

Cause the tree-shadows again to bob and rise;
Gentle drizzling rain disordered flies
Creeping into the deepest crevices.

Clouds stop where the clouds...
The fragrant odor of ripe guava creeps through the forest
A porcupine ruffles up its quills, goes still.

Above all in this moment
Let’s stay put at the spot where you are at

*A kind of gibbon (vgoc cha vd chin xdm or “vooc Java (?) chdn xim’) Sci-
entific name: Pygathrix cinerea.
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Gjeké Marinaj

THE HoRSES

All our lives we keep running,
We look only ahead.

What happens behind us, we fear to know.
We have no names.

We are all called horses:

We don’t weep,

We don't laugh,

We fall silent.

We listen,

We eat what we are handed,
We go where we are herded,
None of us is sharp-witted enough.
For the horse of a king,

They created a lofty post.

For the horse of a princess,
They sewed a golden saddle.
For the horse of a peasant,
They wove a saddle of straw.
As for the wild horse,

They kept it outdoors all its life.
Before the people,

We were and remain horses.

[Kuajt, from the volume Mosméiklarg, Tirana 1995, p. 59]

Poet Gjeké Marinaj is an Albanian—American poet, writer, translator, literary critic,
and founder of the Protonism Theory.

Born: May 26, 1965 (age 50), Malési e Madhe District, Albania

Literary movement: Postmodern literature

Books: Ana Tjeter E Pasqyres: Intervista
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Haku
Prof. Dr. K, V. Dominic

PART NINETEEN

Write, my son,

write.

The political mafia
exploits masses;
dictates, strangles

and make them slaves;
imprisons, kills

those questions

their authority.

It’s really shocking
your governments
plunder your people,
fill the exchequers
with trillions

to kill your own men
beyond the borders.
Political mafia
supports corporates,
ignores common folk,
sells land and resources
to inhumane companies.

Prof. Dr. K. V. Dominic

(English poet, critic, short story writer, editor)

Secretary, Guild of Indian English Writers, Editors and Critics (GIEWEC)
Email: prof kvdominic@gmail.com
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PART TWENTY
Intellectual mafia
assumes omniscient;
exploits innocent people;
detracts them
from their Creator;
makes them pessimists;
imposes their
obsolete philosophies.

No difference at all
between religious

and intellectual mafias;
twin sides

of the same coin.

Part Twenty One

Enough, my son,
enough;

nothing more

to tell your species.
If they heed

they will be saved;
other beings

will be saved;
plants will be saved
and the universe

as such will be saved.
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For A REASONABLE DEPARTURE
Prasanta Panda

I wish not to spill the dirt on our relation
By saying what most say to please or hurt,
And I will not allow you to leave me

Like those lovely moments in lonely places
Which fly by like unknown cut-kites
Without saying anything at all

about their destination.

I shall keep you in a pool of memory,
Like a fish you will swim
To delight my self indulgent moments of luxury.

Let me see that you remain visible yet illusive
Or else my body may betray my soul

And my emotions may kill both of us

In an unpleasant impersonal anecdote

Called rational behaviour.

A significant Indian English poet, Prasanta Panda, Professor in English, IIT Banaras
Hindu University. He edits in Nuances a journal with difference.
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A DReEaM
Prof. T. V. Reddy

Now I feel

all my days were a dream

a patch of pale hues it seems

Like yellow leaves they fly away
feeble pieces of horrid hay

now the present does seem a dream
in a cold colourless faceless dream -
a shadow of a distant vision;

I stand on the foamy beach -
roaring waves within the reach -
holding in my idle hand

a few shells with shining sand;
While dreams recede like waves
grains of sand escape like knaves.
When these hands fail to clasp

how can I this creation grasp?

All this life is a distant dream

that fades like a vanishing cream.

Prof. T. V. Reddy has received innumerable national and international awards for
his poetry. He is the President of Guild of Indian English Writers, Editors & Critics
(GIEWEC).
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ENiGMA
Prof. T. V. Reddy

Hair has turned white as cotton

passing through all the milestones of years
nearing the last one still devoid of cheers;
all the gloried aims are blown and beaten
with mocking beads of blasted bubbles
and pricking thorns of ceaseless troubles;
with all our drilled and grilled actions

we fail to see the light even in fractions;
Right is wrong and wrong is right

for the rich with power and might;

All our acts seem mere trivial things
patches of airy puff in fading rings;

All the acts and facts we feel central,

these gloried days and deeds we feel eternal
are indeed baubles and bubbles ephemeral.
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A BOND EXTRAORDINARY
Mondira MuRherjee

He chanced upon her at the breaker’s trail
Lying half dead on the white sands of rio isle
Oil clamped her wings to waste on her small body
Her heart, which none will address, a feeble entity.
He gathered her in his arms, old and worn with years
The shabby cottage receiving the new guest was all concerns

Slowly she gained strength, her wings grew new feathers
Her joy of life filled the cottage with lilt and cheers
She found her a new home and a new love away three
thousand miles
Abond extraordinary tied the visitor from the land of
penguins
Tied the old and lonely man to the jolly little bird
Who with honks and conks danced and jumped

At the sight of her love, the little body embraces
The tired and lonely old man’s worn out bones
Then one day she goes swimming across to her long lost home
Everybody says she’ll forget her old man and never come
The Good Spirit has written a different tale which is beyond us
When the little bird pushed waves three thousand miles

To be with the man for several months every year
Seems she knows her little heart beats for her savior.

Mandira Mukherjee is a teacher & a poet of high water mark.
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A KIRTAN FESTIVAL AND A GGLIMPSE
OF A BENGAL VILLAGE
Dr. Mousumi Ghosh

We visited Sribara village of West Medinipur in West Bengal
recently to attend a kirtan programme. Kirtan is a unique form of
chanting the name of the Almighty through hymns, song dance
acting narration and storytelling. The chanting is performed
by a group, the Kirtan party with special musical instruments
like pakhawaj,harmonium, kartal or hand cymbals. In Bengal,
the narration and the hyper texts include religious, social and
mythological subjects. The stories the Kirtaneer , the narrator
tells are of the great devotee Sri Chaitanya Mahabrabhu , his
beloved God Lord Sri Krishna and his supreme beloved Sri
Radha. Radha Krishna is the culmination of the feminine as
well as the masculine aspects of God.

Minati , a native young woman of the village and a teacher
by profession invited us to attend the programme. We reached
there on the Saturday 26th March. We took a Kolaghat bound
train from Howrah. It took ninety minutes to reach Kolaghat.
From Kolaghat, a trekker to the Jashar More of Sribara.
Kolaghat, a town on the banks of Rupnarayan River in the east
Medinipur district of West Bengal is best known for two reasons.
Kolaghat Thermal Power Station, the largest power sector in the
state is situated here. And to the fish loving Bengali people, it is
famous for Hilsa fish. It is also renowned for the flower market.
From Jashar stop , we crossed a bamboo pole over a narrow
river and reached the village. The chants - ‘Jai Radha Gobinda
Bolo” (Say the name of Radha and Gobindo, Gobindo the other
name of Krishna) reached our ears from a distance. It indicated
the direction where to go, though Minati came to greet us. The
village roads were well maintained with solar street lights.

The venue was Rajbanshipara Burokalitala Sribara village. It
was in front of the village temple. The venue was a courtyard in
front of a well decorated platform where the idols of the deities
Radha Krishna along with their ardent devotees the Godmen
Gour-Netai. The Rajbanshi community here organise the
festival every year during full moon time of Doljatra the festival

39



of colours and Ganga Puja occasion. The people here were
fishermen. They worship River Ganga, the holy river mother
who sits upon Crocodile and protects them from all evils.

A group of kirtaneers were on the atchala, an open stage
chanting the name of the divine couple Radha Krishna. The
band consisted of singers and musical instrument players.
All of them seemed proficient in both singing and playing the
instruments. There was a lead singer. The chanting should
not be stopped for a moment. The call-and-response chanting
should be continued for a specifc period. Here it was scheduled
for four days. And we had stay in Minati’s home for two days .
The house was just beside the kirtan venue .

Minati’s eldest step brother is a fisherman. Earlier he used
to go to the deep sea to catch fish .And the family prayed
and remained tense during any storm and depression. Now
he does not go to the sea. Minati also struggled a lot. For a
long period .when she was unmarried, she cycled everyday for
more than twenty kilometres up down to her workplace . She
is a very bold lady. After she became financially established,
she contributed wholeheartedly for the upliftment of the elder
brother’s family and of her mother. She is now married with
two children. She made it a point that she would support her
mother and brother’s family even after her marriage and she is
still doing that humbly.

The whole family , her mother brother sister in law greeted
us . And naturally, the lunch seemed heavenly to us. Minati
humbly told us that the rice was from her own paddy field. She
had kept it especially for us. The curd was also homemade. Her
mother in law has a cow and it was from the milk of that cow
that the curds were prepared. The children jovially came after
an enjoyable bath at the nearby pond. The whole environment
was a serene one.

Evening. We had an awesome experience of Palakirtan a
special genre of kirtan. A group of performers along with the
main performer, a lady presented kirtan in front of an audience
of some hundreds .It was a melodious concoction of song,
dance and storytelling , going on continuously for more than
three hours . Along with her were two other women singers
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who also sang both solo and chorus, and there were male
harmonium, kartal and Pakhawaj players and two drummers
who were also very good dancers. All of them had tilaka on
their forehead. Tilaka is a mark with sandalwood paste and
some other ingredients.

The lady started her narration with Gourchandrika. She
narrated the birth of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. He was also
known as Gour for his fair complexion. A Bengali spiritual
teacher, he advocated the Vaishnava school of Bhakti movement
and popularised the Hara Krishna Hare Rama chanting.

I'had no prior experience of anything like this in my life. The
lady was in her thirties . She was in a gorgeous saree with a scarf
over it. She had a tilaka on her forehead. And she transformed
that scarf to her various props during her different role playing.
When she narrated the story of the baby Gouranga, she arranged
that scarf in such a way that it seemed a baby on her lap. The
two drummers also turned to her prop as and when required.
They became her wings when she was in flying action. From
one text to its hypertext, from one era to another era effortlessly
she stretched her narratives before a spell bound audience. And
the stories came with some morals. One was very clear, .What
we reap is actually what we had sown earlier. And nobody even
the gods and kings get respite from their ill doings. They had
to repay each and every wrong doings of the past lives in their
after lives.

The programme was free for all. It seemed like a perfectly
organised programme where there were no miscommunications,
no indiscipline. And all the activities were so spontaneous. A
large percentage of the auditorium were the womenfolk both
young and old and children . The men and women and the
children participated in the songs with claps and chanting. The
women folk were mostly in their national attire saree and the
young ones in salwar kameez.

I observed a lady around seventy years of age dancing
and literally jumping with the song at the end, as if the whole
environment was sprayed with some energy-sprays by some
invisible hands. Around 2 am in the night the children of six-
seven years were playing, laughing chanting, dancing and
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trying to play the kartals. Some of them were in their fancy
dresses with tilakas and in bright bridal like attires.

It seemed that the whole village was enjoying a party- a
party with difference. And they were enjoying a fountain of
cocktail , a cocktail which cannot be served in a glass. It was an
elixir prepared with love.

Next day, I found all the women of the locality very busy
from the morning. They were busy cutting loads of various
vegetables together at a nearby open ground . Beside that place
was a makeshift common kitchen where there were a number
of huge ovens and firewood ,big utensils and the cooks all male
were very serious with their full concentration on the giant size
frying pans and spatulas, on their vegetable curry preparations
and tomato chutney preparation. In the evening nearly five
to six thousand people from the neighbouring villages would
come to hear the chanting of Sri Hari and they would have
their dinner here at night. And the local people would have
their lunch also . The womenfolk came with their own cutting
instruments, they talked , worked and enjoyed a common adda
or chatting session.

We had our lunch, a very simple and tasty vegetarian menu
sitting on the ground in the field beside a pond. The food was
served by the village folk themselves. The Kirtaneers were
staying in the houses of the villagers.

The evening marked a ceaseless flow of people. Some of
them were in their festive attire. They bowed their heads in
front of the temple deities,many of them voluntarily donated
some coins there , had their dinner with rice, dal, vegetarian
curry, chutney, sweet dish at the ground behind the Kirtan
venue and enjoyed the special Kirtan session- the Palakirtan .
Two groups performed that night, first the lady with her troupe
who performed the day before and another troupe whose
lead Kirtaneer was a male person . He narrated Krishnalila
sometimes in Brajabuli language. Brajabuli is an artificial
language earmarked for Kirtan. These groups came from
different districts of West Bengal. And the male singer informed
us that in the Twenty Four Parganas both North and South,
Kirtan is an everyday affair.
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Me thinks that these Kirtans are great forms of mass
communication and audio visual mode of teaching of social
and cultural education. They seamlessly teach the art of living
to thousands of people at the same time.

And we returned to our metropolis next day with an
assurance that Bengal lives in her villages. Any village is the
preserver of wealth. And the wealth is her rich diverse culture
which shapes the way of life of her people.

We belong to the Underground Literature Movement in
the realm of Bengali language. It seeks to retrieve the wealth
of literature from below the surface . Surface literature means
the literature which is widely known among the elite .The short
and simple poetic expressions of the poor and the unknown and
unsung are ignored in the surface literature. One of the leaders
of this movement lives in the neighbourhood. He is Tapas
Baidya. We visited his house. It is the shelter for a joint family.
The members of the family are very warm and affectionate. We
visited an ashram as it were.
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A SoNG oF RAMPRASAD SEN
Dr. Sabita Chakrabarti

Sakalitomaariichhaalchhaamoyi Tara tumi
Tomaar karma tumikaromaa, loke bale koriaami.
Pankebaddhakarokari, pangureolanghaogiri
Kaaredaaomaabrahmapada, kaarekaroadhogaami.
Aamijantratumijantri, aamighartumigharani
Aamirathtumirathijhemanchalaaotemanichali.

Oh Tara ! Everything exists and happens through your will and
wishes,
You are desire personified
Oh Mother! You do your own work. But they say it is me who
has done it.
You make the elephant prisoner stuck up in mud
You make a lame to cross the mountain.
I am the machine you are the operator
I am the house you are the mistress of the house
I am the chariot you are the charioteer
I move as you drive me.
(Translated into English by Dr. Ramesh Chandra Mukhopadhyaya)

The poem opens with:-

Sakolitomariiccha, ichhamoyi Tara tumi, The poet addresses
the Goddess Tara and describes Her Icchamoyi or One who is
ruled by her will. The poet says that everything whatever in the
world of ours takes place only at the will of the Goddess Tara
who is will personified. Ramprasad says,

O Mother! You do your own work. They say it is me who
has done it.

Whatever the poet seems to do is done by the Goddess
herself. He is no more than a means in the hands of the
Goddess. They say that this or that is accomplished by the poet
himself. The truth about the poet could be read in every worldly
phenomenon. If there is a tsunami that has taken place only at
the will of the goddess, if there is any earthquake the goddess

Dr. Sabita Chakrabarti is a college teacher and a prolific writer.
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must have willed it and surely any mighty achievement in
human history be it the conquest of the moon has been possible
only through the wishes of the goddess. Because it is She who
could make the elephant a prisoner stuck up in mud. It is She
who could make a lame person climb the mountain. It is She
who has made Helen Keller who is deaf and dumb one of
the greatest thinkers and activists of the world today. It is at
her will that the mightiest of the mighty could be bullied and
baulked. The all-mighty Tara could make the mighty elephant
as a prisoner struck up in mud. There is a queer world, care
arbitress becomes Sonia Gandhi and the boy whom his father
left during childhood becomes Obama, the President of
America. Indeed, even the king of gods Indra becomes what he
is only at the will of the goddess. The thing is best illustrated
in DurgaSaptasati. It dwells on how king Surath became the
ruler of a vast period called Manantaras only at the will of the
Holi Will or the Goddess. And no wander though who are
morally degraded or those who loose in the battle of life are
not responsible for their fate. The poet says that he is simply an
instrument at the hands of the Goddess. The Goddess operates
the instruments at Her will. The poet is himself a built up space
or a house. The Goddess is the mistress of the house. One may
live with Her or one becomes morally degraded only at the will
of the Holy will or the Goddess Tara. Ramprasad is just like a
chariot and the Mother is the charioteer. As a house is decorated
and ruled according to the will of the mistress of a house, as a
chariot cannot move on its own but is driven along the road as
the charioteer wishes. Ramprasad is just an instrument at the
hands of the Goddess. He is being operated by the wishes of the
Mother. More precisely, Ramprasad says that everything in the
existence is happening according to the wishes of the Mother.

The poem thus gives us a philosophy of life. Everything
takes place according to the will of the Goddess. And surely
the pattern whatever could be found out in her workings on the
surface happens as random, as a consequence of the random
freaks of the Goddess or how should the mighty elephant
be ditched and how could a lame man cross the mountain?
Apparently, the goddess does not make any value judgment.
And those who are sinners have only sinned at the will of the
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Goddess. Thus individual responsibility for any thought or
action had been flung into the four wings of God. What the
Goddess like we do not know. She is the mysteriumtremendum
at whose feet we prostrate.

The paradox of existence is that ignorance stands in the
way of understanding the reality. Holy mother is all in all in
the existence. She is the auditorium and the actor but the
auditorium and the actor are not aware of the truth. Actors
and the spectators are obsessed by their egos that blind them
from seeing the truth. Hence, they laugh and cry, joy in victory
and grieve over defeats. Men like to think that they have done
this or that. In the age of science and technology man likes
to believe that he is the architect of his own destiny. They are
tempted to think that it is possible to alter always the destiny
through an individual effort. On the contrary, in the above
poem Ramprasad is completely surrendering himself to the
Goddess Tara. He is no more than means in the hands of the
Icchhamoyi or he is just fulfilling the desires of Her. Everything
is taking place according to the random choice of the Mother
Tara. Thoughts conveyed in the poem might appear to someone
nonsensical. Man has nothing to do in constructing his life and
destiny. The behaviour of the ultimate Reality is whimsical.
Of course the truth expressed in the poem is not in consistency
with the sentiments of the most people of the present age. But
would it be appropriate to draw such a conclusion that the truth
expressed in the poem is nonsensical? Or we should look at the
poem from a different perspective?

I like to examine the poem of RamprasadSen through the
close-reading method. Close-Reading is a way of analysis of a
text without taking into account any extra-textual context. Only
the context as revealed by the text is taken into consideration.
If the question is raised: where is the text? Does it consist in the
lines written by RamprasadSen? The answer is: The text does
not exist in the printed matter out there. It is actually in the
reader’s mind. In reading the text I shall read the poem as it is
reflected to me, From this standpoint I shall look into the poem
whether and how it reflects anything new?

Wehave seen that the poem calls forth fatalisticinterpretation
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of life. Fatalism says that all acts and events are inevitably
predetermined. Fatalism is a theory which upholds a kind of
defeatism and inertia opposing the role of human effort. One
may raise a question at this point: If fatalism is true how could
we have a free will? The concept of fatalism and the concept
of free will are contradictory to each other. Fatalism says that
everything is predetermined whereas free will allows roles of
choice in making the future. In the present age men are highly
influenced by the myth of free will. If free will does not exist all
efforts of us in achieving a goal is meaningless. Therefore the
fatalistic attitude to the world is surely harmful to the human
development and should not be accepted. In the age of science
when man is making progress through the application of
scientific technology is it not ridiculous to say that everything
is predetermined?

Let us examine whether fatalism invites defeatism and
inertia? There may be three alternative interpretations of
fatalism. It is used to imply three alternative possibilities (i)
free will does not exist (ii) actions are free but moves towards
an irresistible end (iii) Acceptance is appropriate rather than
resistance against inevitability. Among the three alternatives (i)
& (iii) imply inertia and defeatism but the (ii) alternative does
not imply defeatism and inertia but asks one to understand
the inevitability of the existence. If there is a Tsunami or an
earthquake have we any option before us except to accept the
inevitability? And if it is possible to stop the destruction of forest
through the application of free will would it not be possible to
minimise the probability of Tsunami or natural calamities?

Indian texts offer an interpretation of fatalism in consistent
with the role of free will i.e. we may receive a support for (ii)
alternative. In the SrimadBagavad Gita we find that Shree
Krishna is encouraging Arjuna to fight against Kauravas
throwing away affections and inertia, he says,

KlaivyammaasmagamhaPaarthanaitattayupapadhyte.
Kshudramhridayadaurvalyyamtyaktottisthaparantaphoh (The Gita 2-3)

Oh Arjun! Get Ready to fight. Throw away all affections,
silly thoughts & sentiments to win the battle.
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This sloka clearly admits that we may have a free will.
Again in the 11th chapter of the same text Shree Krishna
himself again says that everything is predetermined. All heroes
are irresistably entering into your fiery mouth as river with its
full of energy rushes towards the ocean, insects enter rashly and
hastily towards fire. (The Gita 11- 28-29).

In his own words,

Yathanadinaambahaabambuvegaasamudramebavimuk
haadravanti |

Tathataabaminaralokabirabisantibaktraanyavibijwalanti |1 11-
2811

Yathapradiptamjwalanampatangaabisantinaasaayasa
mridhavegha |

Tathaibanaasaayabisantilokaantabaapibaktraanisamridhh avegaa
[111-2911

Does it appear contradictory the utterance of Shree Krishna
in the entire context of the Gita? Do we derive the conclusion
that Shree Krishna is upholding fatalism?

Prima facie, the utterances may appear to someone
contradictory but a little reflection may disclose the reverse.
The question may be: How could the contradiction in Krishna'’s
speech be resolved? It seems to me that Shree Krishna upholds
a kind of fatalism retaining the room for free will. What he
wants to say is that the entire existence is tied up with an
irresistible Power. Everything is happening in the universe
according to His will. Here the role of free will is not denied
but the focus is directed to the fact of an irresistible end and
we have to understand this inevitability. In a similar fashion all
the achievements of science may be understood in consistency
with the fatalistic interpretation. Fatalism does not necessarily
deny the possibility of free will nor does it imply defeatism.
This type of fatalism does not promote inertia but provokes
one to comprehend the life and existence at the fundamental
level. It provokes one to make free himself from all illusions.
It provokes one to acquire a kind of attitude towards material
gain and prosperity that prohibit in seeing the mystery of the
existence. In the Bhagavad Gita Sri Krishna says,
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Be thou, no more than ameans—Nimityamatram Bhava Sabyasachi.

He further says that existence is boarded on a machine
by Maya. Maya or the primordial Shakti is the moving force
that propels the existence. With Ramprasad the Holy Mother
is the primordial Shakti. He understood the inevitability of the
existence. If primordial Shakti is the force that moves the world
is it not wise to surrender oneself to her instead of exerting one’s
ego. So he is completely surrendering to the Goddess Tara by
saying that whatever She is asking for he is simply doing that.
He is no more than a means in the hands of the Mother.

There is a tendency in the present generation to think that
the experiences which cannot be justified empirically or cannot
be made intelligible through reason are better described to be
irrational. But there are certain people who hold that there is
a deeper or more fundamental state of existence underlying
observable phenomena which are to be attained through
direct experience. Acquaintance with the underlying reality
is a kind of experience but not accessible through ordinary
sense perception. Someone calls this reality as Nature, some
call it Divine Consciousness while another one describes it as
God. Definitely certain practices are needed to have such an
experience. Mystics are concerned here with having the effective
set of practices in order to come in contact with the underlying
reality or enlightened or Divine Consciousness or to be able
to be united with God. They think that the experience of the
existing world is superficial and concentrate on the inner realms
to equip themselves eligible for getting the mystical experience.
Ultimately the mystic reaches the transcendental level and gets
a kind of transcendental and supernatural experience. The
experience is mystical to an individual in the sense that it is
knowable to him alone and inexpressible in the conventional
language. It is surprising to note that mystical teachings cannot
be received merely through written texts these are passed down
directly through transmission from the teacher to a student.
A mystic knows in direct experience the underlying reality
whatever it is. To quote Schopenhaur it may be said

.. .The mystics starts from his inner positive, individual
experience, in which he finds himself as the eternal and only
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being , and so’(http://en.wikipedia.org./wiki/Mysticism).

Above observation suggests that the mystic experience is
purely subjective to that person. It seems to me that that the
poem is the result of a personal realization. A philosophical
understanding of the world is also manifested in it. In other
words, the poet Ramprasad has in a sense a philosophical
vision about the existing world and he has a mystic experience
of the ultimate reality which is reflected in the poem.
Consequently, the poem is not just a product of intellectual
exercise rather it has been the product of a direct experience.
When Ramprasad exclaims that he is the chariot and the Holy
Mother is the charioteer does it not mean that we are mere
puppets in the hands of the goddess Tara. What Ramprasad has
communicated different schools of philosophy also have tried
to grasp that ultimate Reality through the intellect. The thirst
for comprehending the ultimate reality is seen to be manifested
in the Kenopanisad where the disciple is asking the question to
his teacher-

At whose will do I utter words?

At whose will we will our sense organs like eyes and ears
operate?

In reply the guru or teacher says that it is the mind of the
mind, the life of the life has caused such events. Nobody can
move a single grass without Her will though the guru or the
teacher confesses that he is unable to say more than this by
uttering words i.e. the Reality cannot be known theoretically.
The intellect is not enough to comprehend the mystery of the
existence. Thus the poem may be thought to be an expression
of a mystic experience and a philosophical observation of the
world and life.
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PoeEMm
Biswanath Kundu

The bliss of Nature-Man bond

The smiling moon stares at me

I am taken to generative glee

The benevolent Sun radiates bright
Darkness gone, only pleasant light
The cool breeze permeates air
Soothing surrounding drawn near
The little birds offer sweet songs
For flying to a fairy land my mind longs
The branches of trees swing fine
Happiness bound in silver twine
The vast quantity of water mass
Life guaranteed as a noble pass
Man and Nature are linked just
Honoured, happy milieu a must.

Biswanath Kundu works with the Indian Railway, He is a poet per excellence.
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THE SciENTIFIC WORLD OF PROFESSOR

TRILOKESHWAR SHANKU: A CRITICAL EXPOSTION
Modhurai Gangopadhyay

Any attempt to enumerate the various aspects of Science
Fiction resist a unified or all encompassing definition. In this
context, it would not be beside the point to recollect what David
Seed had had to say of its ‘hybrid” nature: “It is more helpful
to think of it as a mode or field where different genres and
subgenres intersect” (Seed 2011: 1). The chief component in the
making of Science Fiction is, of course, science, or rather, the
merits and demerits of science. Most of science fiction is based
on the universal concept that science can at once be a boon as
well as a curse, depending on what use it is put to. Often, science
fiction is interspersed with fantasised adventures, geographical
or astronomical discoveries, battle with aliens, and even
romance. Science fiction has been an important and integral
part of Western literature and Mary Shelley ‘s “Frankenstein”
and HG Wells” “The Time Machine” and “The Invisible Man”
will be remembered as undisputed jewels of English literature
and the result was that with the incredible development of
science and technology in the twentieth century, Science Fiction
refused to confine itself within literary genres, but inspired
highly inventive blockbuster Hollywood movies.

It is impossible to chart here the complex trajectory that
science fiction followed in the twentieth century, but structuralist
approaches can be helpful to demarcate some basic elements
of the genre. Adam Roberts outlines the following elements
which are almost indispensable for different sub-genres of
Science Fiction: spaceships, interplanetary or interstellar travel,
mechanical robots, genetic engineering, biological robots, time
travel, alternative history, futuristic utopias and dystopias
(Roberts, 2006: 12).An amalgamation of all these fictional units
is found in the marvellous Science Fiction stories (written in
diary form) that involve the Indian genius Professor Shonku,
an immortal creation of Satyajit Ray.

Modhurai Gangopadhyay is presently working as a faculty member of B.C. College
Asansol. She is specialises in Gender Studies.
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In the year 1965, the first Shonku story “Byomjatrir Diary”
(“The Diary of an Astronaut”) appeared in the Bengali Children’s
magazine “Sandesh” ,which Sukumar Ray established and
SatyajitRay rejuvenated. Shonku is the acronym for Professor
Trilokeshwar Shonku, an absent-minded scientist with a bald-
head and white-beard. Shonku (meaning ‘cone’) is a man of
high scientific ingenuity who has a number of inventions to his
credit. In his early youth, he used to divide his time between
Calcutta (Kolkata) where he had been a professor of Physics at
Scottish Church College and Giridih which is his parental home
and where he has his own indigenously developed laboratory.
During Shonku’s time, Giridih was part of Hazaribagh District
in Bihar. In November 2000 and well after Shonku’s time, it
became a part of the Indian state of Jharkhand since Nov, 2000

Shanku holds an excellent academic record of qualifying
“Matriculation at the age of twelve, ISC at fourteen and BSc with
double Honours in Physics and Chemistry at sixteen” (Ray 1996:
607). Since his early youth he undertook astonishing adventures
in such diverse areas as Africa, Egypt, China, Hitler’s Germany,
the Himalayas, and even Mars. He works alone, mostly —
almost exclusively — in his personal laboratory in his residence.
However, a few of his inventions were in laboratories in foreign
locales, in collaboration with other scientists, especially his
bosom friend and partner in many of his adventures, Professor
John Summerville. The charm of the stories lies as much in the
plots as in the characters involved.

Although Ray admitted that the character of Professor
Shanku was modelled, to some extent, on Professor Challenger
of Sri Arthur Conan Doyle’s “The Lost World”,

Shonku is far from a simple Bengali version of the English
scientist. Roy has Indianised and Bengalised his scientist who
is a typical Bengali man in most of his habits. His twenty-four
year old cat and his constant companion is Newton, probably
Roy’s salutation to the great English scientist . However,
Shonku is not just an inventor but a zealous explorer as well
and his discoveries are packed with surprising events taking
place during his journeys to different corners of the World. In
“Ek Shringo Abhijan’ (Unicorn Adventure), Shonku carries out

53



a travel to the perilous regions of Tibet to discover the unicorn.
The journey ends in a utopian place full of heavenly bliss which
he believes to be Kailash, the abode of Lord Shiva of the Hindu
Mythology. Shonku visits Mars in his own spaceship much
before twenty-first century humans do. Shonku is a fantastic
innovator; he has to his credit the invention of a number of
machines, arms, medicines, a robot and a spacecraft. His gun
‘Annihillin’ is frequently used in many stories which annihilates
living creatures without leaving a trace of it. Shonku invented
this astonishing weapon out of his dislike for bloodshed. But
he also uses the gun in ‘Shonkur Shanir Dasha’ (“The Saturn’s
Omen on Shonku”) to annihilate his android duplicate. ‘Snuff
gun’ is another weapon that he uses to trick his opponents. If
properly shot beneath one’s nose, it causes constant sneezing
for thirty-three hours. In ‘Byomjatrir Diary’, Shonku uses it
first on his duffer servant Prahlad to outwit him, and then, on
the ant-like creatures he meets on the unknown planet that
his space-ship lands on. Shonku always wears a ‘Carbothin’, a
jacket which he had invented to keep himself safe from electric
shocks. It was because of this jacket that he was once able to
save himself from being ‘dollified” in ‘Professor Shonku o
Ascharja Putul’ (Professor Shonku and the Strange Doll), where
the Swedish “artist’ Lindquist was obsessed with a strange and
sadistic hobby of turning world-famous men into diminished
dolls with the help of an electronic machine and preserving
them in his glass show-case. He tried to do the same with
Shonku but the Carbothin jacket saved the later. Shonku has also
invented a number of miraculous medicines, for example, the
solution ‘Miracureall’ (an amalgamation of the words “Miracle”
“Cure” and “All”) which cures any disease; ‘Air-Conditioning
Pill” which keeps the body temperature normal irrespective of
extreme hot and cold weather; ‘Somnolin’, a tranquiliser which
can put one to sleep in any condition and ‘Batika-Indica” which
is an effective food supplement. The latter, made of banyan frui,t
is small yet is effective enough to relieve hunger and thirst for
twenty-four hours. Shonku carried it during his space-journey
in ‘Byomjatrir Diary’.

Shonku is also shown to be the inventor of many hybrid
fruits which he developed by cross-breeding different kinds of
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plants, for example, ‘"Mangorange’— a crossbreed of mango and
orange. For one such tasteful fruit he was given an honorary
Doctorate by the Swedish Academy of Science. The presence
of extraordinary and complex machines are always an integral
part and impart a special charm to science fiction because they
enable the readers to contrast their everyday experiences to
the ‘fantastic’. Adam Roberts says in this context, “it is the
metaphorical effectiveness of technology in Science Fiction that
focuses the encounter with alterity in its most suggestive locus”
(Roberts 2006:110). Roy’s Bengali scientist had also invented
many complicated machines and devices on various occasions,
all of which are shown to have won him international acclaim.
Many of these machines are as eccentric as their inventor, which
add an amusing charm to the stories. For example, Shonku had
invented the‘Ornithon’machine which he uses to teach ‘lessons’
to a crow. As a result, the crow (named Corvus) acquires many
human skills and demonstrated its intelligence at the conference
of Ornithologists at Santiago. A polyglot, Shonku had achieved
proficiency in sixty-nine languages thanks to his ‘Linguagraph’
machine which works to translate any language into any other.
Another remarkable invention of Shonku is the ‘Remembrane’
which is effective in retrieving one’s forgotten memories. The
machine looks like a helmet and is capable of sending electric
sparks to the brain in order to stimulate the nerves and thus help
to remember obscure memories of long the long forgotten past.
This machine of Shanku occupies a central position in the plot
of ‘DrSheringer Smaran-shakti’ (The Memory of Dr Shering) to
discover a most dangerous conspiracy hatching in the brain of
the eponymous villain, which he himself had forgotten due to
an injury in his brain caused by an accident.

An important trait that Roy consciously develops and
stresses on of Shonku’s character is that he has no attraction
whatsoever for any kind of material wealth, which contrasts him
with scientists like Professor Rundi in “Professor Rundir Time
Machine” (“The Time Machine of Professor Rundi”), for whom
science was just another business. Shonku is, however, shown
to be a mere worshipper of science. The following response of
Shonku from “The Time Machine of Professor Rundi”, given
as an answer to Professor Rundi’s offer to him to make him a
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partner in his business of time travel in return for Shonku’s
help in perfecting his Time-Machine, throws ample light on his
character:

““Thank you for your offer of making me a partner of your
company of Time Travel, but it will not be necessay. If my
attempt to perfect your machine gives a ounce of proof of my
scientific ability, that would be more than enough for me.’

Professor Rundi looked at me with slight amazement,
thinking what kind of a man I was who could so easily refuse a
chance to billions” (Roy 1996: 518)

Professor Shanku makes an extremely apt analysis of his
character in “Corvus” when in response to the magician Argus’
claim that the later did not care about expenses, he says that
he did not care about money itself and he bears out this claim
through his life. His interest in Mars and other planets outside
our solar system is purely academic. Purely for the love of
science he enjoys the thrill of building communication with
aliens. In ‘Mahakasher Doot” (The Messenger of Space) Shonku
records his adventure in Egypt where he meets a pyramid-
like spacecraft and eventually gets a bluestone (something like
today’s microchip) containing the solution of Mankind’s biggest
dangers and sixty-five thousand years of human history. In
‘Byonjatrir Diary’, Shonku records his meeting with other
kinds of extraterrestrial beings during his journey to Mars and
other unknown planets which either resemble fish or giant
ants. Those alien creatures are far underdeveloped than human
beings, although not always harmless. Science Fiction creates an
alternative discourse of science, as Adam Roberts cites, “science
is just as frequently represented in the SF novel by pseudo-
science, by some device outside the boundaries of sciencethat
is none the less rationalised in the style of scientific discourse”
(2006: 8). Ray’s Shonku stories have an ease of narrative flow
that corresponds to what Coleridge famously called, although
in a different context, ‘willing suspension of disbelief’. ,
Shonku'’s robot is the fictional precursor of twenty-first century
robot which can solve any mathematical problem in a fraction
of a second. His robot, which he calls Robu, cost him only three
hundred thirty-three rupees and seven and a half annas to
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make. The robot serves him in his laboratory as a well-trained
assistant. Robu saved Shonku’s life when he was threatened
by Borgelt’s android in ‘Professor Shonku o Robu” (Professor
Shonku and Robu). Like other popular science fiction, this story
too demonstrates the dangers of using science irresponsibly,
and its evil consequences on man. Borgelt’s android, which
perfectly resembled its creator had overpowered the German
scientist and held him captive in his own house. Thereafter it
attempted to achieve mastery in mathematics by seizing Robu’s
‘brain” which, however, was dismissed by Robu.Ray conceives.
Through Shonku’s character Ray pays a tribute to the great
heritage of India—especially her engagement with science since
ancient times, forexample, Harappan architecture, Aryabhatta’s
astronomical studies andCharak’s medicines. Shonku, in spite
of being a genius, is indifferent not only to fame but also to
wealth. In “Swarnaparni”, when his friend Jeremy Sanders
advises him to claim the patent for Miracureall, Shonku refuses
all allurement of fame by saying that it is not his original
invention buthad been expounded in the ancient scriptures of
India, like Charak-Sambhita

“If I have any credit, it's nothing more than my search of
the plant. Even then it was directed by someone else [a sadhu].
And its miracle is a boon of generous Nature. Whom will you
reward, my dear? “(Ray 1996: 614).

Shonku is a man of humble nature who has “a sage-like
patience and temperance” (Ray 1996: 415). With this sage-like
discretion Shonku refuses to take the full credit of inventing
a math-solving robot. Like a philosopher, he contemplatively
reflects on his achievement: I do not consider any scientific
invention to be a man’s credit in its fullest implication. The
possibility behind every invention always exists; it has always
been there. Men only discover and materialize it, by their
intellect or by chance (Ray 1996: 101).But Shonku wishes to show
his robot to German engineers who are blinded by the prejudice
that no other country can match their talent in robotics. Shonku
is motivated by his patriotic love for India here: “I don’t think
any other robot can do what Robu is capable of....Shouldn’t I
let the world know what a Bengali scientist of India can do with so
little resources? My country will be glorified more than me.” (ibid).
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The persona of Shonku shows a glimpse of the hall-of-fame
of Bengali scientists —Jagadish Chandra Bose, Prafulla Chandra
Roy, Satyendranath Bose and Meghnad Saha—all of whom
worked in India and with Indian resources. Satyajit Ray Society
observes that “Shonku’s scientific fervour is larger than life.
His discoveries speak volumes about the sheer genius of this
scientist as well as Ray’s own brilliance” (‘Professor Shonku’,
2013). It is worth noting that Roy does not impose celebrity
status on Shonku, rather he makes him an earthly man with an
ethereal mind. Shonku might be a ‘larger than life’ character ,
but he is firmly rooted in the native soil — an Indian in blood
and passion.

N.B.: All the quotations from Ray’s texts have been translated
by theauthor of this paper.
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A LIrE
Tapas Baidya

Light!

You flash through the darkness
The black shadows rushs at me
I fight and spark

To make me free

Darkness!

You protect very often

The laughing buds in the bush
Your silence makes me soft
All stars smiling like frush

Oh!

I want light to find

My ways and means

In the innocent darkness
I am induced in dreams

To REVEAL

With some birds

Some tiny flowers

And some unuttered words

I presented me to you

And apathetically you refused

But my agony was gleaming
On your eye-lids to illuminate me

Anxiously I was only

Counting the pulsed of time

Suddenly you expressed aggressively -
‘“Where is your poem in this exhibition?
What I want might be got from that.’

Believe me
I realized a poet’in me

Tapas Vaidya works with the health department, W.B., Govt. He is a social worker and
a poet. He is the leader of Underground Literature Movement.
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Roots
Dr. Rati Saxena

An itch in the seur of my foot
remiuls me of my rots

and which seerchim for them
I which aiun lessly

though they are not very for
ouly five feet and few incles down

not very dut

Irt they shift in the evening
so by the time dheaw mear
my sols are disappearing
into their own aloder

Dr. Rati Saxena is a Vedic scholar and a poet widely read and translated in different
parts of the globe.
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Saturday, 21 February 2015

VIETNAMESE POETRY IN
ENGLISH TRANSLATION EXPLICATED
Ramesh Chandra MuRhopadhyaya

Do Leon

By Nguyen Duy. Translated by

Nguyen Do and Paul Hoover

In my childhood I went to Na Bridge to fish

pulled my grandmothers skirt going to the Binh Lam flea
market

caught sparrows in the ears of Buddhist sculptures
and sometimes stole eye dragon fruit at the Tran pagoda.

In my childhood I played in the Cay Thi temple

and barefoot in darkness to watch the Song temples
ceremony

The odor of white lily mixed with aloe wood smoke was
delicate

The sorceress shadow staggered in the van melody.

I diidnt realize how miserable my grand mother was

She groped for crabs and skimmed for shrimps at Dong
Quan

She carried green tea leaves to sell at Ba Trai

Quan Chao and Dong Giao; her shadow tottered on cold
nights.

Iwas solid crystal between the real and the unreal
my grandmother and fairies Buddhists and saints.
These were starving years the dong boiled but not yet done.

Why did its smell seem like white lily and aloe wood
perfume?
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America bombed my grand mothers house blew away

Song temple exploded blowing down other temples and
pagodas

Saints and Buddhists were committed to leaving together.

My grand mother went to sell eggs at Ken train station

Explication

I had been in the armya long time and never returned to my
grand mothers home.

As one riverbank increases the other decreases.
When I realised I loved her it was too late.
My grandmother now lies in a grass covered grave

The speaker in this poem recollects his childhood. As a
child he went to the Na Bridge to fish. He used to cling to his
grandmother’s skirt and go to the flea market where second
hand articles are bought and sold. He played in the temple
premises. He went bare foot in the dark of an evening to watch
the ceremony at the Song temple. There aloe wood and lily were
burnt. The child enjoyed the incense. And may be mantras were
chanted there. The melody of the mantras seemed to dispel
every evil omen. The child could see a sorceress staggering as
it were.

Now on hind side the child who has now grown up into a
man can realize how poor his grandmother was. She used to
catch crabs and shrimps for her living. She carried green tea
leaves to sell at the market. Her shadow tottered on the cold
nights.

Recollecting these vignettes of childhood the speaker says
thathewasasolid crystal asit werebetween the two world’s one of
the fairies and another which was real. Both the worlds reflected
on him but he could not full well understand their import. In
course of time America bombed and the grandmother’s house
was blown away. Temples and pagodas crumbled. The saints
and their Buddhist followers were scattered. The grand mother
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went to sell eggs at a railway station.

In the mean time the speaker joined the army and never
returned to his grandmother’s home but childhood memories

lingered. The poem closes with the two lines.
When I realized I loved her, it was too late.
My grandmother now lies in grass covered grave.

The poem is loaded with a bunch of proper names such as
Na Bridge, Tran Pagoda, Cay Thi temple. Song temple, Dong
Quan, Quan Chao, Dong Gia and Len train station. There is
a symphony of proper names. It creates a strange land in the
mind’s eye of the reader who does not belong to Vietnam. The
poet makes this strange world vivid by way of touching upon
some particulars. We can visualize how incense was being burnt
at Song temple’s ceremony and how eye dragon fruits abounded
at the Tran temple. It was indeed an idyllic landscape littered
with temples and pagodas. They were in the main Buddhist
shrines. Lord Buddha himself stands for peace and love.

But a landscape littered with temples and pagodas is
not enough. There must be human touch about them. The
temple campuses were playgrounds for children. The speaker
remembers how he sometimes stole eye dragon fruits there.

The little child who sauntered in the temple campuses
also clung to the skirt of his grandmother and went to the flea
market. He also went with his grandmother to catch fish.

Thus, the portrait of the grandmother becomes vivid before
our eyes. She used to take her grandchild along with her while
doing her daily economic activities. In his innocence the little
child did not understand that they were very poor.

But the peaceful landscape did not last for long. America
bombed. The temples and pagodas were downrazed. This

isnot all. The shelter of the grandmother was also blown up.
In the mean time the child grew into a man. As a man he joined
the army to defend his motherland against the aggressors. He
was then away from his grandmother. But he could now realize
how poor his grandmother was.

It seems that the poem is a parody of Wordsworth’s famous
poem ‘The Daffodils” in his poem The Daffodils Wordsworth,
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chanced upon a host of daffodils dancing along the margin of a
lake. The poet says

I gazed and gazed but little thought
what wealth the show had to me brought.

Later when the poet was lying in a pensive mood the
daffodils flashed upon his inward eye which was the bliss of
solitude. But here the vignettes of childhood recurred in the
grown up speaker’s mind and the speaker now realized how
poor his grandmother was.

The poem could draw the attention of the feminists. The
speaker unlike the rest of us does not dwell on his father or
grandfather as the bread earner. Here is a narrative where a
grandmother is a protagonist. True that, the grandmother had
been very poor and she had to catch fish and go to the market
to sell them. But Time did not let her remain in that state. She
was flung from the frying pan to fire. Her house was shattered.
She had to shift from her usual economic activities to sell eggs
at a railway station.

Recollections are always not pleasant. In his thoughtless
childhood the speaker did not understand whether his
grandmother was rich or poor. When he was grown up he
understood that his grandmother was poor. Thereafter a period
of starvation followed. In his thoughtless childhood the speaker
could not understand whether he loved his grandmother or not.
But the grown up speaker by way of recollecting his past found
that he loved her

But the grandmother is no longer there. She is now in the
grave.

Wonderful reticence speaks volumes here. Firstly let us
be focused on the child. With a child the antinomies do not
exist. He cannot distinguish poverty from riches. He cannot
distinguish between love from hatred. He is all love. But this
world of childhood is shattered with age. While a child is more
enveloped by sensations with age one is more occupied with
perceptions. While a child is more at the receiving end the
grown up create decoding the experiences of the past.

There are of course villains and evil forces that shatter this
idyllic world of childhood. America bombed and the world
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was out of joints. But that was not all. The real antagonist is
Time. The grandmother at the outset catching crabs and later
selling eggs becomes a tragic figure fighting onslaughts of Time
without yielding to it.

One wonders whether the grandmother is the symbol of the
earlier days of Vietnam itself. Ravages of war destroyed her.

The speaker as well has been continuing his battle for life.
The poem also depicts a conflict between times past and
times present.

The poem has been a perfect pattern through its recurrences
and variations. In the temple thelittle child saw in hisimagination
a sorceress staggering in the smoke. It was the evil. It was being
driven away by the rituals in the temple. Ironically enough,
the same smoke and the odour showed up with bombing that
proves that the sorceress had not really died during the temple
rituals. And one wonders whether the rituals and the temples
are at all of any avail? And yet do we not long to get back the
landscape loud with temple bells and mantras?

Thus the poem is itself as hard as crystal where numerous
emotions mingle into a solid that baffles analysis.

Oh Stone

By Nguyen Duy.

Translated

by Kenin Bowen and Nguyen Ba Chung

I stand in meditation before Ankors ruins

If stone can be so shattered what of human life?
Oh stone

let me inscribe a plea for peace

In the end in every war

Whoever won the people always lost

Ankor Bhat is one of the greatest temple towns on the earth
and a world heritage site. The main temple here is the Vishnu
temple. The temple is famed to be the symbol of the Mount
Meru which is the stay of the universe and impregnable. Besides
Lord Visnu is looked upon as the preserver of the multiverse.
The poet stands before it and is lost in meditation. Ankor Bhat is
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in ruins. It is the ruins that impel the poet to meditate. The stone
is deemed to be the most firm thing under the sun. The ruins of
Ankor Bhat show that even stone can be shattered. If a piece of
stone and a stone built temple could crumble down there is no
surprise while we witness human life destroyed or put out of
joints. The poet compares human life with a stone built temple.
Compared with the life time of a temple the life time of a man
is literally ephemeral. And yet do we not think that a human
body however ephemeral is also as sacred as a temple?. And it
is a pity that all sacred things are tumbling down in front of our
eyes. May be the Buddhist notion of impermanence is winking
at the readers through the second line of the poem —

If stone can be shattered what of human life?

Despite the fact that nothing is permanent in the existence
the poet seeks to inscribe a plea for peace. Here we espy the
portrait of Buddha silhouetted with ironical words. Though
Lord Buddha knew that nothing is permanent in the world yet
he sought to inscribe a plea for peace and love on the rocks of
existence. The poet seeks to inscribe his plea on the stone so
that it might linger for quite a long time But on another level
does not the stone stand for a stony heart cruel and sans any
love for fellow men?. Just as Lord Buddha sought to inscribe his
message in every stony heart so does the poet seek to inscribe
the language of love and peace on the cruel hearts of his time
and of times to come.The poet addresses the stone and thereby
dares address the cruel hearts and asks for their leave to inscribe
the message of love in them. Because the poet full well knows
that the cruel practices will go on through all futurity, the poem
ends with the two sad lines—

In the end in every war whoever won,
the people always lost.

That is a lesson of history. Kings and princes and Presidents
of the countries are ever engaged in vying with one another.
Battles are lost and battles are won . But the lot of the common
man ever remains the same sans hope. Thus the poem is
apparently weighed down with pessimism and sadness, the
poet however feels that the message of peace and love needs to
be chanted over and over again.
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The Unquenchable Thirst

Alishee Sen Gupta
A Translation from Rabindranath Tagore
Text
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Ashee Sengupta a Govt. Employee is a scholar par excellence and a significant poet
and translator
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Translation

I am feeling an unquenchable thirst in my entire entity
for the strain of your song

It is like the thirst of the dried up summer-leaves for
the torrential rains of the monsoon pouring down the sky
My thirst is akin to that

Now it is a moonlit spring night

Now it is the hour of the endless thirst

Like the thirst of my entire sour

For the strain of your tune

Now it is the like hour of the nightingale’s

thirst for hemlock

In this insomniac night only the sole awaking moon
Pouring down its light in the entire cosmos

But to no avail

The entire cosmos is groping in the dark

In search for some anchor

And the thirst is un quenchable for ever

For your strain of music
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OUTSIDERS

Sankar Brahma

Cast you glance on that women
Trying hard to cover her shame
Put on tathers

Shame, if any

Should it be only hers,

Not of ours!

Let us think of the youth

Who covered his pangs and hunger
In death

Is if that the suffering was only his
Not of ours?

Yesterday at night

Did a child, having no food for him
On the 'Good Earth' loss, if any
Does only lie with the child

Not of ours?

Seemingly it appears

All the three never belonged
To this 'Good Earth'

They sojourn there

As outsiders.

Sankar Brahma is a Poet and a Retired Teacher
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