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BRUNO CLERMONT
Qui a tué le service militaire ?

Alors que le débat sur le service militaire resurgit en France en lien avec le retour de
la guerre en Europe, de nombreuses “voix” s’élevent pour le retour du service militaire

qui se trouve soudainement paré de toutes les qualités.

Alors comment et pourquoi a-t-il été “suspendu” ? Le général Henri Bentegeat (alors
colonel a I’état - major militaire particulier du PR) a été un observateur privilégié de la
facon dont J. Chirac s’en est débarrassé imposant cette décision contre lI'avis des
généraux et des parlementaires.

11 le raconte dans son essai “Chefs d’Etat en guerre” publié en 2019. Dans un chapitre
intitulé “Vers 'armée de métier~. Extraits. A méditer :

“Pour ]. Chirac le service militaire ne répond plus aux exigences d’universalité, les
ressources excédant largement les besoins des armées. Prés d’une demie classe d’age y
échappe. Surtout il n’est plus adapté aux missions qui échouent désormais aux
armées.”

“En l'absence de menaces aux frontiéres la protection du territoire est garantie par la
dissuasion et la défense aérienne.”

“La perspective d’'une armée rognée et coliteuse inquiete... Dans les popotes, les

officiers supérieurs imprégnés du « dogme républicain de la Nation en armes » crient
au sacrilege...”

~]. Chirac adopte donc une stratégie audacieuse lui permettant d’imposer la réforme en
évitant tour débat public. ~
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“Le débat parlementaire ne sera qu’une formalité. Avec les chefs d’état-major, ]. Chirac
temporise. Fait rarissime dans un Conseil de défense le président rejette les
conclusions et exige que lui soit présenté un modele d’armée entierement
professionnalisé.”

“Deux mois plus tard, il approuve le nouveau « modéle d’armée 2015 » conforme a ses
directives.”

“La Grande Muette a tenu son role et rien n’a filtré de ces travaux... ]J. Chirac accepte
finalement le principe d’un « rendez-vous citoyen » de quelque jours imposés a la
jeunesse.”

"« Notre outil de défense est totalement inadapté... » : le discours télévisé du chef de
Etat, le 21 février 1996, provoque la stupeur mais la majorité des Francais y réagit
favorablement comme J. Chirac l’espérait.”

»Systématiquement sous financée, la réforme n’atteint pas ses objectifs et les retards
d’équipements s’accumulent. La crise économique de 2008 et les choix budgétaires de
ses successeurs auront raison des ambitions affichée par ]. Chirac.”

Commentaire :

J. Chirac, seul contre tous, a imposé l‘armée professionnelle. Un pouvoir que lui donne la
seme République. Le SM n‘était évidemment plus adapté et totalement inégalitaire.
Guerre du Golfe et Balkans l'avaient démontré. Mais le grand désarmement militaire va
pouvoir s‘amplifier avec la complicité des Frangais et des parlementaires.

Chirac procédera de la méme maniére avec la tentative de réintégration de 1'Otan qui
fera long feu mais que Sarkozy reprendra 10 ans plus tard. On peut toujours réécrire
['Histoire mais IHistoire cest celle-la.
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Phan Huy Puong gidi thiéu
Tranh BUI XUAN PHAI va tho HO XUAN HUONG

Choi xudn co biet xudn chang ta.
Coc nho di roi, 16 bo khong!

Vinh Cii Giéng

Ngé ngay tham tham ti nha éng,
Giéng tot thanh thoi, giéng la ling
Cau trang phau phau déi van ghép,
Nucoc trong leo léo mot dong thong.



Co ga lun phun leo quanh mép,
Cd diéc le te lach gifta dong.
Giéng dy thanh tan ai ciing biét
D6 ai dam tha na dong dong.

Vinh cdi quat

Mt 16 xéu tw bao gio,

Chanh ra ba géc da con thiéu,

Khép lai déi bén thit van thira.

Mat mdt anh hing khi tdt gio,

Che dau qudn tir liic sa mura.

Ndng niu wom hoi nguoi trong truong,
Phi phach trong long da suwdng chua ?



Trong Thiing

Cuia em bung bit van bui ngui,

N6 thung vi chung ké nang dui,

Ngay ving dap tung dam bay chiéc,
Pém thanh tém cic mot doi hoi,

Khi giang thang canh bu khi cti
Chién dung khong thoi lai chién ngoi.
Nhan nhii ai vé thuong lay véi,

Thit da ai ciing thé ma thoi.




Quan ik diing dang di chang dirt
Di thi ciing do o khong xong

Hién nhan quan tir ai ma chang
Moi goi chon chan van muon tréo.



Mat mdt anh hing khi tdt gio,

Che ddu quadn tir liic sa mua.

Ndng niu wom hoi nguoi trong truong,
Phi phach trong long da swong chwa?

Bén cét khen ai khéo khéo trong,
Ngueoi thi 1én ddnh ké ngoi tréng,
Trai du géi hac khom khom cat
Gdi uén lung ong ngira ngira long.



Bén manh quan hong bay phdp phdi,
Hai hang chdn ngoc dudi song song.
Choi xudn c6 biét xudn chéng ta.
Coc nhé di réi, 16 bo khong!

Ngan noi xudn di, xuan lai lai,
Manh tinh san sé ti con con.

Mua hé hay hdy gi6 nom dong,
Thiéu nit nam choi qud gidc nong.

Chung ta van theo thoi quen 14 goi chung cac chu d& Bui Xuan Phai dd v& vé dé tai van hoa
dan gian : Hat Chéo, Hat 4 dao, Hat Quan ho va mang dé tai cling rt quan trong trong sy
nghi€p sang tac cua ong la nhirng burc hoa v& theo y tho cua Hb Xuan Huong va nhirng tac
pham som | dau vé theo tinh than cta Nguyen Du trong chuyén Kiéu, dic biét hinh anh "day
day dac sin mot toa thién nhién" va "Kiéu tim" da duoc Bui Xuan Phai khai thac, thé hién
qua nhiéu tac phém & cac chit liéu. TAt ca cac chu dé duge néu trén, di bi nguoi ta hodc vo



tinh, hodc chua di sdu vao nghién ctru mdt cach c6 hé théng vé Bui Xuén Phai, nén da bi thu
gom lai va goi chung la CHEO.

Trong phan nay, t6i mudn tich CHEO cua Phai ra thanh nhiing dé tai riéng va s& gidi thiéu
timg dé tai d6 v6i nguoi mo diéu:

*Cheo

*Hat a dao

*Hat Quan ho

*Hd Xuan Huong

*Kiéu

Nhitng buc tranh trén ma cac ban xem 1a mot phan nho trong chi dé minh hoa cho ¥ tho cua
Ho6 Xuén Huong. Nhan ngay Xuén, ta ciing thudng thirc mot Bui Xuan Phai tré trung, di dom,

dam chét "u-mua".

BTP
Ve trong pho xwa '
TUONG NIEM 22 NAM NGAY MAT BUI XUAN PHAI (24.6.1988 -24.6.2010)

Pinh Cudng
Thtr Nam, 24 thang 6 2010

Chan dung hoa si Bui Xuan Pha1 7

Trong cudc sdng moi ngudi déu dé lai ddu vét, vét thuong yéu 1a ddm nhét. Mot ngay &
Virginia, chot bat gdp lai hinh &nh mdt hoa si voc dang manh khanh, khuoén méat tram tu, géy,
d6i mét sau, sang, dam soi rau bac, voi hai ban tay dai tai hoa, dang cham rai di nhitng duong
vién den dam trén birc tranh dang V&, phé Ha No61i; mot canh thoadng qua trong bang video “Ha
Noi Trong Mit Ai” ciia Tran Van Thuy, quay cach day nhiéu nim cung véi “Chuyén Tir TE”.
Trong nhiéu nim, Bui Xuin Phai 3 miét mai theo dudi mot dé tai 1on nhét trong doi: Ha Noi

Hoa si Bui Xuén Phai cta phé cii Ha No6i d6. Ha Noi cta lan dau tién t6i xudng ga Hang Co
nhimg ndm 80, lang thang day do theo dau Vet cia Ty Lyc Van Doan, cua Thach Lam, Nha
Me Lé. Nghéo, nhung mang ddy 4 am sic, néu nhin qua con mit cta vin chuong, ngh¢ thuat..
Nhé vé cling, nhin lai grong mat tram budn ciia anh. Bay gid thi anh d4 ndm sau dudi mo,
m&i do ma da 22 nam.



Nh6 budi sang cung ban bé ng01 uong ca phe 1& duong ¢ Pa Kao, nghe tin anh mat, t6i ngdm
ngui, tré vé nha ngdi im bén chiée gia vé véi buc tranh dang do dang: “Chim én bay day dan
trén troi chidu Sai Gon.” Sao mau troi Sai Gon chot c6 lic xam budn qua vay? Lic do6 1a
thang Sau, 1988, anh dugc moi di Paris trién 1dm tranh, cting voi hoa si Biru Chi ¢ Hué. Vay
ma anh danh bo cudc... Nghe Duong Tuong & Ha Noi vao ké, anh bi viém thanh quan khong
noi ra tiéng, khi bac si dén nha kham bénh, anh chi bat dam, va gach du6i cau viét: “Con
nguoi khong thoat khoi s6 phan”, gach nhiéu 1an dudi chit ¢ sé phan”. S6 phén. Binh ménh.
Budn v cung... Nhé dén anh, nhd dén mot hoa si tai ba, binh di, mang day 4m sac cua Ha
Noi. Va khong hiéu sao, hoa si Vin Pen ¢ Sai Gon ciing tring ching bénh nhu vy, viém
thanh quan, anh chi but dam nhitng ngay cubi doi, mot hoa si v& son dau chéc nich, viing
vang, nhiing nhan vat trong quan nudc, quan rugu binh dan, nhiing ch1ec siéu dat, ving thén
qué binh di mién Nam. Anh c6 nhiéu mén d¢, rat dugc ban bé quy mén, ciing qua doi thoi
gian sau do...

Tranh Buii Xuén Phai dugc nhiéu ngudi suu tap, nhat 1a nhing tranh nho vé trén carton, trén
gidy. Viét vé anh ciing da nhiéu, tir ban anh, Nguyén Tuan véi “Phd Phai”, “Mot Bang Mau
Ha Noi” ctia Thai B4 Van. Tir mot ndi x6t xa, ngam ngui, cay dang trong “Thuong Khéc Hoa
Si Bui Xuan Phai” cua Ben Xanh (Dinh Trong Hiéu), dén Ngo6 Van Tao voi “Bui Xuan Phai”
bai viét nhu mot bai tho xudi dai tang cho mdt dao si chua hét cudc hanh trinh... RAt nhiéu
nira, trén cac tap chi ngh¢ thuat trong nudc. Tran Hau Tuén, mot nguoi suu tap tranh tré tudi
(lai 1a mdt vo si, mot huén luyén vién béng d4) tor Ha Noi vao séng & Sai Gon, d3 bo tién ra in
sach tranh ctia Bui Xuan Phai, gdbm nhiéu tranh quy trong bd suu tip cta anh, kém véi bai viét
ctia nhitng nha phé binh nghé thuat: Thai B4 Van, Nguyén Quan, Duong Tudng, Jeffrey
Hantover (M¥) va Francois Thierry (Phap). Mot viéc 1am rat tét.

Lam sao quén dugc can phong nho treo day tranh, véi chiéc ghé ném dai mau do sam, gan
nhu duy nhét, dat canh cta s6 khong du anh sang, noi anh ngéi vé, doc sach, uéng ruou, tro
chuyén cung ban bé — cling nhu chiéc divan duy nhét, noi ngéi, nam, rit thude lao, uéng ruou
sang khoai cting ban bé ctia anh Vian Cao ¢ phd Yét Kiéu, anh Phai thi ¢ ngd 87 phd Thudc
Bic. Nhitng 1an ra Ha Noi, di voi Thai Ba Van dén tham, udng ly rugu cing anh, hay cing
nhau ra ngdi udng bia hoi bén chan cau, goc phd nio t6i khong nhé tén, tir O Quan Chudng di
thang dén... O Quan Chudng ciing 1a canh anh thuong vé.



T61 déc biét yéu thich tranh phé cta anh. Nhu yéu d6i vang nhat nguyét... roi Xuéng tram
nam mot ¢di di vé... Loi nhac va budc chan cua chung t61 thoi tudi tré, giang ho day do, sang
& dau séng nhd nii, d&m nam trong ndi nhé song. Budi chiéu lang thang trén doi Montmartre
lan dau tién cung Thanh Tué, nay Thanh Tué ciing khong con nita, méi thdy cai mau tring
loang 16 trén nén troi, goc phé cua Utrillo that 1a dir di. Ciing nhu Bui Xuan Phai, hai hoa si
v& phd ciing c6 nhitng mang mau tring luén am anh toi, mau tring ky quai ciia mot s6 phan
tai hoa, hinh nhu dé chju doa dﬁy cho ngh¢ thuat.

O Bui Xuén Phai con gan giii hon véi mau gach tuong kinh nién, mau ngdi gia tram nam mua
nang bén goc phd qué huong véi mau xam nau rat tram, rat budn... Nhu anh da cat dau nhiéu
ky niém trong nhiing vét son dau rao ryc nhu Vlaminck sau timg 6 cira ngan ngo ciia phd
Hang Mim, Hang B¢, Hang Bac, Hang Mudi, sau ngo Phét Loc, O Quan Chuong.... Trong
chung ta, ai lai khéng c6 nhirng goc phé mang nhiéu ky niém, mong mot 1an vé. Nhimng tim
hon phiéu bat, ling ddng ma 16n lao, tho mdng biét bao, nhu Bui Giang:

Nui vai pho rong xin vé
Voi cay gio trut voi he nang rung

Nhu Trinh Cong Son:

Vé trong phé xuwa téi nam

C6 lan nghe tiéng ru bén vieon
Chot nghe xac than khong con
Va canh t6i la dong ving

Ve trén phé cao nguyén ngoi
Tiéng ga triea gdy khan bén doi
Chot nhuw phé kia khéng nguoi
Con lai toi buoc hodi....

Nhu con nghe rd “ngon gié hoang vu thdi sudt xuan thi” ctia ching toi trén phd Blao, Dran,
Da lat... hay mot goc phd Hoi An rat hep, cii ky ma Bui Xuan Phai ciing d4 c6 dip dén d6 va
ghi lai, trong nhiing nét xiéu do, run ray trén timg mang mau nhu néi 1én dugc cai vién kinh
tuyét voi cua su im lang. Nhu Ngo Van Tao da nhan xét: “Anh v@ sy im lang, su tu tai tram
luan. O nhitng birc tranh cua anh 13 nhitng canh cira khong muén mé... Nhung rdi, anh da vé
nguoi dan ba véi nét xuwong hong loa 16 nhu ddm dudi, dam mé nhu tinh duc, mong manh troi
oi mot gidc mong. Nhung rdi, anh da v& nhitng tAm 4o the xanh, nhitng bd mat dic chit phin
hdng ctia mot phuong chéo, dén gio dong bo, dén gio trinh diln, trinh didn mot vo kich tran
luy, nhitng hoi hot, nhitng tang thuong...”

Anh d3 v& hang ngan birc tranh 16n nho, ké ca tranh triru trong, chua ké nhitng minh hoa trén
sach bao. Nhung dong lai nhidu nhit trong nguoi yéu tranh anh co 18 van 14 “Phd Phai” (Chir
dung cua nha van Nguyén Tuin, tya mot bai viét trén tap san Du Lich Ha Noi, mua he 1992).
Gan giii voi thé gi6i tranh ctia anh, hiéu anh, phai ké dén Thai B4 Van: “... Lam sao ta hiéu
het dugc mot con nguoi, dung noi la nghé si. Trong nhiéu nam duoc lam ban voi1 anh, cai may
man cua riéng toi 1a biét quy mén va cham cha vao nhiing bang quo ngén ngii, vao nhiing chi
tiét rat nho trong mot ngay thuong cta anh. Toi tiéc gi nhitng dinh nghia 16n lao ma that ra
tim dau ciing thay. To6i phai biét on anh, nhitng ngudi nhu anh da thirc tinh & toi mot hinh
thirc nghé thuat dai dang, nhe nhang kho ta, nhu cai thé gi¢i budn budn dam dic trong timg
nét v& clia anh... Btrc son dau cudi ciing ctia anh, v& mot ngdy thang 4, 1988 treo ¢ ban thd
anh, 14 ngd Huyén, tat qua may can nha ling 1& 13 néc nha tho 16n Ha Noi...”



Bui Xuan Phai, khi nam xuéng, & dam tang c6 mot vong hoa 16n ky tén “Nhing nguoi yéu
ngh¢ thuat”, that la dep. Khong Dang, khong tuyén ngon, khong truong phai, ma chi thay anh
Ve, va ve. “Anh Phéi mac bénh v&. Ng01 dau vé diy, ba  gi v& ndy. Nhin theo ma v&, thudc
long ma v&. V& thuc, v& bia. V& cho den chét. Méanh gidy cudi ciing khong dé lai cho anh (anh
d vo xé di) 1a hinh v& may nguoi ban nam chung phong ¢ nha thuong. Su vé& cta anh chi co
thé goi bang cau noi cua chinh anh, véi téi mot 1an, vé dé ma khong vé 1a dung hon ca.” (Thai
B4 Van, 10i ghi dudi goc hinh vé cudi ciing ctia BXP, trén brochure trién 1am tranh tai gia
dinh ¢ hoa si nam 1988, Ha Noi).

Lan cudi ra Ha Noi, thang 11 nam 1987, d&én tham anh, khong ngo 1a khong bao gid con gip
lai anh nita. MAu gidy emballage goi chai ruou Ararat dem biéu anh lan 4y, anh d trai ra, du
nhau, 14y bat da den v& vai nét chan dung t6i véi vang tring manh dé& trén nhirg mai nha Ha
Noi. Toi rat quy cai ky niém véi tinh cam chén that d6, ciing nhu nhitng bic v& khoa than nho
xiu trén bao thudc 14 ma anh d3 ting...

Thudc 16p cudi ciing cta truong My Thuat Bong Duong, cung thoi voi Ta Ty, Thai Tuén, Sy
Ngoc, Nguyén Sién, Nguyén Sang, Nguyen Tu Nghi€m, Duong Bich Lién,... Bui Xuén Phai
mat tai Ha Noi ngay 24.6.1988, tho 67 tudi. Trong nhiéu nim, anh d3 miét mai theo dudi mot
dé tai 16n nhat trong doi: Ha Noi. Nhitng ph6 c6 Ha Noi. Hinh anh Ha No6i ngan nim trdi chay
trong tdm tudng anh nhu dong nudc khong bo, dau cling 1a chuyen dong, cting dep, cling
khac, cting la a0 giac, ma dau cting 1a chinh no. C6 1€ ban chat ctia hoi hoa 1a di thuan khiét
dé nghiém chung cai gi don nhat, mai mai nhu thé trén doi, nhu tinh yéu chang han.

Tinh yéu ctia anh danh cho phd, cho ngudi, voi mot doi say mé lam viée, da dé lai mot dau
vét tuyét dep cho hdi hoa Viét Nam.

TIEU SU BUI XUAN PHAI

Nguoi Ha Néi. / Qué lang Kim Hoang, tinh Ha Pong. / Sinh ngay 1.9.1921. / Nam 1941 vao
truong My Thuat Pong Duong. Bat dau vé phéd. / Tham du trién 1dm Tokyo. / 1946: Tot
nghiép truong My Thuat Viét Nam / Giai thuong trién 1dm my thuat toan qudc; minh hoa bao
Citru Qudc. / 1956-1957: Day trudng My Thuat Viét Nam. / Tir 1960: Minh hoa bao Vin
Nghé. V¢ va trang tri san khau./ 1966-1970: Giai doan v& nhiéu tranh bot mau trén bao cii./
V& nhiéu chan dung va chan dung tu hoa./ 1980: Giai thuong trién 1dm toan qudc (“Song Da”,
son dau)./ 1981: Giai thuong trién 1dm Tha d6 (“Phd C6 Hoi An”, son dau)./ 1982: Giai
thuong trién 1dm Tha d6 (“O Quan Chudng”, son dau)./ 1984: Giai thuong Trién 1dm Thu d6
(“Van Miéu”, son dau)./ 1988: Pugc moi qua Paris trién 1dm, nhung ngi bénh ning va mat
ngay 24.6.1988 tai Ha Noi.

Vin ban trén do ban shoang3615@... giri cho t6i ngdy 24/07/2010. Thay thu vi, téi xin phép gidi thiéu lai cho
ban doc.



Schedule & Itinerary

Sat Oct 12

Sun Oct 13

Mon Oct 14

Tue Oct 15

Wed Oct 16

Thu Oct 17

Fri Oct 18

Sat Oct 19

Sun Oct 20

Arrive Ha Noi by mid-
day, 1st briefing, re-
lax, enjoy Old Quar-
ter, stroll Hoan Kiem
Lake.

Hanoi National-
Center tour, Hanoi
Hilton (Hoa Lo) Pris-
on.

Visit Friendship Vil-
lage for AO/dioxin
kids and vets. After-
noon policy round-
table, open dialogue
with vets, VUFO,
VAVA, expats, and
media.

Ha Long Bay, cruise
on luxury junk over-
night.

Fly Haiphong to Da
Nang. Check-in at Riv-
erside Hotel in Old
town Hoi An.

Visit Agent Orange/
Dioxin Center. Mtg
with Da Nang Veter-
ans Association.

Free time and option-
al tours: Marble
Mountain, My Son
Ruins, etc.

Drive to Hue across
Hai Van Pass, visit
Citadel, emperors
tombs, Thien Mu Pa-
goda.

Meet HUFO, visit Chau
Duc Son Buddhist or-
phanage, free time
(more Citadel?)

ANNOUNCING
VFP Viet Nam

Peace Tour
11 -27 October 2024 Chapter 160 — Hoa Binh

This will be VFP’s Viet Nam Hoa Binh (Peace) Chapter 160’s
tenth, fifteen-day custom tour of Viet Nam, the place that reso-

nates with most of us vets as an unforgettable part of our lives.
For many, the memories are painful; for others, not terribly un-
pleasant but the experience is not one we’d want to repeat.
Others — spouses, friends, anti-war activists, children of veter-
ans, ordinary citizens — have experienced Viet Nam in their own
formative ways as well. Viet Nam is part of us.

Viet Nam is a country now at peace, a place of natural beauty, a
land of mountains as rugged and resilient as the people who
inhabit them, of white sand beaches and inviting palm trees
that sway in gentle sea breezes. The people, too, are gentle,
and generous in spirit. They welcome Americans today —and
especially veterans — with open arms, and forgiveness. A visit
to Viet Nam can be heartening, even inspiring, for American
veterans.




Mon Oct 21

Tue Oct 22

Wed Oct 23

Thu Oct 24

Fri Oct 25

Sat Oct 26

Sun Oct 27

NOTE:

Drive to Quang Tri
and DMZ. Visit work-
shop for blind, La
Vang Church, tunnels
at Vinh Moc. Mtg
with Quang Tri lead-
ers. Visit UXO and
AO/dioxin families.

Briefing at Project
RENEW Mine Action
Center. Drive to Tru-
ong Son National
Cemetery, Rockpile
and Khe Sanh.

Drive to Hue for flight
to HCMC/Saigon, Free
time for relaxing and
shopping, tour guide
available.

Mtg with Veterans
Association, VAVA,
VUFO. Visit new site
of Peace Village/Tu
Du Hospital (Agent
Orange Community).

Free time, tours of
Reunification Palace,
War Remnants Muse-
um, Cu Chi, Southern
Vietnam Women'’s
Museum, etc.

Visit Mekong Delta
Floating Market. Final
dinner cruise hosted
by VFP 160.

Morning vote on dis-
bursing tour funds.
Afternoon hotel
check-out, and
transport to Tan Son
Nhat airport for flight
to USA.

Participants are wel-
come to arrive early
for tour, or stay after-
wards. Our tour com-
pany can assist with
arrangements.

VFP Chapter 160 addresses
the legacies of America’s
war. We help veterans and
their families struggling to
keep safe from unexploded
ordnance (UXQ), recovering
from UXO injuries, and deal-
ing with the tragedy of
Agent Orange/Dioxin.

Chau Duc Son Orphanage, Hue

One purpose of our annual tours is to make a tangible financial contribution to VFP
160’s mission. Each tour member will donate at least 51,000 to a pool that we will
collectively decide how to distribute it at the end of the trip. Participants will decide
how to disburse the funds — for bomb clearance, to help Agent Orange victims, to
support hospitals, orphanages, schools, and other community needs.

The $1,000 donation is mandatory. Some participants raise additional funds from
their extended families, communities and neighbors, which we encourage. Since
Chapter 160 was formed in 2010, some $325,000 has been donated by tour partici-
pants and distributed to projects supported by VFP 160 throughout Viet Nam.

TOUR DATES: IMPORTANT! Most tour participants depart San Francisco Thurs-
day, Oct 10, just after midnight (i.e. very early in the morning of Oct 11). Folks
from the east coast or other routes may have other flight dates—as long as every-
one gets to Hanoi by midday October 12 (Vietnam time). At the end of the tour,
you will leave Sunday Oct 27 from Ho Chi Minh City and arrive back in the US the
same day, Sunday Oct 27.

Meeting with friends—former enemy—Hanoi.



Note: VFP organizers and in-country hosts receive no
compensation. The Hanoi travel company which han-
dles in-country logistics, Viet Dreamland Travel Co.,
Ltd., has always given us generous discounts and
sometimes separate donations to allow the maximum
amount possible to go to VFP 160’s beneficiaries.

: ~zis
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Truong Son National Cemetery, Quang Tri, in old DMZ

COSTS:

Tour Fee: $2,950 USD, which covers all in-
country Viet Nam travel (domestic flights,
trains, buses, boats, but not tire sandals);
single occupancy hotel accommodations;
food and drink (alcohol not included); event
tickets.

Donation: $1,000 required minimum charita-
ble donation.

Airfare: less than $1,000 (China Air round
trip from San Francisco; currently coach
fares are $977 and premium economy
$2,072), plus airfare from your home to our
departure point at SFO. You can, of course,
arrange your own direct flight to Viet Nam as
long as you are in Ha Noi when the rest of
the group arrives October 12.

Visa: All visas now online. $25 for a 30-day,
one-entry tourist visa. https://
evisa.xuatnhapcanh.gov.vn/web/guest/trang

-chu-ttdt . Make sure your passport will be

valid through at least April 2025.

Did we mention the excellent
food? Vegetarian/vegan? No
problem.



https://evisa.xuatnhapcanh.gov.vn/web/guest/trang-chu-ttdt
https://evisa.xuatnhapcanh.gov.vn/web/guest/trang-chu-ttdt
https://evisa.xuatnhapcanh.gov.vn/web/guest/trang-chu-ttdt

PAYMENT, DEPOSIT, AND DONATIONS: To reserve your booking for this tour, an initial (refundable) deposit
of $300 is due by Wednesday, May 31st to:

Paul Cox

890 Camelia

Berkeley, CA 94710

(C) 510-418-3436
paulcox@sonic.net

IMPORTANT: Make checks payable to Veterans for Peace, San Francisco Chapter 69 (or VFP 69) with Viet Nam Tour 2024 on

the memo line!

FINAL PAYMENT (Tour Fee $2,950 + Donation $1,000 - Deposit $300 = $3650): due Thursday Aug 9.

FOR CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS: Contact Paul Cox. Because our tour fee has no slack in it, and the credit card
company takes their bite, there will be a 3.5% surcharge for credit card payments (or an additional $138.40. i.e.
($2,950 + $1,000 )+ $138.40 = $4,088.40.

FINAL REMINDER: Be sure your passport is current, and good for at least 6 months after the tour. Apply for
your visa early. Vietnam visa are available by mail, email, or online: https://viethamembassy-usa.org/consular/

visa-application-process.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT:

US Tour Coordinator Nadya Williams Viet Nam Tour Coordinator Chuck Searcy
Board Member VFP Chapter 160 President, VFP Chapter 160

+1 415-845-9492 +8 490-342—0769
nadyanomad@gmail.com chuckusvn@gmail.com

Long Hung Church, Dong Ha. One of only The Citadel, Hue, partially restored after the war
two structures in Quang Tri Province by the
end of the war. Destroyed, but still standing,


https://vietnamembassy-usa.org/consular/visa-application-process
https://vietnamembassy-usa.org/consular/visa-application-process
mailto:nadyanomad@gmail.com
mailto:chuckusvn@gmail.com

PHOTO GALLERY:

Oct 15: Overnight on a ship on Ha Long Bay, a World Heritage Site!!!

Da Krong Bridge, leading from Khe San to A Luoi, built
for Viet Nam by the Cubans after the war, twice.

Thich Nu Minh Tu, Buddhist monk and founder of
Chau Duc Son Orphanage charms and delights
tour while raising 200 orphans, Hue.

Y ‘!III"

Agent Orange victim, Thua Thien Agent Orange victim, Tu Do
Hospital, HCMC

Chau Duc Son Orphanage, Hue.



Project Renew demining teams haul away the American War,
one bomb at a time.

BV ER
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Project RENEW created this incense factory for blind
persons in Quang Tri so that they can earn a living. At
their request, VFP 160 built them an on-site kitchen.

._
Ho Van Lai, UXO victim and teacher at RENEW Mine

. ; e . RENEW'’s prosthetics center, Dong Ha, Supported by VFP 160
Education Center, with class of minority children



Saigon 1882

3. Saigon 1955 | HCM Ville 2005

Saigon-Ho Chi Minh Ville a 50 ans d'intervalle. ©Philippe Bréant  Photos ©Raymond Cauchetier 2
http://aejjrsite.free.fr  Bulletin Good Morning N°68 Décembre 2006



6. Saigon 1955 HCM Ville 2005

Saigon-Ho Chi Minh Ville a 50 ans d'intervalle. ©Philippe Bréant  Photos ©Raymond Cauchetier 3

http://aejjrsite.free.fr  Bulletin Good Morning N°68 Décembre 2006



" 9. Saigon 1955

Saigon-Ho Chi Minh Ville a 50 ans d'intervalle. ©Philippe Bréant

http://aejjrsite.free.fr

Bulletin Good Morning N°68 Décembre 2006

Photos ©Raymond Cauchetier



12. Saigon 1955 - Arroyo chinois - Pont Tournant " HCM Ville 2005

Saigon — Ho Chi Minh Ville a 50 ans d'intervalle © Philippe BREANT Photos © Raymond Cauchetier
http://aejjrsite.free.fr Bulletin Good Morning N° 68 Décembre 2006
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14. Saigon 1955 — Pont Kitchener

TR T & :
15. Saigon 1955 — Pont Cha Va HCM Ville 2005

Saigon — Ho Chi Minh Ville a 50 ans d'intervalle © Philippe BREANT Photos © Raymond Cauchetier
http://aejjrsite.free.fr Bulletin Good Morning N° 68 Décembre 2006
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Saigon — Ho Chi Minh Ville a 50 ans d'intervalle © Philippe BREANT Photos © Raymond Cauchetier
http://aejjrsite.free.fr Bulletin Good Morning N° 68 Décembre 2006
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Saigon — Ho Chi Minh Ville a 50 ans d'intervalle © Philippe BREANT Photos © Raymond Cauchetier
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COMITI:Z DE L’AAFV de CHOISY LE ROI et VAL DE MARNE

Mois phonie

Editorial
En ce mois de mars 2024, les événements francophones ont été nombreux au pays du
Dragon. A Hanoi, la féte de la Francophonie a mis a I'honneur tous ceux qui aiment la
langue francaise et la culture francophone. L’édition 2024 avait pour thématique “Créer,
innover, entreprendre en frangais”, soulignant ainsi qu’il y a mille et une raisons
d’apprendre le frangais au Vietnam, notamment pour développer son esprit créatif, son
sens de l'innovation, le go(it pour l’entreprenariat.
Ici, en Ile de France, nous retiendrons la 5¢ édition du Week-end de la Francophonie a
Yebles, en Seine-et-Marne, avec la participation de plus de 40 pays, territoires, localités
et associations. Le Vietnam était lI'invité d’honneur de I’événement.
Nos amies et nos partenaires vietnamiens et frangais se sont beaucoup impliqués dans
ces événements. Nous nous en réjouissons et nous les remercions de tout cceur.

Nicole Trampoglieri, Présidente

1Au pays du Dragon

1.1 Le 17 mars Journée
internationale de la Francophonie
a I'ULIS

Tres colorée, elle a accordé une large place aux plus
jeunes acteurs de la Francophonie au Vietnam, en

particulier aux éleves des classes
bilingues de lI'école Nam Thanh
Cong, qui ont chanté en francais,
dansé, prouvant ainsi leur
attachement a la langue et a la
culture frangaises qu'ils apprennent
a maftriser.

Heonol e 17 waers 2034
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Et le Webtoon (bandes
dessinées en ligne) des
étudiants que nous
vous avions annoncé
dans notre précédente
Lettre a été
officiellement présenté
a I'’Ambassadeur de
France et aux personnalités présentes.

424 B

1.2 Le 20 Mars
a I’école Nam Thanh Cong;
ateliers de peinture, de
dessin, de @han’n{tg de damses i .,,.,a.m.,.;.;.m.,., o

DE FRANCAIS DE HANOI
Les professeurs de

frangais, Kim Anh
et Phuong et les
éléves de la classe
de CM 1B

qui ont remporté le |
7er prix de peinture _

“En créant une vie
: saine,

| nous vivrons une
= | vie sereine”

o E;a« wf” EN ...-‘,-9!
e @ H

COULFURS CULTURELLES 2024
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1.3 Course de la Francophonie le 24 mars 2024

Elle a eu lieu devant I’'entrée principale du parc Thong Nhat - lac Thién Quang
(arrondissement Hai Ba Trung, Hanoi). Plus de 1.800 participants a cet événement
culturel et sportif destiné aux francophones, francophiles et amateurs de sport.
Cinq professeurs et de nombreux éleves de I'école Nam Thanh Cong y ont participé
dans la joie sur un parcours de 2,5 km.

“*  GIAICHAY |
3 COURSE DE |

HA 1
=
ity AMBASSADE
HUF i S O e
la francophonie A),‘_V'"NAN
=
taf F(;»E:L};‘l\ululc 3
- e S
n SUA
AMI
ey ,+ GIALNHI

~erAg

lafr n';;l?-oi;honle

Des professeurs de frangais de 1école Nam
Thanh Cong, Kim Anh et Thu Anh et [€léve
de CM2 qui a remporté le 2me prix

2 A Yebles, les 23 et 24 mars, le Vietnam était
I'invité d’honneur. A Yebles, le Week-end de la Francophonie est

organisé tous les deux ans depuis 2015. Le pavillon du Vietnam a suscité I'intérét de
nombreux visiteurs désireux de découvrir ce pays, sa culture, ses traditions, son
artisanat ; ils ont pu voir des paysages pittoresques illustrés par des photos et affiches,
des marionnettes sur l’eau en bois, des paniers en rotin, des chemises en soie, des
défilés d'ao dai ...
__ Marieme Tamata-Varin, originaire de

| Mauritanie, maire de Yebles, s’est
déclarée heureuse d’accueillir le Vietnam

. qui avait déja participé avec
® enthousiasme a toutes les éditions
 précédentes. Elle a rappelé que le
programme de cette Féte vise a
| encourager les échanges, a éliminer les
B barriéres, les préjugés et a créer des liens
\ entre les peuples francophones du monde
Dom de Miscault, Nguyén Thi Vdn Anh ' entier.

“étudiafits vietnamienss® ® .
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Lrambassadrice Nguyén Thi Van Anh, représentante permanente du Vietnam aupres de
I'UNESCO, a salué cet événement qui montre la diversité de la communauté
francophone et porte lI'espoir d’'une communauté francophone “sociable, innovante et
durable” dans un monde pacifié.

Tang Thanh Son, directeur du Centre culturel du Vietnam en France, a rappelé la
vocation du Centre Culturel du Vietnam ; il a insisté sur la volonté de promouvoir le
Vietnam, “un beau pays et son peuple hospitalier”. Il a rendu hommage a notre amie
Dominique de Miscault pour ses photos exposées dans I’espace du Centre Culturel et
pour son attachement au Vietnam.

- v

3. Rappel Le 18°m¢ Congres de I’AAFV

se tiendra le vendredi 3 mai

a partir de 9 heures et le samedi 4 mai matin

a Paris au Centre Culturel du Viet Nam 19 rue Albert 75013 Paris

L'apres-midi du samedi, a partir de 14Hoo,
les participants au Congres pourront rejoindre la manifestation
organisée par le Comité de soutien a TRAN TO NGA,
Place de la République

nécessaires a I'inscription, a la préparation dreuxmichel@gmail.com
et a la participation au Congres. aafv.choisy94@gmail.com
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4. Soutien a Tran To Nga
et aux victimes de I’Agent Orange

REPAS DE SOUTIEN

Retours sur le repas
solidaire du vendredi
22 mars 2024

Prochain repas le 26 avril

En participant a ce ou ces repas, vous soutenez moralement et financiérement
Tran To Nga dans son procés contre Monsanto-Bayer, Dow Chemical, Hercules
et 11 entreprises ayant fabriqué 'Agent Orange.

L'ensemble des marges dégagées sera affecté aux frais du proces.

Réservez vos places dés maintenant
sur le site du Foyer Viét Nam

Le Comité de Soutien a Tran To Nga, dont fait

partie 'AAFV, a organisé un premier repas de soutien le Vendredi 22 mars 2024 qui a
réuni 85 personnes. Nga était rentrée du Vietnam depuis 2 jours ; elle était donc
présente, fatiguée, mais toujours combative et confiante. Toutes les tables étaient
pleines ; I'appel a dons et la tombola ont remporté un grand succes (pres de 2500 €).
Bref une belle soirée amicale et solidaire.
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KHOA NGON NG{r & VAN HOA PHAP ﬂ
TRUONG BAIHOCINGOAINGT - BHAGHN} K-

Merci aux éleves et professeurs de lI'école
Nam Thanh Cong de Dong Da, aux étudiants
et enseignants
du Département de frangais de

I'Université nationale Hanoi WWW.aafV94.C0m

Vous pouvez consulter les

photos recues
sur notre site

aafv.choisy94@gmail.com

Ecrivez-nous 8 Place de I'Eglise 94600 Choisy-le-Roi
(Consultez notre site https:/ /aafv94.com
rréléphonez au : +33(0)6 32 63 43 84. 01 48 84 06 33

=
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Faites un don - Adhérez

Cotisation 30€
Personnes non imposables et étudiants : 10€
Abonnement a Perspectives 12€
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Respected Comrade Kim Jong Un Inspects Central Cadres

Training School of WPK under Construction

Pyongyang, March 31 (KCNA) -- Kim Jong Un, general secretary of the Workers' Party
of Korea and president of the State Affairs of the Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, gave field guidance to the construction site of the Central Cadres Training
School of the WPK nearing completion.

Accompanying him were secretaries of the Central Committee of the WPK and
officials of the units in charge of designing and building.

The Eighth Congress of the WPK and the second, fourth, sixth and ninth plenary
meetings of the Eighth Central Committee of the WPK set it as an important
requirement for strengthening the Party at present to systematically and well train
the reserve cadres of the Party and thoroughly arm them with the revolutionary
ideas of Kim Jong Un and the Party-building line in the new era, and decided on

rebuilding the training school into an advanced and modern political school in all


http://www.kcna.kp/en

aspects, including the scale, capacity, educational conditions and environment, and
the WPK has powerfully pushed forward with this project.

Kim Jong Un, who has clearly set forth the immortal guidelines and fighting
strategies for strengthening the WPK with his outstanding ideological and theoretical
wisdom and extraordinary leadership and led it to victory, stressed that it is an issue
related to the long-term development of our Party for training its successors and
furthermore an important issue directly linked to the succession of the revolution to
spruce up the Central Cadres Training School of the WPK and train excellent Party
officials. He personally chose the site for the construction of the school, and
meticulously indicated the principal tasks concerning the designing while
energetically guiding the work to turn the training school into a better university than
others.

Thanks to the vigorous struggle of the builders who have worked 24/7 with high
consciousness and will to carry out with devoted practice the Party Central
Committee's plan for turning the training school into a prestigious university, the
construction of a "pedigree farm" for training the backbone of the WPK is nearing
completion in a matter of one year after its ground-breaking ceremony in April last
year.

The training school with a total floor space of over 133 000 square meters will be
equipped with advanced educational systems and have a high level of educational
conditions and environment.

Going round various places of the construction site, Kim Jong Un learned in detail
about the building work.

Seeing with a broad smile on his face the school which vividly showed its dignity as a
prestigious educational institution symbolizing the absolute prestige of our Party and
the invincibility of our cause, he said that a perfect Kimilsungist-Kimjongilist school, a
Juche idea school, has been built up.

Expressing great satisfaction over the fact that administration section, cultural and
sports section, living section and all other sections have been built in a weighty,
modern and practical way to suit the character, mission, function and purpose of a
Party cadres training base, he highly appreciated the efforts of the officials and

builders in the field of design and construction.



Pointing out some shortcomings and irrational factors revealed in the construction of
the educational section, he indicated in detail the practical ways for eliminating them
and gave instructions to dynamically accelerate the last-stage project for completing
the school at the highest level.

The school, which is successfully being built as another masterpiece of the Juche-
oriented architecture under the wise guidance of the Party Central Committee, is
expected to be completed in mid-May and a ceremony for its inauguration held with
splendor on the occasion of its founding anniversary. -0-

www.kcna.kp (Juche113.3.31.)
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DPRK Missile Administration Succeeds in Test-fire of New-type

Khh‘l

Intermediate-range Hypersonic Missile

Pyongyang, April 3 (KCNA) -- A test-fire of new-type intermediate-range hypersonic
missile of another military strategic value was successfully conducted in the great
heyday of development of the Juche-oriented defence industry that witnesses
powerful absolute weaponry of Korean style being developed in succession thanks to
the devoted efforts of defence scientists upholding with their steadfast faith and
correct practice the plan and decision of the Workers’ Party of Korea to bolster up
the national defence capability in every way at the highest level.

Kim Jong Un, general secretary of the Workers' Party of Korea (WPK) and president
of the State Affairs of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), guided the
first test-fire of Hwasongpho-16-Na, a new-type intermediate-range solid-fueled
ballistic missile loaded with newly-developed hypersonic glide vehicle, on the spot on

April 2.


http://www.kcna.kp/en

Accompanying him was Kim Jong Sik, vice department director of the WPK Central
Committee.

The respected Comrade Kim Jong Un was greeted on the spot by General Jang Chang
Ha, general director of the Missile Administration, and leading officials in the field of
defence science.

The test-fire was aimed at confirming the designed technical specifications of the
new-type intermediate-range hypersonic missile as a whole and verifying the
reliability of this weapon system.

It was conducted in the way of verifying the characteristics of pull-up flight orbit and
cross-range maneuvering capability of the while confining its range to 1 000
kilometers, in consideration of safety, and forcibly controlling the speed and altitude
by means of delaying the start-up of the second-stage engine and rapidly changing
the flight orbit in the active region.

The defence scientists were filled with the boundless pride of being scientists of the
great military power, great confidence and militant enthusiasm as they were to
conduct the test-fire of another powerful ultra-modern weapon capable of defending
our state’s right to self-defence in the presence of Kim Jong Un again, who has
personally blazed the ceaseless untrodden path to developing and perfecting ultra-
modern weapons with his unshakable will and inexhaustible energy, out of the noble
sense of responsibility for the destiny of the country and people, and devoted
himself to their steady and rapid development.

Kim Jong Un went to the launching position and looked round the new-type
intermediate-range solid-fueled ballistic missile Hwasongpho-16-Na loaded with a
hypersonic glide vehicle to learn in detail about the weapon system.

Then he mounted the command observation post and received a report on the plan
for test-fire of the missile and issued an order to launch it.

General Jang Chang Ha guided the test-fire.

When a command was given, the high-tech missile was launched, fully
demonstrating the military muscle of the Republic.

The hypersonic glide vehicle, separated from the missile after its launch
northeastward at an army unit's training field in a suburb of Pyongyang, reached its

first peak at the height of 101.1 kilometers and the second peak at the height of 72.3



kilometers while making 1 000-km-long flight as scheduled and accurately landed on
the waters of the East Sea of Korea.

The test-fire had no negative effect on the security of the neighboring countries.
The characteristics of the prompt and excellent maneuverability of the newly-
developed hypersonic glide vehicle was clearly proved through the test-fire and the
important military strategic value of the new-type intermediate-range hypersonic
missile received a significant appreciation through verification under the extremely
worst test conditions.

Expressing great satisfaction over the result of the test-fire,

Kim Jong Un highly appreciated the feats of the officials, scientists and technicians in
the field of defence science who carried out the order given by the Party most
excellently, truthfully and perfectly by turning out with their do-or-die determination
in the drive for developing the Juche-based weaponry to implement the strategic
plan of the Party Central Committee and fully displaying their intense loyalty and
patriotism.

He said with pride that another powerful strategic offensive weapon was developed
to demonstrate the absolute advantage of our defence science and technology and
thus we came to successfully implement the Party Central Committee’s three
principles of building missile armed force for rapidly, accurately and powerfully
striking any enemy target on the globe by perfecting the project for putting all the
tactical, operational and strategic missiles with various ranges on a solid-fueled,
warhead-controlled and nuclear warhead-carrying basis.

Noting that the current epoch-making success serves as a special event in which a
great change will be brought about in enhancing the nuclear war deterrent of the
armed forces of our Republic, he stressed that it is a precious fruition born of our
arduous defence science research spanning nearly ten years, a demonstration of the
validity of the WPK’s line of building the military capability for self-defence and a
worthwhile victory won by our strength, wisdom and efforts.

Gravely referring to the military confrontational acts against the DPRK by the
enemies who have recently run higher fever in boosting their military alliance and
staging all sorts of war drills, thus threatening the security of our state day after day,

he said that it is the most urgent task at present for our state to develop an



overwhelming power capable of containing and controlling the enemies and that our
defence science sector should continuously bring bigger successes, remaining more
faithful to its historic duty to steadily improve the strongest national defence
capacity.

He affirmed that the WPK will reliably defend the peace, prosperity and future of the
country by steadily, rapidly and more thoroughly bolstering up the military capability
for self-defence.

He set forth the strategic tasks for making a continued leap forward and innovations
in the development of ultra-modern weapons by more signally strengthening the
self-supporting and modern character of the Juche-oriented military industry.
Inspired by his deep trust and militant encouragement, all the defence scientists
hardened the firm determination to devote themselves with redoubled courage to
the sacred struggle for further boosting the arsenal of the Juche revolution, true to
the leadership of the Party Central Committee, and thus bolster up the matchless

national defence capability with serial successes in developing ultra-modern strategic

and tactical weapon systems. -O-
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Pleasure of 7-Year-Old Children

The new school year starts on April 1 in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

On the day, the schools are in a festive mood.

New pupils enter the campuses with vigour, teachers tag flowers to their school
uniforms, parents take a picture of their children one after another and passers-by
stop walking to see the campuses.

Everyone greets the day with pleasure. Greatest, in particular, is the pleasure of the

7-year-old children who have become pupils of the primary schools.

¥
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The erstwhile kindergarten children waited eagerly for the day that school starts,

beside themselves with the joy of having been provided with the school uniforms,
things and bags by the state.

Maybe on the day they seem to be given the first lesson of mother tongue under
the title "I Am a Pupil, Too".

Pupils read the title after the teacher.


http://www.vok.rep.kp/index.php/home/main/en

And when the teacher asks them what they are going to be in the future, the pupils
answer with animation that they will be hero, doctor, teacher, master of sports,

famous artist and the like.




Their answers are different but they have the same desire to study hard and

become a good person adding lustre to the country.



